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Subject of Policy Amendment 2:  
Agriculture, Resiliency and Climate Adaptation 

Section Number or Title to be Amended:  
7.7 Agriculture, Resiliency and Climate Adaption 

Submitted by:  
Karen Ross (CA); Kate Greenberg (CO); Thom Petersen (MN); Alexis Taylor (OR) and Derek Sandison (WA) 

Text of Policy Amendment: 

Responding to changing climate and erratic weather patterns is crucial for the economic and environmental 
viability of the agriculture sector. Extended intense weather disasters threaten producers’ bottom lines, 
agricultural systems, and food security. Yet, farming and ranching has a unique role in enhancing and 
protecting the nation’s land, water and other natural resources, thus building resiliency and adapting to a 
changing climate.   

As governments, corporations and philanthropic communities develop policies, investment tools, ecosystem 
markets and incentives to address a changing climate, farmers and ranchers have much to contribute. 
Opportunities include climate smart agricultural practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, capture 
carbon from the atmosphere and store it in the soil; and strategies to protect land, crops, and livestock from 
changing climate conditions. Many farmers and ranchers are already using climate smart strategies to reduce 
emissions, sequester carbon, and improve resiliency. Investing in research, incentive programs for voluntary 
practices and technical assistance will equip farmers and ranchers with additional options to protect and 
conserve natural resources through on-farm practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon 
sequestration, and adjust to a changing climate. 

• NASDA supports voluntary, incentive-based climate smart agricultural programs. These are programs 
designed to sustainably increase agricultural productivity and incomes; help farmers and ranchers 
build resiliency and climate adaptation; and, reduce and/or remove greenhouse gas emissions, 
where possible. 
 

• NASDA believes that advocacy and further outreach is needed to increase policy makers’ and 
consumers’ awareness of the environmentally sustainable on-farm work of farmers and ranchers and 
the risks of climate change to the agricultural industry and food security.   

 

• NASDA encourages the collaboration of governments, corporations and philanthropic communities 
with state departments of agriculture and local communities to further the establishment and 
expansion of voluntary, incentive-based climate smart agricultural programs. 
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• NASDA further encourages Congress to enact and fund voluntary, incentive-based climate smart 
agricultural programs as part of the Farm Bill and other vehicles that consider agriculture’s unique 
role in building resiliency and climate adaptation.   

 

• NASDA encourages Congress to support research and forecasting tools that will help agriculture 
adapt to the effects of a changing climate, including increased pests and disease, changes in suitable 
cropping systems, and increases in extreme weather events.  

 

• NASDA supports expanding federal tools, including the soil health provision in the 2018 Farm Bill, to 
incentivize and measure soil health improvements. Soil health incentives can encourage farmers to 
adopt practices that improve soil heath and increase carbon levels. Improved protocols for measuring 
the gains in soil carbon from soil health improvements can support development of markets for soil 
carbon capture and storage. 
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