
 

 

UNITED STATES -CANADA BILATERAL WORKING GROUP 
2011-2012 WORKPLAN 

 

Note: This is a working document subject to revision as the activities proceed and new issues develop.  Last Updated: September 15, 2012  
 

CATEGORY/ISSUE LEADS ITEM ACTION COMMENTS 
 
Animal Health Issues:  
Regionalization 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Emerging Animal Diseases 
 

BSE Comprehensive 
Rule/Small Ruminant Transit  
 

 
Leads (Regionalization):   
State:  Washington 
Province - Alberta 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leads (FAD) 
 
 

- -Regionalization and zoning 
-Potential impacts of Foreign Animal Diseases 
(FAD) on trade and implications of adopting 
regionalization/zoning policies/rules for 
facilitating trade. 

-  
-  
-  
-  

 
 
 
 

Report on Pacific Northwest Economic 
Region - Cross Border Animal Heath 
Conference,  foot and mouth disease/ 
regionalization table top exercise – 
explore potential for developing joint 
advocacy messaging in support of 
regionalization policies/rule 
 
  
FADs- Maintain on work plan and 
continue monitoring issue with a view to 
harmonizing animal health standards, 
livestock feed regulations and risk 
mitigation measures re BSE. 
Continue to monitor H1N1; H3N2 

 
FADs -Both countries to 
provide updates on disease 
status and minor irritants. 
 
2009- Joint trilateral 
statement prepared and 
released with Communiqué 
on negative H1N1 impacts. 
 
It was understood that the 
Small Ruminant Rule would 
move after the BSE 
Comprehensive Rule was 
finalized.  
 

Veterinary Drugs  
 

Leads:  
Saskatchewan,  
Iowa 

- Differences in the use of certain vet drugs and in 
the time required to approve certain drugs in 
both countries can result in a competitive 
advantage or disadvantage to producers on either 
side of the border.  
-In addition differences in veterinary drug 
approvals can impact on the ability of the 
U.S./Canada to take a leadership role 
internationally  
 

Maintain on work plan and monitor for 
opportunities to work individually and 
jointly towards progress.   
 
Letter forwarded in December 2009 to 
CCA Co-Chairs requesting that 
Veterinary Drug Harmonization efforts 
(and more specifically the re-
establishment of the NAFTA TWG) be 
on the CCA agenda.   Letter of response 
denying request was received on 
August 6, 2010 

(Issue has been picked up in 
RCC) 
 
 
 

Plant Health 
Plum Pox Virus 
 
 
 

 
Leads:  New York 
 
 
 

-  
- In 2011 Canada announced a new a disease 

management regulatory structure for addressing 
plum pox virus and moves away from an 
eradication strategy.  US wishes to continue 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CATEGORY/ISSUE LEADS ITEM ACTION COMMENTS 

 
 
Seed and Grain Inspection 

 
 
Leads: IA-? 

eradication approach to address the disease.  
 
 Pending requirements for commodity specific 
phytosanitary certificates for weed seeds and 
Kharpa beetle 

 
 
In Summer 2012, CFIA announced 
intention to inplement additional 
requirements for commodity specific 
phytosanitary certificates for Kharpa 
Beetle and weed seeds. 

 
 
Update from Canada on 
reasons and rationale for 
regulatory change 

 
Agricultural Biotechnology 

    Low level Presence 

 

 
Leads:  Manitoba, North 
Dakota 
 
Others:  Alberta, Missouri, 
Iowa, Idaho, North Dakota 

- Seek opportunities to make full use of 
biotechnology knowledge and research on a 
state-province or regional basis and between the 
three countries.   

Maintain on work plan and continue 
monitoring issues and share information 
on new developments. 

Continue to work for joint 
support of a risk-based 
science approach to LLP - 
that the zero-tolerance 
approach is not an option. 

 
Pesticide Harmonization 
 

 
Leads:  Saskatchewan,  
 
 
Past Leads: North Dakota  
Montana, Florida, British 
Columbia, Prince Edward 
Island 

- Joint efforts to achieve regulatory pesticide 
harmonization particularly in the areas of pricing, 
MRL, availability and common labeling.   
 
  

Maintain on work plan and continue to 
monitor for opportunities to work 
toward harmonization.   

Update as needed.  (this 
issue has been taken up by 
the RCC) 
 

 
Country of Origin Labeling 
 

 
Past Leads:  Alberta, Florida 
Others:  Manitoba, Ontario, 
Saskatchewan, Quebec, 
Missouri, Utah,  Montana 

- Impacts of COOL legislation at federal and state 
levels.  
 

- Maintain on workplan and continue 
monitoring. 

-  
-  

- Continue dialogue on 
issues of concern 

Food Safety Leads:   
Saskatchewan 
Minnesota 

Countries are enhancing food safety laws and 
regulations.  In U.S. as many as 50 new 
regulations, guidelines, reports and the like are 
expected to be developed in next 2 years.  
Impact on trade practices could be significant. 

Monitor regulatory actions in both 
countries for potential trade impact.   

Both countries are to share 
new developments. 

 



 

 

Mexico /U.S. Accord Working Group 

2010-2011 WORK PLAN for consideration at 20
th

 Annual Tri-National Agricultural Accord 

 Note:  This is a working document subject to revision as activities proceed and new issues develop.  Last Revised:  September 4, 2012 

  
ISSUE 

 
STATES ITEM 

 
ACTION 

 
COMMENTS           

Animal Health  

Animal Traceability 

Cross border 

movement of breeding 

livestock 

Emerging Animal 

Disease Preparedness 

Fever Ticks, TB, 

Brucellosis 

 

Leads:  

 

Progress being made in animal 

identification/traceability programs  

 

Movement of breeding livestock across 

border is a concern  

  

 

Continue to maintain the Border Governors Agriculture 

Work Table’s Animal Health Technical Committee as 

the lead on these issues. 

 

Monitor progress of animal traceability plans in each 

country and ensure animal identification is compatible in 

the three countries. 

 

Hear updates regarding fever ticks, TB and brucellosis. 

Updates  from US and 

Mexico delegates these 

issues, if available. 

 

Collaborative efforts on 

Emerging Animal Disease – 

Discussion to be discussed in 

Tri-lateral meeting on 

Harmonization – continued 

discussion as necessary in bi-

lateral meeting 

Plant Health  

asian citrus psylid 

Boll Weevil 

Potatoes 

Leads:  

ACP - ? 

Boll Weevil:  TX 

Potatoes: CO 

Efforts to address ACP 

Increasing incidence of Boll Weevil on 

both sides of border 

 

Potatoes: Expand market access for 

U.S. fresh potatoes into Mexico. 

Boll Weevil:  support for a more formal method to 

share information on this issue.   

 

Identify leads on issues and 

pursue concept, report at 

next meeting of Bi-lateral 

working group. 

Monitor Biosecurity 

and Bioterrorism 

Activities 

 

 

Leads:  

 

 

 

During the 2005 Accord Meeting, it was 

reported that New Mexico had made a 

report at the Border Governors’ Work 

Table on Agriculture that a bioterrorism 

exercise is planned on animal and plant 

health issues and food safety with 

support from USDA, FDA and Mexican 

counterparts. 

Update the working group on current activities Determine if follow up is 

needed/desired; take action 

accordingly 

Food Safety 

 

Produce food safety 

Leads: Countries are enhancing food safety laws 

and regulations.  In U.S. as many as 50 

new regulations, guidelines, reports and 

the like are expected to be developed in 

next 2 years.  Impact on trade practices 

could be significant. 

Monitor regulatory actions in both countries for 

potential trade impact.   

Producers in both countries hurt when negative events 

occur, no matter how small.  Messaging should be 

designed to provide least minimal impact on industries. 

Both countries are to share 

new developments and 

consider developing 

common advocacy 

messaging/ Joint statement.   

Agriculture Extension Leads: Mexico States asked for assistance in 

creating a partnership on agriculture 

extension 

Item added to work plan. Add issue to Bilateral Work 

plan; identify leads and 

discuss at next meeting.  

Also, add to Tri-lateral Rural 

Development working group 
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