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Subject of Action Item Ca:  
Critical Need for Export Markets 

Submitted by:  
Director Sandison, Washington  

Text of Action Item:  
NASDA calls on the administration to implement a trade policy strategy that advances the interests of U.S. 
agriculture producers around the world by  pursuing new free and fair trade agreements that will provide 
market access for U.S. farmers and ranchers--especially because other countries continue to complete trade 
agreements that will put U.S. producers at a competitive disadvantage, preserving current multilateral and 
bilateral free trade agreements, and ensuring a stable trade policy environment that recognizes agriculture 
both provides an important trade surplus and often bears the brunt of retaliatory actions against the U.S. 

After a year of renegotiations, it is critical for the administration to swiftly conclude its modernization 
efforts with Canada and Mexico of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to ensure continued, 
superior access to these lucrative North American markets. Also, NASDA appreciates the administration’s 
swift review and renegotiation of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement (KORUS) and fully supports its 
continued implementation.  

While it’s necessary to preserve and build upon the preferential access the U.S. maintains in existing export 
markets, it is equally important to aggressively pursue new trade agreements with trading partners to 
ensure a level playing field for American farmers and ranchers to allow them to with their foreign 
competitors. Specifically, NASDA urges the administration to enter into free trade agreement negotiations 
with countries of the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) the U.S. currently 
does not have free trade agreements with, as well as other countries in the Asia-Pacific region.  

Further, NASDA requests that Congress ensure the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative and the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture have the necessary resources to execute the modernization of NAFTA, the 
implementation of KORUS, and to pursue new trade agreements in the Asia-Pacific and other regions of the 
world. Additionally, in the spirit of Article I of the Constitution, which delegates to Congress the authority to 
levy duties and regulate international commerce, NASDA urges Congress to fulfill its role in overseeing 
international trade and the authorities it has delegated to the president on trade.  



National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 

 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture www.nasda.org 
4350 Fairfax Drive  (202) 296-9680 
Suite 910 
Arlington, VA 22203 

Finally, while NASDA understands there are legitimate issues for the administration to address—particularly 
with intellectual property challenges with China—it is imperative these issues be addressed through 
comprehensive negotiations and with a coalition of likeminded partners, rather than unilateral actions that 
put agriculture at risk and alienate our closest trade and national security allies.  
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