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National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
4350 North Fairfax Drive 

Suite 910 
Arlington, VA 22203 

Tel: 202-296-9680  
www.nasda.org 

March 8, 2021     

 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack 

Secretary 

United States Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Whitten Building, Room 200‐A 

Washington, DC  20250 

 

Dear Secretary Vilsack:  

 

The National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) supports the 

continuation of the Farmers to Families Food Box program. NASDA represents the 

commissioners, secretaries, and directors of the state departments of agriculture in all 50 states 

and 4 U.S. territories. State departments of agriculture play a central role in identifying and 

coordinating partnerships, as well as leading outreach and education for the program. In this role, 

state departments of agriculture heard from farmers, ranchers, vendors and recipients that 

adjustments are needed to improve the program’s effectiveness.  

 

As the United States Department of Agriculture reviews the program, NASDA has the following 

recommendations that will remove barriers of entry and allow for increased equitability in 

access, provide more flexibility in the items contained within the food boxes, and allow better 

coordination within USDA’s agencies. NASDA proposes the following enhancements:  

 

• Increase the variety of meat products by removing the current restriction that limits 

products to only pre‐cooked meats.     

• Provide vendors an additional two to three weeks between the awarding of the contract 

and the start of the performance period.    

• Consider the adverse impact on smaller farms and distributors when contracts are 

awarded to vendors solely on having a lower price.  

• Remove county restrictions within awarded states which create significant difficulty for 

both vendors and distributors.  

• Give preference to vendors who previously participated in the program in the bidding 

review process based on contract performance. 

• Provide vendors greater flexibility in curating food boxes to allow for the selection of 

items based on local preference and local availability.  

• Increase the participation of socially disadvantaged and BIPOC farmers and vendors.  

 

These recommendations will encourage and increase participation of local farmers and vendors 

as well as ensure USDA can make a greater difference in the local communities who need it 

most. For example, by allowing for state food safety inspections in lieu of federal GAP standards 

a majority of the above-mentioned goals could be accomplished.  
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We appreciate your consideration as USDA reviews the Farmers to Families Food Box program. 

NASDA members are committed to work in partnership with food producers, processors and 

consumers in their local communities to ensure regional and local food supply issues needs are 

met.   

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

  

Barbara P. Glenn, Ph.D. 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

cc:  Bruce Summers, Administrator for the Agricultural Marketing Service 

 Mae Wu, Deputy Under Secretary of Marketing and Regulatory Programs  

Stacy Dean, Deputy Undersecretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services 

  


