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Section Number or Title to be Amended:  12.3 Agricultural Mediation Programs  1 
 2 
Subject of Policy Amendment:  Eligibility under State Mediation Programs 3 
 4 
Submitted by: Commissioner Lorraine Merrill, New Hampshire  5 
 6 
Text of Policy Amendment (Proposed language will be inserted at bottom of paragraph five in current policy 7 
statement): 8 
 9 
Agricultural state mediation programs should be authorized to address issues, such as agricultural leases, right 10 
to farm disputes, family farm transitions, and others agricultural conflicts that affect a producer’s farm business 11 
viability, to enable the USDA grant program to increase its responsiveness to the current needs of the 12 
agricultural community. 13 
 14 
Background and Rationale (Note: Information in this section will not be included in the final text of the Policy 15 
Amendment): 16 
 17 
The Agricultural Mediation Program (AMP) is founded on the principle of promoting agricultural viability and 18 
operational retention as the forefront to maintaining food security in our nation.  Mediation is a critical element 19 
in ensuring farmers and ranchers are able to resolve various disputes without jeopardizing their operations or 20 
reducing farming productivity. 21 
 22 
The Secretary of Agriculture was authorized to assist states in the development of USDA Certified Agricultural 23 
Mediation Programs under Section 502 of the Agricultural Credit Act of 1987.  Recognizing the efficiency and 24 
effectiveness of the Certified Agricultural Mediation Programs, Congress enacted Section 292 of the Federal 25 
Crop Insurance Reform and the Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 which authorized the 26 
expansion of these programs to include, in addition to agricultural credit, the following areas: wetlands, rural 27 
water loan programs, grazing on national forest system lands, pesticides, compliance with farm programs 28 
including conservation programs, and other issues the Secretary deems appropriate. 29 

The 106th Congress reauthorized the Certified Agricultural Mediation Program through 2005 by enacting Section 30 
306 of the Grain Standards and Warehouse Improvement Act of 2000. The legislation also clarified the use of 31 
federal mediation grants for financial advisory and counseling services for parties requesting mediation. The 32 
program is administered by the Farm Service Agency Outreach Program. 33 

Currently, farm loans, wetlands determinations, compliance with USDA programs, credit issues, rural water 34 
loans, grazing on national forest system lands, pesticide issues, and such other issues as the Secretary considers 35 
appropriate are clearly defined subject areas where state agricultural mediation programs are authorized to 36 
assist.  However, the complexion and complexity of American agriculture has changed dramatically since the last 37 
expansion of services was incorporated into the AMP, nearly fifteen years ago, and there is an identifiable need 38 
to expand the list of "covered cases" state agricultural mediation programs are permitted to facilitate within 39 
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USDA's agricultural mediation program.  These issues are often related to, or contribute to, financial instability 40 
that can significantly and negatively impact a farmer’s loan status, ability to implement conservation practices, 41 
and other critical components to maintaining a viable agricultural operation. 42 
 43 
As agriculture practices, markets, and technologies continue to evolve, new challenges and potential conflicts 44 
arise.  This policy amendment is intended to build on a sound legacy of AMP effectiveness in addressing the 45 
changing needs of farmers, ranchers, and other producers and allow state AMP programs to assist in 46 
agriculturally related conflicts. 47 
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