
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 

 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture www.nasda.org 
4350 Fairfax Drive  (202) 296-9680 
Suite 910 
Arlington, VA 22203 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject of Policy Amendment 2A:  

Technology and Unmanned Aerial Systems Technology 

Section Number or Title to be Amended:  

10.5 – Emerging Technology (New Section) 

Submitted by:  

Commissioner Doug Goehring, North Dakota 

Text of Policy Amendment:  
Section 10.5 – Emerging Technology  

The United States produces the safest, healthiest and most abundant food supply in the world. Science-

based, pragmatic approaches to innovation are essential to maintaining this status. Through innovation, 

new technology is developed and old technology evolves to keep our farmers and ranchers in the 

forefront of commodity production and resource stewardship. Innovation results in new and better crop 

and livestock genetics, more efficient and effective cultivation methods and equipment, faster and 

clearer communication and wider and more profitable commerce. It is in the best interest of our country 

to foster innovation and new technology both as an example for the world and to secure our position as 

the trusted provider of the best and most secure food in the world. 

Unmanned Aerial Systems Technology 

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) technology is rapidly advancing and expanding in the United States. As 

this technology continues to emerge and develop, policy makers must fully understand the potential 

benefits and potential consequences regarding its development in the agriculture industry. Consumers 

are wary of drone technology, yet it has the ability to change the way growers approach farming.  

Adoption of UAS technology will allow farmers to monitor their acreage, mitigate crop stressors and 

manage crop progress. Imaging from drones will allow farmers to combine their crop data with 

advanced crop mapping. The combination of these data sets will allow for advanced disease detection, 

pest mitigation, and nutrient tracking. Companies pursuing this research have found that they can utilize 

unique optical signatures for many crops to detect whether it is diseased or threatened by other 

stressors like pests. Additionally, monitoring of fertilizer and pesticide application will pinpoint the most 
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advantageous times for application while helping prevent runoff and drift. UAS technology has 

implications beyond crop management regarding more accurate adjusting work and management of 

nutrients in soils and waterways. NASDA supports a science-based and calculated approach to this 

technology. 

NASDA supports technological advancements that help producers be good stewards of the land while 

minimizing inputs and maximizing production. This technology is part of the future of agriculture and 

will enhance our food safety, as well as our national and global food supply.  While UAS technology is a 

valuable tool in agriculture, the use of UAS technology must recognize and respect the privacy of 

agriculture producers and American citizens 
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