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Although the winter weather didn’t seem very bad around Des Moines this year, I think most everyone is 

ready for spring.  The calendar says spring has begun so hopefully it will warm up and the growing season 

can get underway. Another sign of spring for NASS is the release of the Prospective Plantings report, 

providing a look at what farmers intend to plant for the coming year. This report is anxiously awaited by 

everyone involved in agriculture and will be published along with the Grain Stocks and Hogs & Pigs reports 

on March 29th.  Thank you for all your hard work and dedication to collecting data from farmers to help us 

make these reports as accurate and reliable as possible.  Spring also brings 

on the first publication of NASS’s weekly Crop Progress and Condition 

report.  The first issue for the 2018 season will be published on April 2nd. 

 

If you have kids or grandkids around, you know the other tell tail sign of 

spring is spring break. It doesn’t matter if they are in elementary school or 

college, they all seem to be ready to take a break from school and go on 

vacation. My kids are no exception but vacation to millennials means 

doing something experiential. For my daughter, that turned into 

participating in a treetop adventure which according to the brochure is a 2-

3 hour journey through the forest canopy as you take on suspended 

obstacles, Tarzan swings and breathtaking zip lines – all with an 

incredible view. What more could you ask for? Since she didn’t want to 

do it alone, guess who got to experience this high wire act with her? Dear 

old dad. But I have to say, zip lining from 40 feet in the air across a lake 

when you are not fond of heights and can’t swim can surely make you Go 

Ape! (Go Ape is the name of the company that provides these treetop 

adventures – www.goape.com/adventures/treetop-adventure). By the time 

we were through the course, I have to say it was more fun than I expected 

and reinforced that you are never too old to take on a new challenge or 

learn something new. 

 

We continue to accept returns from the Census of Agriculture. Response from farmers in our region as of 

March 27th stood at 62% in Iowa, 56% in Minnesota, and 58% in Wisconsin. Staff in the office are diligently 

editing Census records to correct any reporting errors in addition to working on our normal monthly, 

quarterly, and annual surveys, including the ARMS III records that you have completed.  Thanks to your hard 

work on the ARMS III survey, our region ranks the highest nationally for the number of completed records.  

However, keep in mind that our region also has the second largest sample size for this survey. So, with just a 

few weeks left to collect ARMS III data, we need you to do your best to get as many completed as possible.  

Your efforts will not only increase the ARMS III response rate but the Census response rate as well.  As 

always, thanks for your efforts, keep up the good work, and be safe! 

Out of my comfort zone – zip lining 



 

 

 

UPCOMING TRAINING 

MINNESOTA 
 

Mid-Year Training: 

     May 8—10, Alexandria 

WISCONSIN 
 
Mid-Year Training: 

   May 15-17, DeForest 

June Area 

The June Area survey is one of the largest annual NASS survey projects. The data collected are used to 

supply direct estimates of acreage and measures of sampling coverage. The June Area survey utilizes an 

area sampling frame consisting of all land in a state, divided into segments. In our region, there are approx-

imately 800 segments for data collection, down from the historic sample of approximately 1,000. All farm 

operators operating within the boundaries of the selected segments are interviewed. Data collection occurs 

in early June. 

 

Agricultural Survey 

The Ag Survey provides detailed estimates of crop acreage, yields and production, and quantities of grain 

and oilseeds stored on farms. The Ag Survey is  conducted quarterly in all states. The sample targets pro-

ducers of row crops and small grains and farms operations with grain storage capacity. Each state has a 

unique set of commodities asked depending on which commodity is grown in the state and at what acreage 

level. Commodities are collected according to their growing season. For instance, data for a small grain 

like winter wheat would be obtained in December, March, and June, to determine acreage, and in Septem-

ber to determine production. On the other hand, data for row crops, like corn, are collected in March and 

June for acreage determination, and again in December after the majority of the crop is harvested and the 

production has been determined. Data are used by commodity markets, educational institutions, state, and 

federal agencies, farm and ranch operators, and others for market assessment, planning, decision making 

and ongoing research. 

 

Hog Report 

The Hog Report provides detailed inventory of breeding and marketing hogs and the future supply of mar-

ket hogs on a quarterly basis. The United States Code, Title 7, Section 2204 authorizes the quarterly Hog 

Inventory survey. Hog owners, including contractors, are the target population. All states are included in 

the December Hog survey while producers in the largest 29 hog producing states (including Iowa, Minne-

sota, and Wisconsin) are surveyed during the following three quarters. Hog operations who own hogs in 

more than one state report inventories by state so the hogs and pigs are allocated to the proper state.  

 

Objective Yield  

The Objective Yield (OY) surveys provide data for monthly yield forecasts beginning in August through 

harvest. Our region is involved in the OY program for 3 crops: Corn, Soybeans, and Potatoes. All 3 states 

are involved in Corn OY; Iowa and Minnesota participate in Soybean OY; Minnesota and Wisconsin are in 

the Potato OY program. 

 

UPCOMING SURVEYS 

IOWA 
 
Mid-Year Training: 

   May 15-17, West Des Moines 

 

Corn and Soybean Objective Yield Training: 

Mini-schools between July 9 and July 20 



 

 

 

 Steve Stockdale, Estimate Section 
 
When most people hear the term March Madness, they think of 

the NCAA basketball tournament. In the estimates section, March 

Madness can take on a different meeting. With 5 or 6 large sur-

veys going on during March, we always seem to be scrambling to 

get the work done. This year, just for fun, we added the Census of Agricul-

ture to our workload. I am hoping March Madness does not turn into April 

Madness, May Madness and so on. We shall see. 

 

As I am typing this, we are starting to set the acreage estimates from the 

March Ag Survey. These will be released at the end of the month in our na-

tional Prospective Plantings publication. This is one of our most anticipated 

releases of the year; it is a first look at what farmers intend to plant. Last year 

we were wondering if farmers were going to make a large shift from corn to 

soybeans. This year, no one seems to know what the farmer’s plans are. Be 

sure to look at the release to find out. As always, thanks for the great job you 

do collecting data. Our job is not possible without you. 

 
 

 
NEW  

EMPLOYEES 
 

Jim Gaines (IA) 

Kiah Katcher (IA) 

Gwendolyn Phillips (IA) 

 

Dwight Bordewyk (MN) 

Bruce Carter (MN) 

John Hulst (MN) 

Alan Withers (MN) 

 

Joseph Pribek (WI) 

Keith Watson (WI)  NASDA Newsletter: July 2018 

The next NASDA Newsletter will be published in July 2018.   

Do you have any interesting stories from ARMS III or  

your mid-year training to share?  

Submit your story or picture to your NASDA Coordinator by  

Thursday, June 14 to be included in the next newsletter . 
 

 

MADE JUST 
FOR YOU! 

Remember —  

the NASDA/NASS web-

site contains a wealth of  

information for you.   

 

This is where you will 

find your handbook,  

accident forms,  

safety tips,  

newsletters,  

survey descriptions,  

timesheet information, 

and much more. 
 

Visit 

www.nasda.org 
often to keep 

informed 

Tiffany Byrne, MN NASDA Coordinator 
 
Success usually comes to those who are too busy to be look-

ing for it. ~ Henry David Thoreau 

 

This is so true this time of year for NASS/NASDA, especial-

ly on a Census year. While you all out in the field are busy wrapping up 

ARMS III data collection, the office has been busy planning the Super-

visor retreat, the Mid-year trainings, OY trainings and everything in be-

tween. But at the mid-year trainings in May, we will pause a moment to 

award those enumerators, supervisors, and groups who have stayed so 

busy that success has found them. I hope success has found each of you 

in both in life and in work this first quarter of 2018. I have been so busy 

with work and life that my mind is just blown by the fact that my baby 

girl turns 1 this month. Seems like just yesterday I was on my maternity 

leave and missing out on the June Area rush. This year though I am 

thrilled to be back in the mix of all the June Area festivities! 



 

 

 

NASS PUBLICATIONS 
   

1) From the iPad home screen, select NASS Icon. 

2) Scroll down to the ‘Reports Calendar by Year’ and tap on March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Scroll down to March 29 and select the  

     report you would like to view.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Each release is provided in 3 file formats, listed here. 

     If you don’t already have a preference,   

     we suggest selecting [PDF]. 

 

 

 

 

 

GET TO KNOW YOUR iPAD!! 

 

Both Greg and Steve mention the publications of data collection that was completed in March. 

Record your time under Project Code 350. 


