


24thTri-National Agricultural Accord Working Group Joint Statements 
 
Tri-Lateral Harmonization Meeting: 
 
Provincial and State delegates from Canada, the United States and Mexico have agreed to the following joint 
statements. 
 
Tri-National Joint Statement on the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement 
Provincial and State Agriculture Officials from Mexico, Canada, and the United States commend the federal 
governments of our respective countries for the successful conclusion of negotiations on the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Agreement (TPP).  The TPP agreement holds tremendous promise for greater liberalization of trade and 
integration, enabling long-term gains across the region. We encourage cooperation on efforts to build awareness and 
understanding among North American agriculture stakeholders of the impacts and opportunities resulting from the 
TPP.  We commit to continued cooperation as the agreement proceeds through ratification in national legislatures.  
 
Tri-National Joint Statement on Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
Delegates from Mexico, Canada, and the United States recognize the significant negative impacts the recent highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) outbreak has had on poultry producers across North America.  We agree to 
enhance trilateral collaboration on enhanced biosecurity practices, improve early detection and surveillance 
activities, and to work collaboratively to mitigate the impacts of future animal disease incidents. Delegates also 
support the establishment of joint zoning initiatives in advance of disease outbreaks to control highly contagious 
animal disease outbreaks while maintaining trade in animal and animal products. We will work together to facilitate 
these activities through cross-border communication and sharing information on best practices and lessons-learned 
to mitigate the impact future HPAI incidents or other emerging disease issues may have on North American 
producers. 
 
Tri-National Joint Statement on Pollinators  
Delegates from Mexico, Canada, and the United States recognize the important role commercially managed 
honeybees and other pollinators play in crop pollination, honey production, and ecosystem health across North 
America.  We recognize there are numerous and complex factors associated with pollinator health, including: 
parasites and diseases, lack of genetic diversity, need for improved forage and nutrition, need for increased 
collaboration and information sharing, and a need for additional research on the potential impacts certain pesticides 
may have on pollinator health. Furthermore, the countries recognize the need for policies that protect pollinators 
must be balanced against the need for pest management products by the agriculture sector and their responsible use. 
We encourage cooperation across North America on state or provincial-level partnerships that seek to enhance 
stakeholder collaboration and pragmatic solutions. We fully support enhanced research to understand, address, and 
prevent pollinator losses, as well as additional efforts to improve forage and habitat for pollinators throughout North 
America. 
 
Tri-National Joint Statement on Food Safety  
Delegates from the United States, Canada and Mexico recognize the important role food safety plays in trade 
between the three nations. We agree to continue to cooperate as implementation of new food safety requirements 
proceeds and to look for additional opportunities for collaboration. In particular, we emphasize the important role of 
the Tri-National Accord to facilitate efforts to harmonize food safety requirements in North America, and the value 
that may have in facilitating the development of a potential global model. 
 
Mexico-Canada Bilateral Meeting: 
 
Mexico-Canada Joint Statement on U.S. Country of Origin Labelling 
Delegates from Canada and Mexico recalled that the United States (U.S.) mandatory Country of Origin Labelling 
(COOL) has been found to be non-compliant with the U.S. WTO obligations as it continues to discriminate against 
Canadian and Mexican agriculture and livestock.  COOL also erodes the integrated livestock and meat processing 
industry that supports jobs and exports in Canada, Mexico and the United States.  Delegates reaffirmed that a failure 



by the United States to bring its laws into compliance with  WTO obligations is likely to lead to retaliatory trade 
restrictions by Canada and Mexico against a wide variety of U.S. products, expanding beyond agriculture goods.  
Delegates believe that further trade restrictions do not solve the problem and add nothing to the economies of 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S.  Delegates therefore encourage the U.S. Congress to move swiftly to pass a legislative 
solution to COOL that will remove the discrimination and damages caused by current legislation. 
 
Mexico-U.S. Bilateral Meeting: 
 
U.S.-Mexico Joint Statement on Organic Equivalency Negotiations 
State Agriculture Officials from Mexico and the United States recognize the importance of the organic products 
trade between both countries, as well as Mexico’s new organic certification program and ongoing negotiations 
between the U.S. and Mexico on an organic equivalency arrangement. We support the swift and successful 
conclusion of an organic equivalency arrangement between both countries and the successful implementation of 
Mexico’s new organic certification program.   
 
U.S.-Mexico Joint Statement on Monarch Butterflies 
State Agriculture Officials from Mexico and the United States recognize the importance of efforts to alleviate 
challenges impacting the Eastern North American Monarch butterflies’ migration route, which extends from much 
of the U.S. through concentrated areas in Mexico.  These challenges include deforestation, forest fires, illegal 
logging operations, and others.  We encourage the development of public-private partnership initiatives to enhance 
education, awareness, and habitat restoration in order to facilitate the monarchs’ migration route and preserve their 
overwintering habitats. We also urge additional research and bi-lateral collaboration to forward scientifically-sound 
conservation efforts to promote and preserve monarch habitat. 
 
Canada-U.S. Bilateral Meeting: 
 
U.S.-Canada Joint Statement on U.S. Country of Origin Labeling 
Delegates from Canada and the United States (U.S.) had frank discussions on the current World Trade Organization 
dispute over U.S. mandatory Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) between Canada, Mexico and the United States.  
Canada and Mexico’s federal governments have signaled likely retaliatory trade restrictions if not resolved against a 
wide variety of U.S. products, expanding beyond agricultural goods, following the WTO decision finding U.S. 
COOL requirements a violation of the U.S.’s international obligations.  While the U.S. Congress has taken action 
this summer to move toward an appropriate legislative resolution, we request continued, timely movement toward a 
resolution that will avoid the institution of retaliatory tariffs.  
 
U.S.-Canada Joint Statement on Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC)  
Provincial and State Agriculture Officials reaffirm our support of the United States-Canada Regulatory Cooperation 
Council (RCC) initiatives focused on the agriculture sector, which includes work on zoning, pesticides and 
veterinary drugs.  We are pleased with the progress that has been made to date to better align regulatory approaches 
between Canada and the United States. Under the new phase of the RCC (Joint Forward Plan), work at the federal 
level continues on the agriculture initiatives. While these issues will be removed from the official Canada-U.S. 
bilateral work plan, we will continue to engage with stakeholders for input, to inform strategies, identify priorities 
and discuss progress on the implementation of initiatives as appropriate.  
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