
Home Study Quiz 
2017 ARMS 3 

 
Enumerator Name:________________________ 
 
The following quiz relates directly to the questionnaire sections common to all questionnaire versions unless 
otherwise specified.  Reference the 2017 ARMS Phase 3 Interviewer’s Manual, Questionnaire and the 
Respondent Booklet. 
 
1) The ARMS is the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s secondary source of information on agricultural resource 

use and costs, farm sector financial conditions, and farm household finances.  The Census of Agriculture is 
the primary source. 

 
a) True  b) False 
 

2) In a Census year, ARMS 3 is a mandatory survey. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
3) If the respondent completes the ARMS 3 survey, they have completed their mandatory Census of 

Agriculture reporting responsibilities and do not have to complete the Census form. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
4) Information from ARMS Phase 3 is used to (circle all that apply): 
 

a) provide information about relationships among agricultural production, resources, and the environment. 
b) determine what it costs to produce various crop and livestock commodities, and the relative importance 

of various production expense items. 
c) estimate net farm income and provide data on the financial situation of farm and ranch businesses, 

including the amount of debt. 
d) provide the farm sector portion of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the Nation. 
e) identify the characteristics and financial situation of agricultural producers and their households, 

including information on management strategies and off-farm income. 
 
5) Numerous reports are published based on data gathered from ARMS.  Which NASS report is compiled 

from ARMS 3: 
 

a) Considerations in Work Choices of U.S. Farm Households: The Role of Health Insurance 
b) Characteristics of Beginning and Women Farmers  
c) Farm Production Expenditures 
d) None of the above 

 
6) Why is it important to collect information about the farm operator’s household? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7) What should you do if an interview cannot be conducted because the respondent has refused? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



8) What should you do if a respondent reports an unusual or extreme data value? 
 

a) Write a -1 in the appropriate box 
b) Write a comment explaining the value 
c) End the interview and code the report as a refusal because the respondent is lying 
d) Estimate a value based on your own judgment 

 
9) To reduce the chances of getting refusals, you should be: 
 

a) courteous and friendly, but persistent with the respondent. 
b) prepared to give reasons why the respondent should report on ARMS 3. 
c) prepared to answer questions about the purpose of the survey. 
d) All of the above. 

 
10) If an Area Frame operation is found to have gone out of business in September, what should be done in 

this situation? 
 

a) Try to get the information from the nearest neighbor. 
b) Complete the interview as it existed on June 1 for the time that it was in business. 
c) Attempt to interview the operations that took over in September. 
d) Code the operation out of business and return it to the office. 

 
11) The pre-printed information on the 2017 ARMS Phase 3 utilizes information from: 
 

a) the 2017 June Area Survey 
b) the 2017 ARMS Phase 1 – Screening Survey 
c) the 2017 ARMS Phase 2 Survey (when applicable) 
d) Both a) and b) 
e) All of the above. 

 
12)  The target name on the record is State University Research Farm—Stephen Habets Mgr.  The operation 

grew crops during 2017, so this operation is eligible to be included in ARMS Phase 3. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
13)  Where is cash and share rent received recorded? 
 

a) Cash rent received is recorded in Section 3, Item 5. 
b) Share rent received is recorded in Section 28, Items 2 and 3. 
c) Both a) and b) 
d) Both cash and share rent received are recorded in Section 27, Item 5b. 

 
14)  In 2017, the respondent planted 100 acres of corn for silage.  30 acres were lost to flooding.  The 

remaining acres were harvested, yielding 20 tons/acre.  50 of the harvested acres were irrigated.  800 tons 
were used to feed the respondent’s cows.  The rest was sold at $40/ton in cash.  Complete the table in 
Section 7 below: 

 

 
 
 
 



15)  The respondent got 3 cuttings off her 50 acre alfalfa field, so 150 acres should be recorded in the acres 
harvested column for alfalfa in Section 5, Item 4 (Item Code 157). 

 
a) True  b) False 

 
16)  The gross receipts from contracts recorded in Section 19 (Column 6) should also be included in Sections 

11-18 if they were cash sales. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
17)  Marketing contracts include buying and selling futures contracts. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
18)  In marketing contracts, the total price received by the operator is always equal to the quantity of 

commodity sold and removed times the price received per unit. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
19) The unit price can be used as a clue to determine if a contract is a marketing or a production contract. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
20)  Obtaining complete information on contracts is important because: 
 

a) It is USDA’s only source of data to separate production, income, and expenses among operators, 
contractors, landlords, and others 

b) It shows an accurate picture of both the value of the farm sector’s output and the financial condition of 
farming operations.  

c) Both a) and b) 
d) None of the above 

 
21)  The respondent sold and delivered $34,000 dollars of soybeans on the cash market in December, 2016, 

but deferred the payment to 2017 for tax purposes.  The respondent received $34,000 on January 16, 
2017.  How should those dollars be recorded? 

 
a) The production was from 2016, so it should not be recorded at all. 
b) The dollars should be recorded in Sec 22, Item 1a and Sec 22 1a(i) 
c) Since it was a cash sale received in 2017, it should be recorded in the Sec 7 table, Column 7. 
d) Both b) and c) 

 
22)  Which of the following is not a Marketing Expense (Section 29, Item 33)? 
 

a) Check-off fees 
b) Custom milk hauling  
c) Off-farm (commercial) drying charges 
d) cotton ginning charges 

 
23)  Capital Expenses are: 
 

a) reported if the building and/or improvements are made the same year as the expense is made 
b) reported in the year upon completion of building improvements. 
c) reported in the year the depreciation expense is claimed. 
d) reported in the year the expense was made. 

 



24)  If a farmer doesn’t know the market value of their land and buildings, what should you as an enumerator 
tell them to use as a guide? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25)  When a respondent has multiple operations, typically only one operation is chosen for the ARMS Phase 3 

Survey.  If the respondent has machinery (for example, a tractor) that is used on both operations, but 
mostly used on the operation selected for the ARMS Phase 3, where is that tractor accounted for? 

 
a) In the Farm Assets Section, Section 30 
b) In the Off-Farm Assets question in Section 37 
c) Both a) and b)  
d) The machinery is not accounted for on the questionnaire 

 
26)  The respondent reported owning 250 head of dairy heifers being raised on contract by another operation 

in Section 19.  These should be included in Section 30, Item 6b since they are owned by the operation. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
27)  What is recorded for sunk costs (Section 30, Item 6e) for a production contract? 
 

a) The amount the contractor has spent for the contracted livestock or crops that are on the operation as 
of the reference date 

b) The amount the contractee has spent for the contracted livestock or crops that are on the operation as 
of the reference date  

c) Both a) and b) 
d) None of the above 

 
28) The operator said that the market values of their beginning and ending inventories of their crops are the 

same.  What should you do? 
 

a) Accept their answer and move on. 
b) End the interview and code the questionnaire a refusal because the respondent is lying. 
c) Probe for further information and write detailed notes if the operator insists the values are the same. 

 
29) The operator obtained a real estate loan for farm ground in 1987.  The operator refinanced the loan in 2005 

at a lower interest rate.  What year should be recorded in Column 6 of the Section 32 debt table? 
 

a) 1987 
b) 2005 
c) Refinanced loans are not recorded in the debt table 

 
30) The operator had a loan balance of $30,000 on Jan 1, 2017, and paid off the balance on October 25, 2017.  

This loan should be recorded in the Section 32 debt table. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
31) The operator obtained a real estate loan from a commercial bank for her vacation home on the lake.  No 

amount of the loan is for expenses related to the farm operation.  Where should this loan be recorded? 
 

a) The Section 32 debt table 
b) Section 37, Item 4b 
c) This loan should not be recorded anywhere on the ARMS 3 questionnaire. 



32)  The operator’s dwelling is owned by the operation, with a mortgage.  How should this be recorded?  Circle 
all that apply. 

 
a) Mortgage details should be in the Section 32 debt table 
b) The mortgage balance on December 31, 2017 should be in Section 37, Item 4a 
c) Total interest paid on the mortgage in 2017 should be in Section 29, Item 18a 
d) Market value of the dwelling should be in Section 30, Item 1a 
e) The mortgage balance on December 31, 2017 should be in Section 32, Item 5 

 
33)  Which of the following are reasons why the labor questions in Section 34 are asked? 
 

a) To measure the well-being of farm households 
b) To estimate the labor required to produce agricultural products 
c) To study the effects of agricultural policy changes 
d) All of the above 

 
34) If the answer to Section 36, Item 1 (family farm question) is “No”, Section 37 must be skipped. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
35)  If the operation structures itself as an LLC, it must also be one of the choices in Section 36, Item 4. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
36)  Always consider an operation that is operated as a husband-wife team to be a legal partnership. 
 

a) True  b) False 
 
37)  When determining the value of this household’s off-farm income, you should include income for which of 

the following?  Circle all that apply. 
 

a) the operator. 
b) all other members of the operator’s household.  
c) live-in mother-in-law who is only drawing social security. 
d) partners that live within 5 miles of the operator. 

 
38)  The operation produced and sold $1000 of fruit jams in 2017.  Where should this value be recorded? 
 

a) Section 27, Item 5j. 
b) This value should NOT be recorded.  ARMS does not care about fruit jams. 

 
39)  Where are income taxes paid to the IRS recorded? 
 

a) Section 29, Item 19a 
b) Section 29, Item 19b 
c) Section 37, Item 2i 
d) Section 37, Item 4d 
e) Income taxes are not recorded on the questionnaire 

 
40)  Where is the principal operator’s draw recorded? 
 

a) Section 29, Item 24 
b) Section 37, Item 1a 
c) Section 37, Item 1b 
d) Section 37, Item 1c 
e) The operator’s draw is not recorded on the questionnaire 


