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Tri-Lateral Joint Statements 

The Importance of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) for Agriculture and Food 
Processing 

The Ministers, Secretaries, Commissioners, and Directors of the State and Provincial departments of agriculture 
from Canada, Mexico and the U.S. emphasize the vital importance of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) to the agriculture and food processing industries across the continent.  Since NAFTA came into effect, 
these industries have become increasingly integrated, helping North America become a competitive force 
internationally. The ability to coordinate, collaborate, and create agriculture and food products together has 
made North America a successful economic region that is well positioned to continue providing the world with 
high-quality and safe food. Delegates discussed the importance of NAFTA and the usefulness of state and 
provincial attendance at negotiating rounds to directly engage federal negotiators on agri-food discussions. 

As negotiations proceed, we encourage our respective federal governments to:  

1. Swiftly modernize NAFTA in a way that does not harm North America’s agriculture and food processing 
industries so that these industries can have the certainty to invest for the long term and continue to work 
together and prosper. 

2. Enhance and formalize mechanisms for States and Provinces to consult with the federal Consultative 
Committees on Agriculture (CCA) and to serve as official advisors to their relevant committees. Input from 
state and provincial representatives will help ensure a comprehensive understanding of issues under 
consideration and their impacts. In addition, we encourage the formalization of the CCAs into NAFTA.  

3. Build upon and enhance the work of the Canada-U.S. Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC), U.S.-Mexico 
High-Level Regulatory Cooperation Council (HLRCC), and trilateral regulatory cooperation bodies to 
improve regional cooperation, regulatory harmonization, and trade facilitation. Further, we support 
coordination across governments to ensure a coherent regulatory approach that reduces duplicative 
requirements and is science-based, transparent, and impartial.  

4. Modernize the agreement’s Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 
provisions to ensure effective and timely communication, cooperation, science-based decision making, 
and transparency.  

5. Maintain robust, rapid and legally binding dispute resolution mechanisms in NAFTA that are fair and 
impartial. This includes preserving and strengthening the mechanisms in Chapter 19.  

North American Partnership and Leadership on Global Agriculture and Food Trade Priorities  

Delegates from Mexico, the U.S. and Canada emphasize the importance of our countries’ past partnership on 
international trade priorities such as appropriate maximum residue levels and low level presence policies 
internationally by standard setting bodies, including the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the OIE World 
Organization for Animal Health.  This international leadership has been instrumental in securing market access for 
North America’s agricultural products in third-country markets.  We commit to continued collaboration in order to 
achieve common objectives and to advance those objectives together internationally. 
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Natural Disaster Response, Recovery and Resilience 

Delegates from the United States, Canada and Mexico recognize the need to coordinate responses to natural 
disasters and build resiliency before disasters, particularly for agriculture. We encourage our federal governments 
to invest in infrastructure improvements that help mitigate disaster impacts. We will work together to facilitate 
cross-border communication to inform policymaking and planning efforts that address the impact of natural 
disasters on the agriculture community. We will also work to share resources and integrate data systems to aid in 
disaster response and recovery efforts. Further, we support public and private research and technology 
investments that help agriculture adapt to extreme weather events. 

Canada – U.S. Joint Statements 

The Importance of a Strong Canada-U.S. Bilateral Relationship for Agriculture 

The Ministers, Secretaries, Commissioners, and Directors of the State and Provincial departments of agriculture 
from Canada and the U.S. emphasize the vital importance of the North American Free Trade Agreement to the 
agriculture and food processing industries. 

Delegates highlighted the importance of a strong U.S.-Canada bilateral relationship for the agriculture and agri-
food sectors of both countries and our commitment to a continued deepening of that bilateral relationship.   

Since 1984 state and provincial agriculture officials from the U.S. and Canada have met to enhance coordination, 
discuss challenges, and foster closer bilateral cooperation. This relationship was formalized in 1999 through the 
Province/State Advisory Group (PSAG) which provides state and provincial governments a mechanism to raise 
bilateral agricultural trade issues with the federal Consultative Committee on Agriculture.   

In recent years we have committed to even more robust bilateral collaboration on food safety, regulatory 
harmonization, animal disease issues, agricultural biotechnology, and a host of other issues of importance to the 
food and agriculture sectors of our countries.   

We commit to coordination on a host of mutually beneficial issues including early detection and rapid response to 
animal diseases and further regulatory cooperation. 

We recognize that our bilateral relationship is not without its challenges. During bilateral discussions at this year’s 
Tri-National Agricultural Accord U.S. delegates raised concerns with Canadian dairy pricing, wheat access issues, 
and provincial wine regulations. Canadian delegates raised concerns with potatoes, border inspection practices, 
U.S. permanent marking requirements and trade in small ruminants. We are committed to continuing 
engagement on bi-lateral challenges to build greater understanding and we emphasize the unique role state, 
provincial and federal leaders play in working together to resolve issues.  
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Mexico – U.S. Joint Statements 

The Importance of a Strong Mexico-U.S. Bilateral Relationship for Agriculture  

Delegates from Mexico and the U.S. highlight the importance of a strong bilateral relationship for the agriculture 
and food processing sectors of both countries and our commitment to advocate for a NAFTA negotiation that 
does no harm and encourages free trade without protectionist measures. Delegates also discussed concerns of 
the dairy industry with respect to Canadian pricing structures and agreed to work cooperatively to address these 
concerns in a manner that is mutually beneficial to the dairy industries in each country.  

In recent years we have committed to even more robust bilateral collaboration on food safety, plant pest and 
animal pest and disease issues, regulatory harmonization, agricultural extension, and a host of other issues of 
importance the food and agriculture sectors of our countries.  We look forward to building on the successes of 
recent years as we seek to foster closer institutional relationships between state agriculture departments in 
Mexico and the U.S.  

Agriculture Labor  

Delegates from the U.S. and Mexico acknowledge that labor, migration and agriculture workforce issues are an 
important part of our countries’ bilateral relationship. Delegates affirm that this relationship and any agriculture 
labor system must be based on the principles of fairness, respect and bilateral cooperation.  The current labor 
mobility systems lack reliability and needs improvement to benefit both the U.S. and Mexico. As such, delegates 
call for bilateral development of new options that protect workers, provide economic benefit and secure national 
security on both sides of the border. 

Mexico-Canada Joint Statements 

Importance of Trade Agreements 

Delegates from Canada and Mexico emphasized the importance of international trade to job creation and the 
continued growth of their economies. Support was expressed for modernizing NAFTA in a way that builds on the 
existing agreement to increase trade and strengthen economic linkages. Delegates agreed that the North 
American Free Trade Agreement has been instrumental in enhancing the international competitiveness of North 
America’s agriculture and food processing sectors. Delegates from Mexico and Canada will continue emphasizing 
the importance of trade agreements for agriculture and food processing. 

In this context, delegates agreed to urge their respective federal governments to ensure that agriculture and food 
processing sectors are not harmed by a renegotiated NAFTA.  Delegates agree to strongly oppose any increase in 
protectionist measures that would create new trade restrictions that will negatively impact their agriculture and 
food processing sectors. Delegates agreed on the usefulness of state and provincial attendance at negotiating 
rounds to directly engage federal negotiators on agri-food discussions. 


