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Matt and Tiffany steer 
their massive 31’ RV 
to the south, where 

they stop at the Rhea 
County Courthouse in 
Dayton, Tennessee, 
site of the scope’s 

“Monkey” Trial.

1 2QUESTION: QUESTION:In America, the debate over 
origins took a major jump 
in favor of evolution in 1925 
when the Scopes trial was 
held in Dayton, Tennessee.  
A new anti-evolution law was 
challenged by the American 
Civil Liberties Union in a 
test case.  What ended up 
happening was a media 
extravaganza that portrayed 
creationists as being 
uninformed and backward.  
Eventually evolutionism 
replaced creationism as 
the only belief that could 
be taught in public schools.  
This episode takes us back 
to the courthouse where it 
all happened.

However, the tension between religion 
and science is much older.  Matthias 
Dorn quoted the astronomer Galileo 
saying “Scripture tells us how to go to 
heaven, not how the heavens go.”
He meant that he considered the Bible 
to not be a science textbook.  Few 
would argue that.  But he also thought 
that the two “books” that God wrote (the 
Bible and nature) should agree, since 
they have the same Author.  Does that 
make sense?

Dorn continued with the observation 
that science has been skeptical of 
religion ever since Galileo and that 
the split is irreversible.  Do you agree 
with that?

ANSWER:
That’s very hard to argue against, 
because it’s solid logic.  However, in 
practice it can mean that nature and 
science end up overruling clear Scripture 
in favor of human reason.  This results 
in placing God’s word beneath man’s 
intellect, a dangerous thing.  Scripture 
can lose its authority.

ANSWER:
Yes, if you consider that spiritual forces 
are involved.  The Bible predicts a 
skeptical world at the end of time;  in 
particular, II Peter 3 speaks of those 
who will doubt the Biblical account of 
creation and the Flood.  Interestingly, 
Peter says that their doubt is “willful.

SCOPES TRIAL — A court trial that was a key development in the public debate over whether to teach evolution in public 
schools.  In 1925 John Scopes, a high school teacher in Dayton, Tennessee, was charged with breaking the state’s Butler 
Act, which forbade any theory besides creationism being taught.  The A.C.L.U. was anxious to challenge this law and 
defended Scopes with attorney Clarence Darrow.  The prosecution was handled by orator William Jennings Bryan.  It was 
a major media event, being broadcast nationally on radio. Bryan was ill-equipped to answer Darrow’s clever questions, 
with the result of creationism being seen as unscientific and backward.  Today the opposite condition exists than in 
Scopes’ day:  only evolution can be taught in public schools.

Discussion Leader: Dr. Stan Hudson was a geology major at the University of California at Riverside before 
becoming a Christian. He then shifted his studies to theology, eventually earning a Doctor of Ministry degree 
at Fuller Theological Seminary. Today he combines both interests, co-hosting the weekly radio program 
“Sink the Beagle,” a light-hearted approach to creationism and evolution issues. He currently pastors two 
churches in the university towns of Moscow, Idaho and Pullman, Washington.
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ANSWER:
It’s exciting to catch a glimpse of the 
Creator when one studies what He’s 
created.  As you study a piece of art, 
you can begin to understand the artist.  
And what Newton saw thrilled him;  he 
was saying, “God, You are awesome!”

ANSWER:
Newton is supposed to have had an IQ 
in the 180s=“genius.”  Many Ph. D’s can 
be found in both camps today.  No, “IQ” 
apparently has nothing to do with it!

D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E S

3 QUESTION:

4 QUESTION:

Fernando Canales pointed out that the 
Greek philosopher Aristotle believed 
in God, but that He neither created 
anything nor was involved in mankind’s 
history!  Does that sound like a modern 
view?  Why believe in a god who has 
no involvement in the world? 

Cliff Goldstein said that modern science 
really emerged as a revolt against 
authority.  In other words, they were 
against what had been traditionally 
understood to be true and even sacred.  
Is that attitude still around? 

5 QUESTION:

Sir Isaac Newton, considered by many 
to be the father of modern science, was 
a devout Christian.  When he made a 
famous discovery, he exclaimed, “My 
God, I think Thy thoughts after Thee!”  
What do you suppose he meant?

6 QUESTION:

But now physicist Stephen Hawking 
believes that man is no more than pond 
scum (that is, evolved from an ancient 
pond).  He teaches at Oxford University, 
where Newton used to be.  Both have 
great minds, but they couldn’t disagree 
more on origins.  Does “IQ” have any 
effect on what a person believes?

ANSWER:
This is deism, a sort of “atheism-lite.”  
The idea of believing in a god that is not 
available to us personally is not par-
ticularly attractive.  This is the opposite 
belief of traditional Christianity, where 
Jesus came from heaven to touch and 
interact with man in a tangible and 
personal way.  This image of a god who 
is deeply interested in us individually is 
what many long for and millions have 
experienced.

ANSWER:
Sure!  There is a part of our nature that 
resists authority—some is from our 
fallen nature and some is just part of 
the maturing process where we yearn 
to be in full control of our lives.  Today 
you might even see science as resist-
ing religious authority…and vice versa, 
religious people resisting science’s 
philosophical authority.  We call these 
“power struggles!”

GALILEO GALILEI—Italian 
astronomer and physicist (1564-
1642) whose observations led him 
to believe astronomer Nicolaus 
Copernicus’ (1473-1543) position 
that the sun, not the earth, was 
the center of the solar system.  A 
devout Catholic, this got him into 
trouble with the church, which 
had taught the Ptolemaic earth-
centered system as correct and 
even Biblical.  His story is used 
to illustrate how Christians can 
be wrong, even backward when it 
comes to science.  It is interesting 
to note that the church’s position 
was what MOST scientists believed 
at that time, and they wrongly built 
a Biblical case in support.  Finding 
Biblical support for today’s popular 
scientific theory of evolution also 
recalls Galileo’s story.
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7 QUESTION:

Why do you suppose national science 
organizations oppose pointing out the 
lack of supporting data for evolution-
ism?  Do they fear a debate?  Or are 
they just suspicious of religion?

ANSWER:
Perhaps it’s a mix.  Religious people 
sometimes do cause problems in the 
world…and there’s a history where 
Christians have resisted good science.  
But the zeal of some organizations 
seem to go beyond just a desire to 
defend science;  spiritual issues seem 
to be involved.

8 QUESTION:

Romans 1:20 says that God is not 
happy with the ignoring of the scientific 
data supporting creationism:  “For since 
the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and godhead, 
so that they are without excuse.”  
Is it possible that the issue of origins is 
not so much about data supporting a 
particular view, but rather on something 
else?  What might that be?

ANSWER:
Maybe some people are uncomfortable 
with the idea that God does exist. Such 
a reality has real ramifications on the 
personal level:  Is God Someone I want 
to submit myself to?  Does He have 
demands that I don’t want anything to 
do with?  Perhaps it’s better to look for 
reasons to doubt….

ANSWER:
0f course!  All scientific theories and 
models should be carefully and even 
regularly critiqued to see if they are the 
best at explaining what we see.  And if 
they don’t work, even cherished views 
should be tossed for better models.  
That’s the true nature of science.

9 QUESTION:

Can we be critical of Darwin in 
classrooms without necessarily bringing 
up religion?  

CREATIONISM—The promotion 
of the belief that God created life 
in a special supernatural act. This 
generally means a belief in the 
Biblical account.

EVOLUTIONISM—The promotion 
of the theory of evolution, more 
recently to the exclusion of other 
theories or challenges.


