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UN FSS Pre-Summit Overview Day Two  
July 27, 2021 

 
Ministerial Roundtable – Transforming Food Systems for Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals: Rising to the Challenge: A moderated discussion on National and 
Regional Food Systems Transformation Pathways  

● Financing important for individual producers and the supply chain 
● Several developing countries called for modernization, market driven and more efficient 

systems with described goals reflective of the U.S. system (Philippines, Fiji, Armenia, 
Ghana, Cambodia) 

● Education was a consistent theme 
● Countries with a strong link to EU are focusing on organic production 

 
Better Finance, Better Food: How to Build a Food Finance Architecture that Supports 
Sustainable Food Systems:  

● The food system does not account for hidden costs  
● Farmers need more access to credit and financing 
● Food Securities Fund can take on more risk than a bank  

 
Catalyzing Country-led Innovation to Transform Food Systems  

● Many of the speakers pointed to the importance of sharing innovation insight, creating 
country to country partnerships and better managing data (“One Map” - world map of 
data) 

● UAE noted the importance of innovation and technology in their country specifically 
drawing attention to their goal of becoming a world food hub  

● Unilever provided a statement noting the importance of the “three Cs” when it comes to 
innovation: crop, country, coalition, all three need to be clearly known in order to help 
solve problems in the food system  

● A Representative from the Rockefeller Foundation called attention to the report on the 
true cost of food and noted this is an area of opportunity  

 
Unleashing the Power of the Plate - for the Health of People and Planet  

● The session focused on Action Track 2 themes of shifting to sustainable consumption 
patterns and was generally not friendly to current ag practices or food processing 

● Discussion around food systems transformation noted the need to address high intakes 
of “ultra-processed foods” high in salt, sugar, and fat as the major contribution of 
malnutrition and obesity 

● Several proposals to introduce labeling schemes, excise taxes, marketing restrictions (to 
minors), putting “One Health” at the center of approaches, and having mechanisms for 
better private sector and corporate accountability  

● At the same time, others discussed that no one single food system is perfect for 
everyone and must capture culture and the need to focus on dietary guidance, school 
feeding programs, food loss and waste, and antimicrobial resistance 

● Unhealthy diets were defined by another speaker as including too much meat while 
another speaker did recognize there could be sustainable livestock methods to embrace 

● Speakers tied plant-based diets to improving soil quality 
● Speakers also discussed the need to invest in scalable solutions, make real change, 

focus on education and how to change consumer behavior and choices  
● Noted that food preferences are influenced by the background environment about 

choices  
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Ensuring No One is Left Behind: Equitable Livelihoods in Food Systems  
● The greatest food system change will be made at the local level 
● Indigenous people should play an important role in a sustainable food system 
● Actionable items are needed for food system transformation 
● Coalition created that is centered on labor rights, social protections 
● Dr. Kundhavi Kadiresan, CGIAR, says a strong coalition focused on research and 

science is needed 
● Commentary from Ajay Vir Jakhar, Farmers’ Forum India, wasn’t friendly to commercial 

agriculture 
 
Building Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks, and Stresses  

● To improve livelihoods 
● Not anti-trade but pro local production/agriculture 
● Did bring up a plant-based diet and incentive to move consumers away meat 

consumption 
 
Ministerial Roundtable – Transforming Food Systems for Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals  

● Countries that seemed to be closely aligned with the U.S. – Japan, UAE, Afghanistan, 
Argentina, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, possibly Slovenia 

● Infrastructure investment was a common theme 
● Innovation mentioned frequently 
● Developing countries focused on access to nutrition and food security  

 
Private Sector Priorities at the UN Food Systems Pre-Summit  

● Peter Bakker (WBCSD) opened, noting the WBCSD Business Declaration and 
suggested there would be broad support, particularly among large, multinational 
companies with the opportunity for it to continue to evolve. He again reiterated the need 
for the declaration to reflect the “True Value of Food” (not defined). 

○ Bakker gave the impression that the business community needs to sign the 
pledge and the companies that do not will be left behind 

● Gerda Verburg (Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement) was 
extremely strident in her statements claiming existing food systems are “destroying 
health and bankrupting our health systems” and calling on the private sector to do more, 
including strengthening the existing business declaration. She concluded by calling on 
business leaders to add workforce and environmental considerations to responsibilities 
they see to their shareholders and challenged them to let civil society guide them as they 
rethink leadership. 

● Other speakers included Wiebe Draijer (Rabobank), Mark Schneider (Nestle), Ramon 
Laguarta (Pepsi), Emmanuel Faber (Former Danone CEO and One Planet Business for 
Biodiversity Founder); Hanneke Faber (President of foods and refreshments, Unilever); 
Dann Wening (IDH); Cherrie Atilano (Agrea Ag Systems), Gilbert Houngbo (IFAD); and 
Rick White (PSM). 

● Common themes stressed by other speakers included: 
○ Private sector as an equal partner and key contributor to the transformation 

needed to make our food systems more sustainable. 
○ Soil health and sequestration as a key focus both to lower GHG emissions and to 

improve productivity. 
○ Multiple corporate Net Zero pledges—will play out through their entire supply 

chains with a need to focus on helping farmers reduce emissions. 
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○ Concept of a just transition where companies, government, civil society and other 
stakeholders all work together to incentivize and provide funds for farmers to 
transition to more sustainable production. Burden cannot only be on the farmers. 

○ Power of brands to educate consumers about the environmental/social impact of 
their choices.  

○ Value for biodiversity, including adding more crops to global cultivation and 
looking to varieties to reduce impact. 

○ Workforce development with a focus on living wages—commitments to work with 
governments and even competitors to improve living wages pre competitively. 

○ Don’t forget about small farmers including thinking about creative ways to train 
them and have them train their peers in new technologies and techniques that 
show value for them. 

Leaning into Food Systems Transformation: Civil Society Experiences in the 
Independent Dialogues (notes to come) 
 
From the G20 Matera Declaration to the Food Systems Summit: A Framework for 
Emerging Coalitions of Action  

● Speakers spoke in support of the Matera Declaration and discussed efforts to end food 
insecurity 

● Italian Foreign Minister expressed concern for genetically modified foods  
● Other themes included innovation and trade, as well as empowerment of women and 

youth 
 
Mobilizing Trillions for Food Systems Transformation - Financing for Impact Leveraging 
the Pivotal Role of the Public Development Banks (PDBs)  

● Potential coalition supported by IFAD on sustainable financing  
● Small farmers produce 1/3 of the world’s food yet lack sufficient access to financing 
● Public and private financial institutions will need to work together in order to secure 

enough funding for food system transformation 
● Women and vulnerable populations need greater access to financing options 
● Several trillion dollars needed globally to align food system with SDGs 

 
Approaches to Follow Up and Review  

● Discussion focused around the need to think through the implementation of outcomes 
from the FSS after the Summit in September  

● Speakers emphasized the need for follow up mechanisms that work with nature to 
ensure that ecosystems support food security and strong monitoring and evaluation 
framework provides the basis to track progress 

● Chairperson, Committee on World Food Security (CFS) noted that CFS can be 
strengthened to help with implementation of CFS guidelines at a country/regional level. 
Also highlighted that overall, there needs to be more synergy between Rome agencies 
to help with implementation at a country level  

● Independent chair of FAO council noted if UNGA resolution is needed to task the UN 
system with what we are expecting the UN system to do and have transformative 
change  

● President, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) noted a 
proposed approach that is supported by the Rome UN agencies 

○ Ensure follow up mechanism are set up that aren’t too cumbersome 
○ Important to have UN at the center of the follow up mechanism (a Secretariat, to 

report to UN SG, to coordinate follow up) 
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○ Have this Secretariat work with the Champions of the Coalitions of 
Action/Solutions from FSS to follow up on/monitor. Secretariat should also be 
liaising with the UN country team  

○ Build out annual meetings of UN Rome agencies to ensure FSS outcomes are 
tackled and then have broader meeting every few years (2 or 4 years) to take 
stock. Tap on CFS conveying power (includes private sector and civil society). 

○ More details on this proposed follow up mechanism to come  
● Chair of the Executive Board of FAO noted the potential for linking strategic objectives 

within Rome based agencies to outcome objectives for FSS 
 
Mobilizing to Create 100% Living Incomes and Wages in Food Systems  

● Coalition of action announced on living income and wages 
● Baseline metrics and benchmarks need to be developed in order to identify how to 

address and where to start with efforts to get to 100% living incomes and wages 
● Diane Holdorf from WBCSD noted momentum in the private sector regarding the 

importance and setting of targets for achieving 100% living incomes and wages 
● Need ambition from governments, private sector, and other stakeholders to mobilize 

towards 100% living incomes and wages, including through collaboration, cooperation, 
and establishment of public-private partnerships 

● Afirin Rudaiyanto, Indonesian Deputy Minister of Maritime Affairs and Natural 
Resources, noted that Indonesia is ready to host G20 in 2022 and discuss food systems 

 
Regional Pathways to Transform Food Systems  

● Dr. Shenggen Fan, Former Director General, International Food Policy Research 
Institute (China) noted that consumers need to change their diet as it has become too 
westernized, with more people eating more meat, more than what is healthy, and that 
the EAT Lancet diet should be followed for health and sustainability reasons 

● Many of the speakers noted the need for consumers to drive change, the need to 
understand behavior change, and need for country to country connection  


