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Thanks for all you did during 2017 to help us deliver accurate and timely information to the agricultural 

community.  I know it was especially hard contacting farmers this fall given the late harvest. The dedication and 

effort you put in to collecting accurate raw data from farmers is the most critical step in making sure the 

information NASS provides is accurate and reliable.  

 

The 2017 growing season was interesting to say the least. In our region, it started with a slow planting pace, drier 

than normal July in most areas, a cooler than normal August, and a wetter than normal early fall. As NASS 

provided its first yield forecasts for corn and soybeans in August, much criticism was thrust upon us about the 

forecast being way too high. As the season progressed, the U.S. average corn yield increased each moth 

(September – November) while the soybean yield stayed within 4 tenths of 49.5 bushels per acre. By November, 

record high yields were forecast for both crops even though none of the major growing states in the Midwest 

expected record high yields.  

 

With harvest virtually complete and farmers putting their combine back in the shed for the winter, we will provide 

a final answer to the yield debate based on data you collected from farmers in December. The surveys have all been 

accounted for and the data has been edited with the crop acreage, yield, and grain stock numbers scheduled for 

release on January 12th. 

 

December has been especially busy for NASS this 

year because in addition to our regular work we are 

mailing the 2017 Census of Agriculture. This picture 

shows the over 3 million Census forms ready and 

waiting to be mailed with just over 295,000 destined 

for producers in our region. All forms were mailed 

between December 5th and December 19th so they 

should be in farmer’s hands by the time you read this. 

As of December 20th over 15,000 responses have 

already been received from producers in Iowa, 

Minnesota, and Wisconsin.  Work in the office will 

soon focus on reviewing and editing the Census data. 

The January Livestock surveys will also be underway 

and staff will be analyzing the County Agricultural 

Production Survey data and completing row crop 

county level acreage, yield and production estimates 

which will be released on February 22nd.  Dan, Greg 

B. and I, along with help from office staff, will be out 

promoting the Ag Census and surveys at numerous trade 

shows and meetings over the next 2-3 months and before 

you know it, it will be time for the ARMS III workshops across the region. It is good to be busy! 

 

I hope each of you take some time to celebrate the holidays with family and friends and that 2018 brings you all the 

prosperity you and your family deserve.  As always, thanks for your efforts, keep up the good work, and be safe! 

Figure 1- Census of Agriculture questionnaires ready and waiting to be 

mailed from the Jeffersonville, Indiana processing center. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SURVEYS 

UPCOMING TRAINING 

MINNESOTA 
 

ARMS III:  

    February 6—8,  

    Alexandria 

 

MID-YEAR Training: 

 Week of May 7 

WISCONSIN 
 
ARMS III: 

 February 6—8,  

            Tomah 

 

MID-YEAR Training: 

 Week of May 13 

2017 Census of Agriculture: The Census of Agriculture is a complete count of U.S. farms and ranches and the 

people who operate them. The Census, taken only once every five years, looks at land use and ownership, operator 

characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures. For America’s farmers and ranchers, the Census of 

Agriculture is their voice, their future, and their opportunity. NASS mailed approximately 3 million report forms to 

farmers and ranchers across the U.S. in December 2017. Mail and phone follow-up for non-respondents will be con-

ducted February through April of 2018. 

  

ARMS III: The Agr icultural Resource Management Survey—Phase 3 collects whole farm finance, operator 

characteristics, and farm household information. Farm operators provide data on farm operating expenditures, capital 

improvements, assets, and debt for agricultural production. In addition, operators provide data on farm-related in-

come, government payments, the source and amount of off-farm income, and characteristics of themselves and their 

household. All three states in our region will participate in the Survey, and in Minnesota there will also be a Spring 

Wheat version.  

 

Poultry Surveys: Did you know our  region conducts five poultry surveys a year? The major ity of data collec-

tion occurs by e-mail, FAX, and mail with phone follow-up by Iowa NASDA staff. 

Turkeys Raised: Turkeys Raised is conducted twice a year; the September report provides a preliminary esti-

mate of turkeys being raised in the current calendar year, whereas the February report provides the final esti-

mate of turkeys raised the previous calendar year. Minnesota ranks 1st in the U.S. in Turkeys raised with 

42.5 million head in 2017. 

 

Turkey Hatchery: This survey is conducted monthly and provides estimates of turkey eggs in incubators and 

number hatched in all hatchery states. The estimates indicate the number of market birds that will be availa-

ble in about five months and provide basic data used to develop state estimates of the number of turkeys 

raised. 

 

Chickens and Eggs: This survey is conducted monthly and provides information on the current supplies of 

eggs and on future supplies based on the size of the laying flock, number of replacement pullets, and place-

ments in breeding flocks. In December, the survey is conducted for all operations with flocks in the U.S. In 

all other months, operations having flocks with more than 30,000 layers are surveyed. Iowa is ranked 1st in 

the U.S is number of layers and egg production. 

 

Chicken Hatchery: This survey is conducted monthly for all known operations that hatch at least 50,000 lay-

ers per year.  

 

Hatchery Capacity: This survey is conducted each January for all operations with a hatchery capacity of 

1,000 or more chicken or turkey eggs.   

IOWA 
 
ARMS III: 

       January 29—31,  

       West Des Moines 

 

 MID-YEAR Training: 

 Week of May 13 

 



 

 

 

 Susan Cowles, Estimate Section 
 
Congratulations!  By the time you read this we will have 

made it through another crop year.  Not without our bumps 

and bruises, but we will have made it.  Still a bit of data to 

collect for row crop county estimates, but the State level 

estimates have been set for our 2017 crops.  Thanks for another year of 

hard work! 

 

I would love to say we can all hibernate until the 2018 crop year is under-

way, but that is NOT the case.  We will be filling our days this winter with 

the 2017 Census of Agriculture, ARMS III and a host of fun surveys.   

 

Wax up your skis and get your snow pants out.  Throw some chains in 

your trunk.  Better toss in a blanket and a candle while you are at it.  May-

be even a protein bar?  We don’t want anything to happen to you while 

you are out collecting data or heading to the office to collect data, but it 

doesn’t hurt to be prepared—whether or not you were ever a Boy Scout! 

 

Keep your eyes open for the row crop county estimates that will start com-

ing out in February!  Lots of folks will be closely watching what we pub-

lish.  Those estimates can help farmers get out of the red if they trigger 

payments. 

 

 
 

NEW  

EMPLOYEES 
Pam Boraas (MN) 

Lori Daris (MN) 

Stephen Kathrein (MN) 

Gerald Lehman (IA) 

John Leonard (IA) 

Beth Rottinghaus (IA) 

 

 NASDA Newsletter: April 2018 

The next NASDA Newsletter will be published in April 2018.   

What exciting and innovating things are going on in your NASDA group?  

Submit your story or picture to your NASDA Coordinator by Thursday, March 15 to be  

included in the next newsletter. 
 

 

MADE JUST 
FOR YOU! 

Remember —  

the NASDA/NASS website 

contains a wealth of  

information for you.   

 

This is where you will find 

your handbook,  

accident forms,  

safety tips,  

newsletters,  

survey descriptions,  

timesheet information, 

and much more. 

 

Visit 

www.nasda.org 
often to keep 

informed 

Heidi Woodstock, WI NASDA Coordinator 

 
Sometimes an article comes across your path and just 

makes you smile. I received an email from Jean Schroed-

er’s daughter telling me to go on Facebook and look at a 

site called “The Human Fabric of Duluth.”  There was an 

article about her mom and she thought I would find it interesting. Boy, 

did I ever! I remember working as an intern for NASS, attending my 

first June Area training school. Jean is one of the many people who 

made me feel welcome! So welcome, that I have chosen to continue 

working with enumerators for my entire career! I am blessed to call 

Jean my friend and happy that she enjoys talking with farmers to com-

plete surveys over the phone. I hope you enjoy the article on page 6 

which Jean gave me permission to print! 



 

 

 

SAFETY 

   
1) From the iPad home screen, select the MOST Icon 

2) Select the NASDA icon 

3) Scroll down to the bottom of the page and you will find Safety Spotlight. Review each of the 4 items. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Scroll back to the top, and select Personnel Resources 

 

 

 

5) On the left hand side, tap in the box next to Safety Library. There are 4 resources to review: 

A) NASDA Enumerator Biosecurity Guidelines for Farm Visits 

B) Protect Yourself form Pesticide – Guide for Agricultural Workers 

C) Fall Prevention 

D) Distracted Driving 

ACCIDENT REPORTS 

Anytime an accident occurs, complete the NAS-016 and provide it to your Supervisor. NASDA Supervisors 

complete the NAS-017 and send both forms to the Iowa office. Both forms can be found on the NASDA 

website. 

1) From the NASDA/Personnel Resources page, tap the box next to Accident Reports. 

2) If you are continuing from the SAFTEY resources above, tap the check next to Safety Library to  

     ‘unselect’ those resources. 

A) Reporting an Injury or Accident – this is a good overview of the process 

B) Chubb Accident Report Form – this will be completed by either the NASS or NASDA office 

personnel 

C) NAS-016: Employee’s Report of an Accident 

D) NAS-017: Supervisor’s Report of an Accident 

GET TO KNOW YOUR iPAD!! 

 

 

One of the topics at the National Supervisor Meeting was Safety. Here are a couple of reminders and re-

sources from the NASDA website. Record your time under Project Code 350. 



 

 

 

IOWA 
Teresa B  

Bill B  

Bruce B  

Kim B  

Doug D  

Carol G  

Kae H  

Steve H  

Richard H  

John J  

Tess K  

Greg M  

Barb M 

Jim N  

Jerry N  

Betty P  

Bonnie R  

Ron S  

Linda S  

Gary S  

Beverly U  

Karen W  

  

MINNESOTA 

John A  

Dale A  

Paul B  

Kathleen B  

Darcie C  

Diane D  

Elaine F 

Sharon G  

Sandy G  

Dennis G  

Loren L  

Hazel M  

Judith M  

Joe O  

Karen P  

Angela S  

Nancy W  

  

WISCONSIN 

Dennis B  

Larry B  

Marshall B 

Mary B  

Lynda C  

Jim D  

Laurie G  

David G  

Rita M  

Linda N  

Luanne R  

Mark S  

Allen S  

Bob S  

Fred S  

John T 

Debbie T  

Kermit T  

Betty V  

John V  

Roger W  

Tony Z  

Beth Z  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 I think it’s a mistake to let your kids go to school too early. My parents sent me to school 
when I was really young and then the school had me skip a grade. I was barely 16 when I gradu-
ated from high school. School wasn’t hard for me but I always felt less accomplished because I 
was so young. I really wasn’t, but I felt that way. The class voted me to be the class historian and 
I had to give a speech at graduation. I was absolutely floored because I didn’t think I was worthy 
of that. But it went fine. I think it just took me a little longer to find myself.  
 World War II was going on and my husband was in the service so we got married when I 
was just 18 and moved to Reno, Nevada for a year. That was a good year. Then he got deployed 
so I came back home. We ended up having 5 children and I appreciate them a lot. They’re all un-
usual and intelligent, and they’re hard working. They keep me grounded and if I don’t push my-
self to do things they do the pushing for me. It keeps me young. 
 I still work. I’m what’s called an enumerator. I gather statistics for the agricultural branch 
of the government. I survey farmers and that information goes to an agricultural reporting ser-
vice. Then congress makes decisions based on that information. I’ve done this work in one way or 
another for 51 years. Once they asked me to be a supervisor. I didn’t think that was a good idea 
because I was from the old school where I thought that men wouldn’t take orders from a woman. 
But I did it anyway and it worked out fine. I was the boss of three men and I did that for 15 
years. I used to go to farmer’s homes but now I work exclusively from home. I can’t drive, or 
even walk for that matter. I told them a few years ago that I might not know when I wasn’t doing 
a good job anymore so they’d better tell me, but they said I was more efficient than a lot of peo-
ple doing this. I think that’s because I don’t ever let things go to the last minute. Now I do all my 
work by phone. They set me up with an iPad and I enter my information into that. At first I didn’t 
think I’d be able to do it but after the first few times it became easy. I think that every time you 
do something new and accomplish something different you grow and become happier. 
 A really good day for me is when I can get out on my mobility scooter by myself. I like to 
go to K-Mart when the weather is decent. Once when there was snow on the ground I slipped off 
the sidewalk and got stuck. I wasn’t too worried because I thought someone would find me even-
tually. I yelled “yoo-hoo” and waved my arms around and pretty soon a young man and his wife 
stopped. I suppose they were visiting their grandma in my building. They laughed, but got me 
back on the sidewalk without any problem. 
 If I could change anything in my past I don’t know what it would be. I’m pretty happy with 
what I’ve done in my life. Right now I’m visiting my daughter in Duluth. I had to get a ride here 
but I’m glad I can still travel a little. 

Jean, age 93. 
 

Jean Schroeder, WI Enumerator 


