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On the other side of 
Dayton, Matt and 
Tiffany meet with 

noted paleontologist 
Kurt Wise, director of 
the Center for Origins 

Research at 
Bryan College. 

1 2QUESTION: QUESTION:

In Charles Darwin’s day the build-
ing blocks of living things, cells, were 
thought to be very simple in their 
make-up.  In fact, the word “cell” simply 
means “box.”  Nowadays we know that 
the cell is unbelievably complex, and the 
more they are studied the more intricate 
they seem.  If he had had today’s better 
science, do you think that Darwin would 
still have believed as he did about the 
origins of life?  Why or why not?

Biologist Tim Standish talked about 
how so many people want to travel to 
the Galapagos Islands where Darwin 
made his discoveries.  But in Darwin’s 
own words the islands reminded him of 
“cultivated regions of the nether world.”  
In any case, some feel drawn to these 
islands not unlike the pull Mecca has 
for Moslems or Jerusalem for Jews and 
Christians.  Do you think that that is a 
fair comparison?

ANSWER:
It depends.  Was Darwin rejecting a 
belief in God based purely upon his 
understanding of science?  Or was it a 
more personal reason, something more 
subjective?

ANSWER:
It seems a stretch.  However, personal 
faith and worldviews do come into play.

DARWIN, CHARLES — The 19th Century British naturalist who first 
popularized the theory of evolution, by suggesting a biological mechanism 
called “natural selection.”  His landmark book “The Origin of Species” (1859) 
marked a turning point in the debate of origins.  His pursuit of naturalistic 
explanations for life led him to deny the activity of God in nature.

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS — Island 
group off the coast of Ecuador, site 
of Charles Darwin’s observations 
in 1835 that helped him formulate 
his evolution-by-natural selection 
theory.  While there he noted the 
differences in tortoises from various 
islands;  finches that he collected 
and later studied in England con-
firmed for him his theory that differ-
ences were the result of a process 
that could explain the origins of all 
life forms.

Discussion Leader: Dr. Stan Hudson was a geology major at the University of California at Riverside before 
becoming a Christian. He then shifted his studies to theology, eventually earning a Doctor of Ministry degree 
at Fuller Theological Seminary. Today he combines both interests, co-hosting the weekly radio program 
“Sink the Beagle,” a light-hearted approach to creationism and evolution issues. He currently pastors two 
churches in the university towns of Moscow, Idaho and Pullman, Washington.
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ANSWER:
Tortoises—It was after he had got-
ten back to England and studied the 
finches that had been collected that he 
began to use them as his famous sup-
port for natural selection.

ANSWER:
The hand—Darwin later worried about 
the eye as being difficult to explain from 
natural selection.
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3 QUESTION:

Matt and Tiffany were taken to a place 
in Tennessee where coal had been 
mined.  Coal is made up mostly of 
buried plant material.  When there’s 
rock particles mixed in it can become 
shale.  The existence of the world’s 
huge deposits of coal and shale has 
been used to support the Biblical Flood 
model, where floating mats of plant 
matter were eventually covered and 
“cooked” by the earth’s heat, forming 
thick coal beds.  In the long age model 
much of the coal we see today was 
supposedly produced in peat bogs.   
Both models might seem equally 
valid.  Is it ever possible that one could 
support either model from a single set 
of data?

4 QUESTION:

What kind of animals did Darwin see on 
the Galapagos Islands that he noticed 
differed from island to island?

5 QUESTION:

What part of the human anatomy, 
according to this program, caused 
Darwin to shudder when he saw it…
because it seemed to show design?

ANSWER:
That’s why millions believe both 
models, as support can be found 
for either one…while leaving some 
problems for both.  For instance, 
the fossil record could be seen as 
supporting millions of years;  on the 
other hand, they are buried in water-
deposited rock and there is a lack of 
“transitional fossils” (missing links).  
A case can be built for both!

6 QUESTION:

Christians in Darwin’s day tended to 
believe in the “fixity of species.”  What 
logical problem did this pose for 
creationists?

ANSWER:
Two problems:  how could Adam give 
names to the thousands and thou-
sands of species of animals in one 
day?  And, how could they all get into 
the ark?  As creationists understand 
evolution today, however, microevolu-
tion is clearly observable.  Original 
“wild-types,” like wolves, could ac-
count for the diversity we see today.

SPECIES, FIXITY of — The belief that species are “fixed;”  that is, they never 
change in any significant way.  Creationists once believed that all animals 
and plants that exist today were created exactly as they appear.  A number of 
problems forced abandonment of this position, including the impractically high 
number of animals needed to occupy Noah’s ark.  Creationists today believe in 
limited change in species.
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QUESTION:

QUESTION:

Zoologist Walter Veith spoke of the 
old creationist belief in “immutable 
species;”  what does that term mean?

Darwin rejected this concept, because 
he saw much variety in nature, 
including lots of similarities between 
animals.  He studied breeding in 
England;  he noted that certain 
changes in animals could be bred into 
them by humans selecting the parents.  
If humans can direct changes in animal 
lines, he thought, why couldn’t it 
happen in nature?  What did he call this 
theoretical process in nature?

ANSWER:
That species couldn’t change.  They 
couldn’t “mutate” from the form God 
had created them in.

ANSWER:
Natural selection.

10 QUESTION:

Paleontologist Kurt Wise spoke of 
how much change there has been in 
animals over the years.  He used the 
example of one kind of animal that 
just four centuries ago had just three 
types, but now has over 250 types in 
existence!  What kind of animal was he 
talking about?

ANSWER:
Dogs!  The “wild-type” for all of today’s 
different dogs was probably the wolf.  
And from the wolf (a pair on the ark) we 
have foxes, coyotes and all the different 
kinds of dogs we have today.

QUESTION:

Veith noted the changes that took place 
in a species of Himalayan goat (the 
“tahr”) that was introduced in South 
Africa in comparatively modern times.  
The great variety of tahr that have been 
born have even produced different 
subspecies by now.  He used this as an 
illustration about the “kinds” of animals 
in the ark being likely selected not by 
species, but perhaps by the two next 
higher levels in science.  What are those 
two classification levels?

ANSWER:
“Genera” and “Family,” the latter being 
the higher, more inclusive group.  There 
are today less than 400 families of 
land-dwelling vertebrates, making the 
ark story much more feasible!

NATURAL SELECTION — The biological mechanism, popularized by Charles 
Darwin in his “Origin of Species” (1859), for explaining how evolution works.  
Sometimes called the “survival of the fittest,” the process by which certain 
heritable traits of life forms are passed on to future generations because 
they aided in helping that life form to survive;  traits that didn’t help would be 
lost.  The net result would be modification of life forms over time…evolution.  
That natural selection helps a population remain healthy is widely held;  that 
it produces sufficient change over time to make radically new life forms is at 
issue. 
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9 QUESTION:

Dr. Veith pointed out the problem in 
this thinking.  He noted that “natural 
selection” can’t actually produce 
anything new, because it only selects 
from creatures that are already there.  
It’s not a process of production, but 
instead a process of WHAT?  

ANSWER:
It’s a process of elimination.  That is, 
it eliminates those life forms that don’t 
have what it takes to survive.  After 
time, it should produce less and less…
not more and more variety.

11
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QUESTION:

Dr. Veith went on to note something 
else observable in nature, something 
more disturbing.  And it was something 
that Darwin found inconsistent with a 
loving God.  What was it?

ANSWER:
Suffering.  How could God, thought 
Darwin, create a cat that loved playing 
with a terrified mouse;  how could 
a loving God create a parasite…
something that lived off another 
creature?  Darwin saw nature’s thorns;  
he saw misery, and it hardened him in 
his thinking that if there was a God, He 
wasn’t involved in nature.
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ARK—The boat that Noah and his 
family built at God’s command to 
escape the judgment of the Flood.  
The Hebrew word means “con-
tainer.”  According to Genesis it 
was 450 feet long,22 ½ feet wide, 
45 feet tall, if you use the standard 
18 inches for a “cubit.”  It had three 
decks and was similarly propor-
tioned for heavy seas as today’s oil 
supertankers.  It’s estimated that 
some 8,000 pairs of animals plus 
provisions for one year could easily 
be accommodated.  If we are talk-
ing somewhere around the level of 
biological classification of “families,” 
sufficient genetic material for the 
diversity of life we see today would 
be easier to accommodate, since 
there are fewer than 400 families of 
terrestrial vertebrates.  

12 QUESTION:

And yet nature has much more in it 
than suffering.  Beyond the thorns there 
are the roses.  There is beauty, there 
is love.  These aren’t consistent with 
a “survival of the fittest” natural world.  
What huge factor did Darwin leave out 
in his view of nature?  

ANSWER:
Sin.  The Bible clearly records why 
there is suffering in both the human 
and non-human worlds.  And the 
introduction of sin opened the door to 
both decay and the denigration of life 
forms from their pristine original beauty.  
Yet the traces of that original perfection 
is still visible, if one looks for it.
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