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Text of Policy Amendment (The following Policy Amendment Replaces Current Section 7.5) 

7.5 Water Quality  
The protection and conservation of our nation’s water resources is a key priority. NASDA supports 
efforts to ensure the maintenance of water quality at levels that protect human health, as well as 
physical and biological aquatic environments, that are science-based, technically sound, practical, cost-
effective and achievable, while also ensuring that agricultural production remains economically viable 
across the nation. 

 NASDA believes local, voluntary, incentive-based approaches are the best way to address water 
quality challenges and that these approaches, rather than proscriptive regulatory programs, 
must be the foundation for addressing these challenges. Water quality programs must preserve 
private property rights, producer confidentiality, and allow for a balance between economical 
agricultural production and wetland conservation 

The Clean Water Act and State Roles: 
 The Clean Water Act (CWA) established a cooperative approach between the federal 

government and state governments to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and 
biological integrity of the Nation’s waters. It is imperative the federal government respects that 
the primary responsibility for planning the development and use of water resources rests with 
the states. Federal policies must ensure state laws regarding water rights and allocations are 
honored and that states are given maximum flexibility in the management of both their water 
resources and their water quality programs. 

 The role of the federal government should be to establish national water quality goals that are 
achievable, support state efforts for implementing water programs, provide technical and 
financial assistance, support research and development, and providing appropriate oversight of 
state programs. The federal government should also recognize state certification and assurance 
programs. 

 EPA’s implementation of the CWA must avoid overly prescriptive requirements on states, be 
financially feasible for states and the regulated community, and be based on sound science. 

 NASDA opposes any expansion of federal Clean Water Act jurisdiction. 
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 NASDA opposes the duplicative regulation under the CWA for activities that are already 
regulated under other statutes (such as pesticide use which is regulated under the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)) 

 The CWA’s agricultural exemptions under Sections 402 and 404 must be preserved and 
respected. 

 
Nonpoint Source Pollution 

 Non-point sources of pollution (NPS) should not be subject to mandatory regulations under the 
CWA, but rather be addressed through voluntary, outcome-based programs. 

 The central focus for NPS management solutions should be on reasonable, voluntary, and 
incentive-based solutions utilizing education and technical assistance as well as financial 
assistance. All of these efforts must be grounded in solid, scientific, research-based, and 
financially viable solutions. NPS pollution management programs should emphasize the 
protection of water resources and state-designated water uses, recognizing the importance and 
needs of individual agricultural producers and other landowners affected by the CWA. 

 Programs at the federal, state and local levels must be funded fully, and coordinated with, not 
superseded by, the CWA. In particular, the state-led programs, when coupled with various Farm 
Bill, Clean Water Act and Safe Drinking Water Act incentives and support, can provide significant 
opportunity for major environmental quality protection.  

 The CWA’s citizen suit provisions must not apply to individuals participating in NPS management 
programs. 

 NASDA encourages the further development and adoption of best management practices and 
new technology to address NPS water quality concerns.   

 NASDA supports the CWA’s Section 319 program as the means for states to identify nonpoint 
sources in critical areas, and to develop management programs to control discharge.  Federal 
funding for Section 319 dedicated to on-the-ground work with producers and to help them 
adopt BMP practice implementation must be increased. EPA and the state water quality 
agencies should actively work with the state agricultural agencies and producers in identifying 
agriculture’s needs and priorities for 319 funding. 
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