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30th Annual Tri-National Agricultural Accord Communiqué 
 

Continuing a long-standing province/state relationship among Canada, the United States (U.S.) 
and Mexico, the 30th annual meeting of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord was hosted by the 
United States from October 25th through the 27th, 2021 in Arlington, VA. State and Provincial 
delegates from the Canadian provinces, and Mexican and U.S. states gathered both in-person 
and online to strengthen collaboration for the advancement of the agricultural sectors of the 
three North American countries.  
 
As the tri-lateral trade agreement between the United States of America, the United Mexican 
States, and Canada continues to be implemented, delegates focused their attention on current 
and emerging issues and opportunities facing the sector. Delegates discussed ways to expand 
North American agricultural trade among our countries and leverage our unique relationships to 
improve the competitiveness of North American agriculture in the global 
marketplace.  Stakeholders from Canada, Mexico, and the United States provided perspectives 
on agricultural marketing and trade promotion, cybersecurity, climate resilience, and African 
Swine Fever.  Additionally, delegates heard stakeholder perspectives on efforts within the United 
Nations to achieve a higher degree of sustainability in global food systems. 
 
Federal officials addressing delegates included: Daniel Whitley, Administrator of the USDA 
Foreign Agricultural Service; Luc Rivard, Acting Director General, International Affairs Branch, 
Agriculture and Agri-food Canada; Ty Curran, Acting Director General for National Cyber Security, 
Public Safety; Carlos Vazquez Ochoa, Minister for Agricultural Affairs Embassy of México in the 
U.S.; Laura Gomez, Deputy Director of Policies, Prospective and Climate Change, SADER; and Dr. 
Roberto Navarro, Mexico-U.S. Prevention Commission, SENASICA. 
 
Delegates acknowledge that there remain issues impacting agricultural trade within North 
America and reaffirm their commitment that regulation of sanitary and phytosanitary concerns 
be based on sound science and the principles of quantifiable risk assessment.  
  
Celebrating three decades of collaboration through the Tri-National Agricultural Accord, 
delegates reflected on the forum’s governance structure. A draft Terms of Reference was 
reviewed that reaffirms the Tri-National Agricultural Accord as a forum for provinces and states 
to enhance collaboration among themselves, and with federal governments and industry 
partners on agricultural trade and development issues. It recognizes the relationships that have 
developed through this forum with the Consultative Committees on Agriculture and the potential 
to establish a formal role for state and provincial agricultural leaders to participate in other 
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committees under the Trade Agreement known in the United States as USMCA, CUSMA in 
Canada, and TMEC in Mexico.  
 
In addition, the attached joint statements were agreed to by the respective bilateral and tri-
lateral working groups. 
 
In recognition of the importance of the Accord for the future and to continue strengthening our 
relationships, Mexico extended an invitation to Canada and the United States to attend the 31st 
meeting of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord in Mexico. 
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Tri-Lateral Working Group Statements 
 
Global Agricultural Trade  
 
The Ministers, Secretaries, Commissioners, and Directors of the State and Provincial departments of 
agriculture from Canada, Mexico and the U.S. acknowledge the vital importance of open markets 
and science-based trade in North America.  
 
As our nations continue to implement the USMCA/CUSMA/TMEC, the delegates seek to use the 
new agreement to expand economic opportunities for the next generation of farmers and ranchers; 
employ the growing power of our North American trade block to influence policies and 
opportunities in the global market; and enhance the role of States and Provinces in addressing local 
and regional concerns, including collaboration to prevent and respond to the introduction of plant 
and animal pests and diseases.  
 
Cyber-Security 
 
Cybersecurity has emerged as a serious risk in relation to food safety and security because of the 
increased use of technology and digitalization to run food production and processing from the farm 
to the consumer.  Vulnerability of the just in time distribution of food means such attacks could lead 
to devastating financial losses, loss of confidential business information and intellectual property, 
loss of public trust and disruptions to our nations’ food supply. 
 
Delegates discussed the role and responsibilities of state and provincial government relative to 
cybersecurity. Delegates discussed opportunities to support the agriculture and agri-business 
sectors, and ways to encourage stakeholders to assess their vulnerability through risk-based 
approaches as described in the USMCA/CUMSA/TMEC (Article 19.15: Cybersecurity).  
 
USMCA/CUSMA/TMEC Committee Governance  
 
Delegates showed support for the mechanisms established under USMCA/CUSMA/TMEC to 
enhance collaboration, encourage transparency, and implement important chapters of the 
agreement. States and provinces look forward to contributing to and complimenting the work of 
committees such as the Committee on Agriculture, the Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Committee and 
the Technical Barriers to Trade Committee.  
 
Due to the potential impact on states and provinces, and because of our close ties to local 
stakeholders and communities, it will be important for these committees to solicit feedback from 
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states and provinces. This may include establishing new formal mechanisms or leveraging existing 
consultative mechanisms, like the Tri-National Agricultural Accord and any domestic processes in 
place within each country. 
 
As governance structures under the trade agreement are established or refined in the months 
ahead, states and provinces together recommend to our federal partners that founding documents 
include formal commitments to engage stakeholders, including states and provinces. 
 
United Nations Food Systems Summit 
 
Delegates initiated discussions related to opportunities and challenges emanating from efforts by 
the United Nations to examine global food systems.  Delegates affirm their commitment that 
policies impacting on agricultural trade both within North America and globally must be based on 
sound scientific principles including reliance on quantitative risk assessment. 
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Mexico-Canada Bi-Lateral Work Group Joint Statements 

 
United States Rule on Importation of Small Ruminants 
 
Delegates from Canada and Mexico noted that the U.S. has not yet released the final rule on 
Importation of Small Ruminant Animals.  The resolution of this issue is a necessary step to grow 
livestock trade in North America and to help rural economies rebuild after the COVID pandemic.  
 
Focus on Growing Trade 
 
Delegates from Mexico and Canada acknowledged the importance of trade and investment 
between the two countries in agricultural goods and services in support of their respective 
economic recoveries post COVID-19.  Implementation of CUSMA will bolster rural economies and 
the livelihood of those employed in the agriculture sector. State and provincial delegates are 
interested in promoting our agri-food value proposition through participation at trade shows, 
outreach missions and by developing relationships with each other, potential buyers and industry 
stakeholders. States and provinces encourage members of the FPATPC and staff of AMSDA to 
continue meeting quarterly or more often to discuss issues and opportunities for collaboration and 
future engagement. 
 
Innovation in Agriculture 
 
Canadian and Mexican officials discussed the importance of capturing value from technology and 
innovation that improve sustainability, competitiveness, productivity, and drive economic growth in 
the agriculture sector. Innovation in agriculture will continue to be important as we seek to feed a 
growing population and address issues of food insecurity.  Joint dialogue will support development 
of regulation and policy that compliments innovative work occurring across North America. 
Delegates agreed to ongoing discussion outside of the annual Accord meeting to examine the 
important role of new technologies in meeting agricultural development and sustainability goals, 
and the role of science and risk-based regulation to support the integrated North American supply 
chain. This may include trilateral dialogue with the United States, as well. 
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Canada-United States Bi-Lateral Work Group Joint Statements 
 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA/CUSMA)  
 
Delegates continue to express optimism that the tri-lateral trade agreement known in Canada as 
CUSMA and in the United States as USMCA, presents opportunities for significant expansion of 
agricultural trade between our nations.  While the agreement resolved some long-standing 
concerns and established mechanisms to resolve others, delegates acknowledge that issues remain 
related to specific commodities that require further attention.  
 
Delegates reaffirm that the USMCA/CUSMA biotechnology provisions are the gold-standard and 
urge federal governments to continue to partner in bilateral and multilateral settings to promote 
the resolution of biotechnology issues globally. 
 
Delegates affirm their intention to work cooperatively to expand the role of States and Provinces in 
the ongoing implementation of the USMCA/CUSMA.  
 
Animal Disease and Plant Pests 
 
Although African Swine Fever is a federally reportable disease, states or provinces will be involved 
in response should there ever be an outbreak in one of our countries.  Tri-National Accord delegates 
will aim to work together at the regional level to share planning and preparedness activities and 
best practices on how they plan to deal with an ASF incursion into their region. This could serve as a 
model for increased collaboration on other foreign animal disease concerns in the future. Co-chairs 
of the Canada-U.S. Bilateral Working Group will facilitate an introduction of the chief veterinary 
officer networks in our respective countries as an initial step. 
 
Canadian delegates shared that in May 2021, Canada obtained its negligible risk status for bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy from the World Organization for Animal Health, and explained their 
position that requirements for permanent identification on cattle not bound for immediate 
slaughter that were imposed due to the different bovine spongiform encephalopathy statuses 
between Canada and the U.S. should be removed as a result. 
 
Delegates support efforts of our federal partners to examine the benefits of establishing regional 
mechanisms to address plant health concerns. 
 
Delegates agree to work together to promote science-based decision-making regarding 
international regulation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures. 
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Mexico-United States Bi-Lateral Work Group Joint Statements 
 

United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA/TMEC)  
 
Delegates continue to express optimism that the tri-lateral trade agreement known in Mexico as T-
MEC and in the United States as USMCA, presents opportunities for significant expansion of 
agricultural trade between our nations.   
 
Delegates expressed concern related to policies that restrict access to agricultural technologies and 
impede trade between the United States and Mexico. 
 
Delegates agree to work together to promote science-based decision-making regarding 
international regulation of sanitary and phytosanitary measures. To this end, delegates have 
established a bi-lateral work group to advance these goals and have invited Canada to join this 
group. 
 
Delegates reaffirm that the USMCA/T-MEC biotechnology provisions are the gold-standard and urge 
federal partners to continue to partner in bilateral and multilateral settings to promote 
biotechnology acceptance and resolve issues globally. 
 
Delegates discussed emerging threats to North American agricultural including the increased risk of 
African Swine Fever and threats to cyber-security and affirm their commitment to greater levels of 
coordination to effectively mitigate these risks. 
 
Delegates affirm their intention to work cooperatively to expand the role of States and Provinces in 
the ongoing implementation of the USMCA/CUSMA.  
 
Delegates continue to work to establish a formal governance structure for the Tri-National 
Agricultural Accord and seek to ratify this instrument on or before the 2022 meeting of the Accord. 


