
 1 

 

UN FSS Pre-Summit Day 3 Recap 

July 28,2021 

 

City and Local Food Systems 

● Cities are the place where most people live, and most food is consumed. Focus on city 

level-action and pulling the levers of soft power can influence national change. There were 

also calls for decentralization as a means of boosting security and resilience of food 

systems. 

● School feeding was a strong recurring theme, with the need for sustainable and healthy 

school meals referenced throughout. In Addis Ababa, school feeding programs also 

provide employment opportunities to local women.  

● Many speakers called for the reforming of procurement policies to favor sustainable and 

healthy food.  

● Private sector partnerships were encouraged in order to provide robust school feeding 

programs 

Watch outs from the Session 

● Michelle Obama’s foundation Partnership for a Healthier America called for use of the term 

‘nature positive’ instead of ‘sustainable’, and highlighted private sector partnerships to link 

families with a supply of affordable and sustainable fresh produce. 

● Strong intervention from Bristol (UK) Deputy Mayor’s comments of note: City of Bristol has 

adopted a policy to ban junk food advertising, updated procurement policies. Called on 

cities to follow Bristol’s lead and ‘pull on the levers of soft power’ with a one-city approach. 

● Gehl foundation underlined that private sector partnership will help to make the healthy 

choice the easy choice. Discussed how the ‘foodscape’ influences behavior - signals like 

signage and invisible cues like smells, sounds and presence of other people. In south 

London, with high levels of child obesity, Gehl found that two-thirds of all youth spend time 

at bus stops in cities. Fast food follows public transport, with fast food chains paying a 

premium to be close to bus stops. 

 

Ministerial Roundtable on UN Food Systems Summit and Rio Conventions on Biodiversity, 

Climate Change and Desertification  

● Countries are looking ahead to not only COP26 but to link the UNCCD, FCCC, CBC and EP 

● Countries want to see food as part of all UN committees for a holistic approach 

 

Scaling up School Meals  

● The Deputy Secretary provided remarks and support for the School Feeding Coalition. 

Focused on international funding and McGovern Dole Program (more notes to come) 

 

Steering the Food Systems Summit Towards Full Integration of Blue Foods for Health, Wealth 

and Ecological Recovery 

● Blue foods offer opportunities to address nutritional and environmental challenges. 

● The important role of blue foods in food systems need to be recognized and they need to be 

integrated into discussions such as the FSS and national food system policies. 

● The ocean is a shared resource, so blue foods need to be addressed regionally and globally. 

● There is general support for the formation of an Alliance for Blue Food. 
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Watch outs from the Session 

● The “Alliance for Blue Food” was referred to as a “Coalition” by a few speakers, and in his 

closing remarks Leape referenced it taking shape in conjunction with the FSS timeline. 

 

Synthesis Plenary  

● Dr. Wai-Cha Chan, Managing Director, Consumer Goods Forum - Consumers and Private 

Sector - noted 8 recommendations: take action, adopt 80/20 rule, use science-evidence-

based approach, coalitions and collaboration, need multi-level approach (ex: country and 

supply chain), work on coalitions where we can see immediate impact, measure it, be bold 

and innovative 

● Dr. David Nabarro provided a synthesis from the ministerial statements and roundtables, 

specifically noting that action is happening at the country level, there is a shift in mindset 

about food, 3 C’s were discussed frequently: climate, conflict, Covid, and innovation is 

absolutely key.  

● On a panel on moving forward focused on Dr. Joao Campari from WWF, Dr. Claudia Sadoff 

from CGIAR, and Dr. Jemimah Njuki from IFPR highlighted the need for science and 

research to be at the center of the food systems approach. They noted that the time for 

sustainability is over. We need to replenish and restore.  

 

Closing Session 

● Prince Charles of Wales criticized “agri-industry” for being profit-driven and destroying the 

natural systems on which it depends. He also highlighted his Terra Carta charter, part of his 

Sustainable Markets Initiative launched in 2020. 

● UAE highlighted the USA-UAE AIM for Climate Initiative and invited more countries to join 

● Several references to the true value of food, including a push by Mr. Peter Bakker for 

science to come to a consensus on its definition  

● Announced 8 Coalitions of Action, Zero Hunger and Nutrition, School Feeding, Food Loss 

and Waste (Food is never a Waste), Agroecology & Sustainable Livestock & Agricultural 

Systems, Aquatic & Blue Foods, Living Income, Resilience (local production for local 

consumption among themes), Finance and Implementation (finance, data, governance)  

● Representation from FAO, IFAD, WFP provided brief statements on the pre-summit and 

actions needed moving forward 

● Dr. Agnes Kalibata noted there was a significant amount of ideas presented at the pre-

summit, we are spending 3x more money than we should be spending in dealing with the 

challenges of our food system, and a massive amount of people are living outside the ability 

to afford a healthy diet 

● H.E. Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary General United Nations provided a closing 

statement and plans for the way forward, including:  

○ Anything we do must include those who are at the center of our food systems- must 

work with private sector and industry  

○ Called attention to the science group including perspective from indigenous people, 

and women 

○ National dialogues will continue as a the primary opportunity for countries to think 

through pathways  

○ The Coalitions of Action will be further refined 

○ The real work is at the country level  
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○ Noted there will be more information about movement forward in the coming weeks 

(ie coming back to Rome, Summit, Coalitions of Action, etc) 


