
 
 
 

 

27th Annual Tri-National Agricultural Accord Communiqué 
 

Continuing a long-standing province/state relationship among Canada, the United States (U.S.) and 

Mexico, the 27th annual meeting of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord took place in Monterrey, 

Nuevo León, from October 16 to 18, 2018.  State and Provincial delegates from three Canadian 

provinces, eleven Mexican states and eighteen U.S. states gathered to strengthen collaboration 

among the agricultural sectors of the three North American countries.  

 

Following conclusion of negotiations on the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), delegates 

acknowledged the importance of our long-established trade relationship and agreed to work 

together throughout the process towards the agreement’s approval and successful implementation. 

In addition, highlighting the importance to the economic vitality, security, and global 

competitiveness of the integrated North American agri-food sector, delegates emphasized the 

importance of fostering state and provincial collaboration on a host of issues, such as new 

agricultural and food technology, food safety, rural infrastructure, preparing the next generation of 

the agricultural workforce and pursuing collaborative efforts to improve capacity for pest and 

disease surveillance, prevention and rapid response. 

 

Nuevo León Secretary of Agriculture Rodolfo Farías Arizpe welcomed the delegates to the state of 

Nuevo León and emphasized the importance of agriculture to all three countries as well as the 

importance of officials from all three countries gathering annually to collaborate and identify 

solutions to challenges. AMSDA President and Puebla Secretary of Agriculture Rodrigo Riestra Piña, 

NASDA President and New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture Jeff Witte, and Manitoba Minister of 

Agriculture Ralph Eichler were the delegation leads for each country.   

 

Federal officials Enrique Sánchez Cruz, Chief Director, National Agro-Alimentary Health, Safety and 

Quality Service (SENASICA); Raúl Urteaga Triani, General Coordinator of International Affairs, 

Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA); Ken Isley, 

Administrator, U.S. Department of Agriculture Foreign Agricultural Service; Greg Ibach, Under 

Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs, U.S. Department of Agriculture; and Kathleen 

Donohue, Director General, International Affairs Branch, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

addressed the delegates.  





 
 
 

 

Tri-Lateral Harmonization Work Group Joint Statements 

Committing to Approval and Successful Implementation of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement  

The Ministers, Secretaries, Commissioners, and Directors of the State and Provincial departments 

of agriculture from Canada, Mexico and the U.S. commend federal negotiators on the conclusion of 

negotiations on the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).  Delegates acknowledge the 

importance of our long-established trade relationship and agree to work together throughout the 

process towards the agreement’s approval and successful implementation.  

The delegates emphasize the positive impacts past trade agreements had on the agriculture and 

food processing industries across the continent. Since those agreements came into effect, our 

industries have become increasingly integrated further establishing North America’s international 

competitiveness and ensuring we are well positioned to continue providing the world with 

abundant, high-quality and safe food. 

A successfully implemented USMCA will modernize important aspects of our trading relationship, 

help facilitate trade among all countries, and provide a firm foundation for continued collaboration 

and economic growth across North America.  

North American Collaboration on Animal and Plant Surveillance Networks  

The delegates support efforts to collaborate on animal and plant pest disease surveillance, 

preparedness, and rapid response. The delegates will work among the states and provinces, and 

with their respective federal partners to expand capacity and functionality of both plant, and animal 

health laboratory networks across North America.  

 

  



 
 
 

 

Tri-Lateral Rural Development Work Group Joint Statements 

North American Collaboration to Prepare the Next Generation of Agricultural Workforce and 

Better Serve the Needs of Rural Communities 

The Ministers, Secretaries, Commissioners, and Directors of the State and Provincial Departments 

of Agriculture from Canada, Mexico and the U.S. emphasize the importance of preparing the next 

generation of the agricultural workforce. As the average age of those involved in agriculture 

continues to increase, delegates emphasize the urgent need for strategies to create and promote 

workforce development opportunities across the food and agriculture value chain, including on the 

job training, apprenticeships, and career technical education. Opportunities and workforce 

development are critical for positions ranging from production workers to researchers, managers 

and regulatory officials including those specializing in animal and plant health, and food safety. 

Delegates pledge to collaborate across North America to share best practices and provide 

opportunities for the next generation of the agricultural workforce. 

Delegates acknowledge the vast needs in rural communities related to infrastructure and 

broadband connectivity, particularly as this relates to agricultural productivity and international 

trade facilitation. 

  



 
 
 

 

Canada-United States Bi-Lateral Work Group Joint Statements 
 

United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

The Canada – U.S. Accord Working Group acknowledge the importance of our long-established trade 

relationship and agree to work together throughout the process towards approval and successful 

implementation of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).  Delegates urge robust 

consultation by the federal governments with the states and provinces to ensure the agreement is 

implemented in a timely manner. Further, delegates emphasize the importance of continuing the 

collaborative work between our respective federal governments, including the work of the 

Regulatory Cooperation Council.  

 

Agriculture Biotechnology 

The U.S. Canada Accord Working Group has identified implementing the USMCA provisions relating 

to transparency and information sharing for agriculture biotechnology, including emerging 

technologies and low level presence collaboration, as critical to the economic prosperity of our 

agriculture sectors. Furthermore, to foster innovation, it is important that each jurisdiction provide 

clarification on its approach to emerging technologies.   

 

Food Safety 

The U.S. Canada Accord Working Group has identified the need for science and risk-based food 

safety standards and regulations as a priority for our agriculture industries.  The U.S. and Canada 

need to ensure transparency and collaboration in implementation of new food safety standards.  

This will help to ensure the benefits of trade arising from the USMCA are fully realized, as well as a 

united approach with like-minded countries in promoting sound science as the basis for food safety 

standards and regulations.      

 

  



 
 
 

 

Mexico-United States Bi-Lateral Work Group Joint Statements 

United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

The Mexico-U.S. Bi-Lateral Working Group acknowledges the importance of our long-established 

trade relationship and agree to work together throughout the process towards approval and 

successful implementation of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).  Delegates urge robust 

consultation by the federal governments with the states and provinces to ensure the agreement is 

implemented in a timely manner.  

Reaffirming the Importance of the Bilateral Relationship and Committing to Enhanced 

Collaboration  

The Secretaries, Commissioners, and Directors of the State departments of agriculture from Mexico 

and the U.S. highlight the importance of a strong bilateral relationship for the agriculture and food 

sectors of both countries.  

As the U.S., Mexico and Canada move towards the approval of USMCA, delegates emphasize the 

importance of working together to strengthen the trading relationship between our countries in 

order to provide enhanced market opportunities for our agricultural producers in both Mexico and 

the U.S.   

In addition, delegates highlight the need for continued collaboration among state departments of 

agriculture in both countries, particularly with respect to programs related to food safety, and rural 

infrastructure.  With regard to plant and animal health, delegates commit to pursue collaborative 

efforts to improve capacity for pest and disease surveillance, prevention and rapid response.  

Delegates also commit to enhanced cooperation and information sharing as new technologies such 

as gene editing for plants and animals continue to advance. Finally, delegates discussed agricultural 

labor challenges and migration trends, and agreed to partner on efforts to prepare the next 

generation of the agricultural workforce. 

 

  



 
 
 

 

Mexico-Canada Bi-Lateral Work Group Joint Statements 

United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

The Canada – Mexico Accord Working Group emphasized the importance of international trade to 

job creation and the continued growth of their economies.  Delegates from Canada and Mexico 

called for parties to move forward with ratifying the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 

(USMCA). 

Support was expressed for USCMA to increase trade and strengthen economic linkages.  Delegates 

urge the continued collaboration by federal and sub-national governments to support the 

implementation of the agreement. 

 


