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Section Number or Title to be Amended:  11.3 Federal Milk Marketing Orders 1 
 2 
Subject of Policy Amendment:  Federal Marketing Orders 3 
 4 
Submitted by: Secretary Ben Brancel, Wisconsin 5 
 6 
Text of Policy Amendment (Remove stricken text from current policy statement, insert underlined text): 7 
Federal milk marketing orders provide stability to the dairy industry by administering terms of trade, accurate 8 
accounting, and giving milk producers reasonable assurance that they will receive proper payment for the milk they 9 
market. The order program also responds to changes in milk production patterns, marketing systems, and consumer 10 
preferences and permits the United States dairy industry to become one of the largest and most efficient in the 11 
world. The USDA has administered the federal orders, as required by the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act, and 12 
has balanced the interests of dairy farmers with those of processors and consumers. NASDA encourages USDA to 13 
review and broaden the petitioning process while also expediting the formal hearing process. 14 
 15 
NASDA believes that while changes may be appropriate, they should be undertaken only after careful consideration 16 
of their long-term impact. Continuation and reform of the federal milk marketing order system should be 17 
considered with continued interest in the benefit of producers, processors, and consumers, as well as meeting the 18 
objective of maintaining an orderly supply of milk. 19 
 20 
Background and Rationale (Note: Information in this section will not be included in the final text of the Policy 21 
Amendment): 22 
 23 
Update and stream line existing policy.   24 
 25 
Also, the development of regulations under federal milk marketing orders was a concern mentioned during a call 26 
with Wisconsin, Maine and Vermont.  In some instances it has taken several years to propose and implement 27 
changes to federal orders.  Do the current rulemaking processes provide adequate opportunity for meaningful 28 
public input while allowing agencies to implement the rules in a timely manner?  The proposed policy language 29 
calls on USDA to review the current processes to provide for a faster timeline, greater consensus building, and a 30 
less cumbersome route to rulemaking under federal orders. 31 

To be completed by NASDA Staff: 
Date Submitted: January 12, 2015 Committee: Marketing and International Trade 
 [  ] Adopted by NASDA [  ] Adopted with Amendment by NASDA [  ] Not Adopted by NASDA 
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