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02. Presenter: Gilson Capilouto, PhD, CCC-SLP 
 Presentation Title: Caregiver Education to Advance the Development of Feeding Skill in Fragile Infants 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  

Summarize the principles of motor learning as they apply to neonatal feeding. 

Hypothesize about the ways objective biofeedback during feeding contributes to caregiver education around developmentally 
supportive feeding. 

 
 

03. Presenters:  Amanda Videmsek, BS, Student Physical Therapy and Victoria Kunkel, MS, OTR/L 
 Presentation Title: Implementation of the General Movements Assessment as a clinical standard of practice: A review 

of trends 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Identify the importance of early identification and implementation of targeted interventions for infants at risk for the 
development of neurobehavioral sequelae.  

Describe trends observed when comparing General Movement categories with other health-related parameters.  
 

 
 

04. Presenter: Ashlea Cardin, OTD, OTR/L, BCP 
 Presentation Title: Compassion Satisfaction, Fatigue, and Burnout in Interdisciplinary NICU Team Members Caring for 

Infants with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS): Implications for Neonatal Occupational Therapists 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Compare quantitative and qualitative responses to the question of how caring for infants with NAS influences compassion 
satisfaction, compassion fatigue and burnout in NICU team members.  
Discuss how the role of the neonatal occupational therapist may extend beyond care of the infant and family experiencing 
NAS to that of the professional team member offering care.  

 

01. Presenters: Leah Brennan, MOT, OTR/L  

 
Presentation Title: Improving Maternal Ability to Care for Neonate Following A Significant Change in Functional 
Status Pre to Post-Partum 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Describe 3 ways to utilize an interdisciplinary approach in order to increase time spent between mother and baby during 
inpatient stay. 

Identify 3 ways the developmental care team can promote maternal ability to care for her neonate while taking into account 
significant changes in functional status pre to post-partum. 
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05. Presenters: Jacqueline Davis, SLP, MS, CCC-SLP  
 Presentation Title: Cue Based Feeding Protocol: Development & Implementation into the NICU Setting 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Describe components of implementing a NICU wide cue based feeding project. 
Discuss positive outcomes of a cue based feeding culture. 

 
 
 

06. Presenter: Victoria Feaster, MS, CCC-SLP  
 Presentation Title: Consistency Measurements of Thickened Liquids used for Treatment of Infants with Dysphagia  
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 

Report consistency measurements of thickened formula and barium that are commonly used to treat and assess infants with 
swallowing disorders.   

Describe consistency variability of different pre-thickened, cereal-thickened, and gel-thickened liquids.   
 

 
 

07. Presenters: Dana Fern, OTR/L, CNT and Patricia Quinn, BSN, RN 
 Presentation Title: Intensive Caring: The Opportunity to Elevate Bedside Care Giving Skills - A Developmentally 

Supportive Positioning Initiative That Has Stood the Test of Time  
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 

Recite strategies for training NICU staff to provide developmentally supportive infant positioning.  

Describe important steps to "cracking the code" for developmental laundry in their own hospital.  
 
 

 
 

09. Speaker: Deanna Gibbs, BAppSc(OT), MOT, Grad Cert Res Meth, PhD 
 Presentation Title: Developing a practice guideline for occupational therapy in neonatal services and early 

intervention in the United Kingdom 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Describe the process of development of an evidence-based clinical guideline. 
Delineate the key areas of recommendation for neonatal occupational therapy practice in the United Kingdom. 

 

08. Speakers: Hannah Fleming, MS, CCC-SLP, CNT and Shaheen Larson, MA, OTR/L  
 Presentation Title: Oral feeding in the NICU with tracheostomy and ventilator dependent infants 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 

Identify and describe clinically applicable pre-feeding supports and therapeutic interventions for the tracheostomy and 
ventilator dependent infant in preparation for initiation of oral feeding. 

Identify and describe clinically and developmentally appropriate models for assessing and advancing oral feeding with 
tracheostomy and ventilator dependent infants in the NICU. 
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10. Presenter(s): Emily Hills, BSc (hons) and Deanna Gibbs, BAppSc(OT), MOT, Grad Cert Res Meth, PhD 
 Presentation Title: Early Intervention (EI) Sensory, Motor, Attachment, Attention, Regulation and Relationships 

Therapy (SMART):  A Smart start for high risk infants, a transdisciplinary approach to neonatal therapy and early 
intervention 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Define EI SMART as an approach to be used by neonatal therapists and early intervention providers with the high risk infant in 
their first year of life. 
Illustrate how neonatal therapists and early intervention providers can adopt EI SMART concepts within their daily practice. 

 

 
 

11. Presenters: Tiffany Hogan, MA, CCC-SLP  
 Presentation Title: Supporting a developmentally appropriate environment in the intensive care nursery: a training 

program for ancillary staff and supportive services 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Identify common staff behaviors that negatively affect premature infant development in the NICU. 

Discuss the positive impact on ancillary staff confidence in performing daily job duties while maintaining developmentally 
appropriate practices.  

 
 

12. Presenter: Tracy Klein, OTR/L 
 Presentation Title: Use of Ultrasound on the Treatment of Plugged Milk Ducts 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Recognize the indication regarding the use of ultrasound for treatment of plugged milk duct. 

Describe the therapeutic use of ultrasound as a modality to assist with the release of a plugged milk duct in breastfeeding 
mother. 

 
13. Presenter: Kimberly Kubistek, Coordinator of OT Services Children’s Hospital, OTD, OTR/L 
 Presentation Title: Dr. Brown’s Options Bottle® Effect on Flow Rates of Nectar-Like Thickened Liquids 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Discuss the difference in flow rates of the Dr. Brown’s® Options bottle with and without the ventilation system. 

Discuss best practice for dysphagia intervention strategies for premature and medically complex infants. 
 
 

14. Presenters: Nichole Lensing, PT, DPT  
 Presentation Title: Family Centered Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) Care 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Define Family Centered Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome Care. 

Discuss positive outcomes for mother-baby dyads involved in Family Centered Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome Care. 



 
 
 

 
NANT 8 Conference 
Poster Objectives 

National Association of Neonatal Therapists 
www.nantconference.com 

 
Last revised: 3/16/2018 11:46:43 AM 

 
 

15. Presenters: Siobhan O’Donnell, PT, DPT, PCS  
 Presentation Title: Multimodal management of a neonatal patient with significant extravasation injury 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Recognize which neonatal patients may benefit from splinting to optimize musculoskeletal development. 

Verbalize how to educate parents or caregivers in proper scar management techniques.  
 
 

16. Presenter: Rosemary Wylie, MS, PT, CNT  
 Presentation Title: Intensive Caring of the Bottles used in the NICU: Establishing a Bottle Washing Protocol for a level 

III NICU 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Provide framework on how to establish a bottle washing protocol. 
Identify need for bottle washing protocol. 

 
 

17. Presenter: Sarah Yeh, PT, DPT, NTMTC  
 Presentation Title: The Effect of Early Fluidized Positioner Use on the Prevention and Treatment of Cranial Molding 

Deformities in Preterm Infants on Bubble Continuous Positive Airway Pressure 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Determine the effectiveness of early fluidized positioner use in the prevention and treatment of cranial molding deformities in 
preterm infants on bubble continuous positive airway pressure.   
Discuss if early fluidized positioner use is more effective in the prevention and treatment of cranial deformities in preterm 
infants than other cranial positioning treatments in the NICU.  
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18. Presenter: Sonya Dunsirn-Baillie, OTD, OTR/L, CPST 
 Presentation Title: Nursing Perception of Optimal Position of the Preterm Infant 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Describe nursing perceptions of positioning in the neonatal intensive care unit. 
Describe the importance of positioning education in the NICU. 

 
 

19. Presenters: Sonya Dunsirn-Baillie, OTD, OTR/L, CPST 
 Presentation Title: Use of Positioning Aides for Optimal Positioning for the Preterm Infant 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Identify the easiest position for infants to maintain in the NICU. 
Identify which position will likely need continuing education for staff members. 

 
 

20. Presenters: Anna Annecca, BA, OTD/S and Lara Liszka, BA, OTD/S 
 Presentation Title: Pacifier Use in Newborns: Predictors and Relationships to Early Feeding Performance 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Define the current recommendations related to pacifier use.   
Determine infant and social factors that impact pacifier use.   

 
 

21. Presenters: Barbara Kozol, MS, OTL  
 Presentation Title: The Prepod in the NICU - Effect on Bone Density and Length of Stay 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Describe the benefits of self regulated physical activity (in Prepod) compared to therapeutic exercise programs. 
Discuss the different possible developmental factors contributing to the decreased length of stay for prepod infants. 

 
22. Presenters: Media Esser, NNP-BC, APNP, CWN 
 Presentation Title: No Baby Unhugged: The Lasting Touch of a Hospital Hugger/Cuddler Volunteer Program 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to: 
Describe the positive impact of early tactile stimulation on premature infants observed in a neonatal care unit-based 
volunteer program  
Discuss the optimal methods for providing efficient targeted care to premature infants 

 


