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June Crops APS Overview
• Purpose

– The Agricultural Survey Program 
obtains basic agricultural data from 
farmers and ranchers all over the 
nation for preparing agricultural 
estimates.

• Four major quarterly reports:

– March Prospective Plantings

– June Acreage

– September Small Grains Summary

– January Crop Production – Annual



*Referred to as June Crops APS (Acreage, 
Production, and Stocks)

• In AURA,

• Data collected will be used for producing the 
June 2019 Acreage and Stocks report, 
released on Friday, June 28, 2019

• The Agricultural Survey (June) works as our base 
for the list.

Agricultural Survey (June)



Agricultural Survey (June)
Paper Questionnaire



Screening Information

1) Verify the contact information with the respondent, make 
corrections as necessary.

2) If operator fails the screening and is out of business, obtain 
the “Official date” that they went out of business.

3) One Individual/Hired Manager/Partners…?

4) If # of partners, partner information must be verified in item 
#5 on page 2.

If it’s a new partner, obtain their contact info and make sure 
to check the verification boxes.

Agricultural Survey (June)



• All acres on the operation (IC900) 

Owned + Rented from – Rented to = Total Acres

- The remaining questions in the survey refer

to just the total acres operated

• Ask for cropland (IC802)

- Please do not skip this in AURA – with re-planted

acreage or fallow land, can be difficult to get

cropland total based on crops alone

- Include hay and CRP/gov’t programs

Section 1: Acres Operated



Section 2: Crops

Let’s talk rain and flooding….

1. If the seed made it into the ground, NASS counts 
it as planted.  Please collect this data!  If 
harvested question associated with planted 
(only certain crops), then put as 0 harvested 
with a note.  Please make a comment no matter 
what.



Section 2: Crops

Let’s talk rain and flooding….

2. If the operator intends to re-plant to a different crop, 
please collect the original crop planted data (if it made it 
into the ground per #1 on the previous slide) and also 
collect the second crop planted data and make a 
comment.

*What will happen is that DRO staff will see that crop planted acreage 
> total cropland in the operation, and we need an explanation!  Your 
comments will greatly reduce call-backs



Section 2: Crops

Let’s talk rain and flooding….

3.  If the operator intended to plant a crop in March, but it 
never made it into the ground, then do not collect this data 
(please make a comment but do not put data in a box with 
an item code).  Collect planted data as normal if op 
switched to another crop or just left fallow.



• Note: Winter Wheat was planted in the fall of 2018, 
and is to be harvested for grain in the summer of 
2019.

– Never leave harvested empty if the planted box 
has positive data. Make a remark if grown for 
other uses (abandoned, cover crop, grazed, etc).

• Arkansas includes Winter Wheat and Oats, 
Mississippi only includes Winter Wheat

– LA no longer ask Winter Wheat

Section 2: Crops



• All three states no longer ask Sweet Potatoes or 
Sorghum

• Be sure to list the varieties of Medium & Short 
Grain Rice planted
– You should see very little Short Grain Rice so obtaining the 

variety is key for verification

Note: List acres for all dry hay, alfalfa or alfalfa mix 
hay, and acres. Include land that is enrolled in 
government programs, such as the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP)

Section 2: Crops 



Section 2: Crops

• Section 2 concludes with acres that will be 
double-cropped in 2019.

– A farm with Winter Wheat and Soybean acreage is 
a strong indicator there will be double-cropping.

– Make comments on double-cropped acreage.



Section 2a – Genetically Modified 
Seed Use

• To help the USDA and the agricultural industry 
measure and evaluate the use of 
biotechnology

• Remember that you cannot have more 
acreage reported in Section 2a than you did in 
Section 2. 

• Corn, Soybeans, and Cotton
• Significant percentage of these 

crops are GMO (>95%) so if 
operator marks “no”, please 
verify that op used 
conventional seeds



• Storage Capacity includes only storage structures 
that are normally used for storing whole grains or 
oilseeds.
– Capacity = Ability to store commodities

– Stocks = Actual commodities on-hand in storage

• Report all storage capacity structures normally used 
on June 1, 2019.

********************************************************************************************************************

Section 3: Storage Capacity & 
Stocks



• Respondents are asked for the amount of each grain 
in bushels (on June 1, 2019) that are stored or on 
hand on the operation from 2018 and earlier crop 
years
– Exception:   In LA, rice stocks are asked in barrels

» 3.6 bushels per barrel, 1.62 cwt  per barrel

– Again, please list the variety of short grain rice 
stored

Section 3: Storage Capacity & 
Stocks



• Storage Capacity and Grain Stocks 
questions also show up on the 
following quarterly Agricultural 
Surveys:
• Crops APS - September 
• Crops APS - December 
• Crops APS - March

• Every quarter, we have a problem……

Section 3: Storage Capacity & Stocks



Most of your surveys are done in AURA

In AURA, be sure to place a ‘0’ or check 
“None” if operator reports no capacity.

*Always like a comment as well, such as 
“No GS” or “No cap”

Section 3: Storage Capacity & Stocks



Section 3: Storage Capacity & 
Stocks (Continued)

• New in June
– There will be an enumerator note in AURA that gives what 

the respondent previously reported in capacity as well as 
stocks

– Do not give this information to the operator

– Read the comment and make notes if needed before you 
conduct the interview; use to verify during the interview

• Be prepared for reluctant respondents and have 
answers ready to address any concerns.
– If a respondent won’t give you the amount stored:

• See if they would be willing to just tell you what commodities 
are on hand.

• Record “Don’t Know” for the commodities on hand and “0” 
for all others.



Section 4 – Value of Sales

• Item 1 asks respondents to give their 2018 
total Gross Value of Sales (VOS)

– If answered “None” or “$1 - $999”, then go to 
point section:  Codes 99 or 1 in IC860

• Item 2 asks which category represents the 
largest portion of the gross income reported.

– Only choose one category



• If the operation has changed hands, follow all of 
the screening questions.

• If you cannot get the name of the new operator, 
make your strongest effort to get the date the 
respondent ceased operating the farm named 
on the label on the front of the questionnaire.

Section 5: Change in Operator



• Do not wait to begin collecting the data

– Follow your supervisor’s instructions

• Never complete a questionnaire with FSA data.  Only record 
what is reported by a respondent 

• Be careful of “fat-fingering” (adding extra zeroes) or leaving off a 
zero in the storage capacity and stocks section

– This is a very common error that we see in the office using 
AURA

• Make comments in AURA on any gain/loss in storage that the 
operator may happen to mention during the interview

• When transferring data from one survey to another, transfer the 
notes on both surveys as well. 

Points to Remember



Any Questions?
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•What is Ag Yield?

– A monthly survey 
that measures 
production/yield 
changes on the 1st of 
the survey month 
due to weather, 
pests, and other 
factors. 

Ag Yield Survey



•Who are we calling? 

–Large or Small 
operations sampled 
from:

•March Ag Survey 
(List) for Small 
Grains

•June Ag Survey 
(List) for Row 
Crops

Ag Yield Survey



•Delta Region Small Grains Survey Timeline:

•Arkansas and Mississippi 

–May:

» Hay Stocks and Winter Wheat

–June and July

»Winter Wheat only (AR adds Oats Harv, Yld in July)

• Louisiana

–May Only

»Hay Stocks (no longer in Winter Wheat program)

Ag Yield Survey



• Row Crop Survey Months: 

– Arkansas August-November

» Corn, Soybeans, Peanuts, Upland 
Cotton, Rice, Alfalfa and Alfalfa 
Mixtures for Hay, All Other Hay
(no longer in Sorghum)

– Louisiana August-November

» Corn, Soybeans, Upland Cotton, 
Rice, Sugarcane, All Hay (no 
Sorghum

– Mississippi August-November

» Corn, Soybeans, Upland Cotton, 
Rice, Peanuts, All Hay (no 
Sorghum)

Ag Yield Survey



Ag Yield Survey

Yes or No 
determines if it’ll 
continue to be asked 
the following month

AR and MS June 2019 Ag Yield Survey



• Sharing Ideas: If the respondent reports a 
really high or really low yield, what would be 
some of the causes?

•Weather, Pests, Diseases, Farm practices 
etc. 

• Submit these comments because they are 
especially important when stat edits 
completed questionnaires, and it also help 
our office set reliable estimates

Ag Yield Survey



Questions? 



ISS/ARMS Purpose

• Also known as the Integrated Screening Survey (ISS)

• ARMS data are the USDA’s primary source of information on: 

– Agricultural resource use and costs, Farm sector financial 
conditions, Farm Household finances 

• Three Phases 

• ARMS I 

– Used to screen operations for the other two phases;  
operations in business with commodities of interest will be 
eligible for ARMS II and ARMS III 

• ARMS II (Oct – Dec ‘19) 

– Production practices, Resource use, Production costs 

• ARMS III (Jan – Apr ‘20)

– Whole farm finance information, Operator characteristics



Use of ISS/ARMS Data

• Benefits farmers indirectly through a variety of 
reports generated from ARMS II and ARMS III

• Which directly affect policy decisions: 

– Provides only national perspective on the financial 
conditions of production agriculture 

– Provides farm sector portion of the GDP 

– Identifies agricultural management strategies



General Survey Information

• Project Code: 905

• ARMS Phase I Screener 

– Questionnaires mail out - May 14 

• No publication/release for this survey 

– Screener only 

– ARMS II and ARMS III have their own publications



Enumerator’s  Job:
• Determine “in – business” status

• Collect acreage and value of sales

• Collect or confirm partner Information

• Minimize number of inaccessibles

ISS/ARMS I



Questionnaire same for all 3 states

Data collection in AURA on your iPad

ISS/ARMS I



Accurate screening is critically important: 
– Directly impacts quality of results in 
ARMS II and ARMS III 
– Year long “repercussions”

ISS/ARMS I



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview

Quick overview of the 
questionnaire



Screening question to determine 
if the operator is still in business

ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



Questions about the acreage on the operation.
Be sure to include everything! 

This information will be used on ARMS III.

ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



Positive responses for Cotton will be eligible for ARMS II and 
ARMS III sampling!

ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



ARMS III, Costs & Returns, selected based on Value 
of Sales (VOS) .

Broad categories from which to choose
From $0 to over $5,000,000

ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview

No sales or less than $1,000 in sales in 2018??? 
Complete Page 5, Points Section 



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview

We calculate “points” for what the operation 
has, in lieu of Value of Sales, where VOS is less 
than $1,000 



Why the “points” calculation?

Remember, NASS definition of a farm is any 
operation having sales of $1,000 or more during 
the year.

So, they raise something but don’t sell anything?
They could still be considered a farm, if 
what they have or produce is worth at 
least $1,000 (or 1,000 Points)

ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview

What kind of operation is it?

Question asks “Which category contributed 
the largest portion of farm gross income in 
2018?”



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview

What if they had no farm gross income/no 
sales in 2018?   What do you do? 

We still need to classify this operation!



Operating arrangement?
Identify partners, if any.

ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview



ISS/ARMS I 
Questionnaire Overview

Your 5-digit enumerator number 



Any Questions?

Thank You!

ISS/ARMS I



2019 Mid- Year Workshop
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Purpose of CAPS

• The County Agricultural Production Survey 

(CAPS) provides data needed to estimate 

acreage and production of selected crops at 

the county level for state and federal programs.

• Survey Period: 
• July 2019 – January 2020



County Ag Production Survey (CAPS)

• NASS conducts CAPS once a year in 
two phases

- The first phase collects data from small grain 
producers beginning in July. 

- The second phase collects data from row crop 
producers beginning in October. 



County Ag Production (CAPS)

• Provide county level acreage and production data used to 
establish county estimates for commodities approved by 
NASS. 

• Federal county estimates program is defined based on the 
needs of USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) and Farm 
Service Agency (FSA).

• RMA uses county estimate data directly to determine crop 
loss insurance payments for the Group Risk Plan (GRP) and 
Group Risk Income Protection (GRIP) insurance programs and 
indirectly in their actuarial process.

• FSA uses county estimates in many ways, including the new 
Agricultural Risk Coverage authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill, 
posted county price computation, and in administering 
disaster assistance programs. 



Introduction

• Screening questions used to 
determine: 

– Whether the operation is still in 
business

– If the operation has any 
agricultural activity



Section 1 - Acres Operated

• Asks about:

– Acres owned 

– Acres rented from others or used rent free (+)

– Acres rented to others (-) 

• Total Acres (=) 

• Of the total acres how much is cropland? 

• In what state and county was the largest value of 
your agricultural products raised or produced?



Section 2-Crops

Small Grain CAPS

– Small Grain Acres planted for all purposes (includes 
grain or seed, cover crop, nurse crop, grazed off,      

cut for hay/haylage/silage, or abandoned) 

Report Acres planted in the fall and harvested in the 2019 Crop Year.

• Exclude any mixed small grains OR small grains mixed with other 
crops 



Section 2- Crops

Row Crop CAPS
– Acres to be harvested for either grain or seed 

– Total grain and seed production OR yield per acre

– Acres for all other purposes (includes hay, haylage, 

silage, pasture, cover crop, abandoned or any other purpose)

• Report for all land operated, including land rented from others

• If harvest is not complete, get operator’s best estimate for acres 
and total production

• Report crops grown for any purpose for the 2019 crop year, even if 
the crop has been grazed off, plowed under, or abandoned



Things to Watch Out For

• Large acreage

• Large number of acres not for grain or seed

– Can be possible if cut for silage, abandoned, etc.

• Low/High yields

• Hay acres not included in cropland

• Harvested acres cannot be greater than 
planted



Any Questions?



July Milk Production



-How many on hand were milked 
on reference date

• Milk production from these milk 
cows (1 day’s production; gallons 
or pounds)

-Replacement price for a milk cow 
(in local area)

• Screening for Milk Cows
• How many milk cows were on the 

operation on reference date?



This will now be discontinued for our region



Hog Report

Quarterly:
March
June

September
December

Arkansas
and Mississippi 



Broken down by category – sows, boars, pigs

Hog Report



Hog Report

• Farrowing (action of giving 
birth): The typical litter 
rate should range from 6-9 
pigs per litter.

• Death Loss: We would 
expect there to be deaths 
from weaned pigs and 
older on the operation if 
hogs were previously 
reported. 



Hog Report

Get name/address 



Hog Report

• Section 2 
• Talk about the 

Intentions to own of 
raise hogs 



July Catfish Production



July Catfish Production

Sample - Operations that raise catfish in a 

controlled aquatic environment

Human intervention required

• Only collected in AL, AR, and MS in July

• When in doubt, write it out! Pounds are 

preferred method for inventory.



July Catfish Production

Broodfish:
Fish used for breeding.

Large Foodsize:
Over 3 lbs per fish.

Medium Foodsize:
Over 1.5 lbs to 3 lbs per fish.

Small Foodsize:
Over .75 lbs to 1.5 lbs per fish.

Large Stockers:
Over 180 lbs to 750 lbs per 1,000 
fish.

Small Stockers:
Over 60 lbs to 180 lbs per 1,000 
fish.

Fingerlings:
2 to 6 inches in length OR 2 to 60 
lbs per 1,000



Any Questions?



Wrap Up & Questions 

Tell us what you think!

Day 3 Evaluations: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WYHPP7D

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W982QBZ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WYHPP7D

