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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This year we will mark Holy Week in our homes. This gives us an incredible opportunity
to immerse our households in this the most important week of our faith. Since we
cannot gather in-person in our LCR sacred space, we encourage each home to create
their own sacred space using the ideas on the next page. That way, in all of our
homes, we will have a focal point to walk together attentive to Christ who comes to us
in his Word.

What follows here are resources for every day of Holy Week. These resources can be
used by individuals or by an extended household, and can be led by anyone in the
home at any time that works for your household.For an added layer of community, we
encourage those who are able, to use these resources with others in our congregation
as we live stream the services on YouTube (https://www.YouTube.com/LCRsermons)
following this schedule:

April 5 11:00 am Palm/ Passion Sunday

April 6 7:00 pm  Lectio Divina for Monday in Holy Week
April 7 7:00 pm  Lectio Divina for Tuesday in Holy Week
April 8 7:00 pm Lectio Divina for Wednesday in Holy Week
April 9 7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday

April 10 7:00 pm  Good Friday
April 11 7:00 pm  Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Vigil
April 12 11:00 am Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday

After the last prayers on Saturday evening and Easter Sunday do celebrate. It is
Easter! So have at least one piece of chocolate or something else you love.

Christ is risen!
Pr. Dave and Pr. Stephen

Many thanks to the congregation of Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church in Alexandria, VA and the office
of Lifelong Learning at Virginia Theological Seminary for their collaboration in developing this resource.

Liturgies from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26914.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


https://www.youtube.com/LCRsermons

Creating a Sacred Space in the Home

A sacred space is a space set apart that can help us
come closer to God. Create a space in the home where
you can pray, read scripture, and worship. If your home
allows, make it a quiet, out-of-the-way space, free from
clutter. If you have limited room, even a shelf will do.
Gather symbols of our Christian faith and other items

that are meaningful to you: candles, a cross, an icon, a
cloth. Invite family members, including children of all ages,
to contribute to the location and design of the space, with each
person adding items that help them make meaning. Items might
be added to the space throughout Holy Week, e.g., a bowl and
cloth on Maundy Thursday, a black cloth covering the cross on
Good Friday, water symbolizing Holy Baptism on Holy Saturday,
photos of people you are praying for, flowers on Easter Sunday.

As we are not able to gatherinourc ongr egati onaos
sacred space of our church building, every LCR
household is invited to create a sacred space in their
home. Claiming that space will help you to mark these
holiest days of the year in the midst of our life that has
been completely upended due to Covid-19.

This is your sacred space to create. Less is often
more. Include things that are important to your walk with
Christ. Here are some things that people have included
in their sacred space:

Cloth: a placemat, tablecloth, or any piece of fabric will
work. Purple is our Lenten color. It is both for this time of
waiting, and it points to Jesus who is our King. You can

explain to childrenthatwed r e i n Lent wali C o

feast of Easter. Good Friday and Holy Saturday can
include a black cloth or no cloth. Easter Sunday can
include a white or gold cloth, the sparkles and sequins are
encouraged.



Cross: Take time to look at the cross together and talk
about the crucifixion and the resurrection. The cross can
beofany shape, type, or medi al
you could always make one out of paper, two sticks tied
together with twine, even popsicle sticks. It could be a
crucifix (with Jesus on it) or plain (emphasizing the
resurrection).

Candle:This is always a symbol of Godo6s
us. You can explain as you |l ight the
to remind us that God is with wus 1in

Lighting the candle helps you to transition from the other
activities of life into this time for worship.

Holy Image: a holy image of a saint or biblical figure. This
could be an icon, a stained-glass window, or other visual art
depicting a central figure or story of our faith.

Scripture, poem, or prayer: This can be written on cards
that can be read liturgically (one family found every night at
dinner works well for their rhythm). The Good Shepherd

of Psalm 23 is a wonderful image to meditate on with young
children.

Flowers: Most of our churches have flowers near their altars
as a reminder of G o d é&eation and abundance. Save the
flowers for Easter Sunday. Flowers from near your house work
best.

Prayers: Favorite prayers from the Bible, hymns, songs, and
other sources are good to have nearby. Clippings and postcards
of prayers that you have collected throughout the years can be
included. Children especially appreciate a few simple words or
prayers written on index cards.

Bowl with paper and pen: You might write names of
people or thanksgivings on a slip of paper and put it in the bowl
as part of their prayer practice. These can serve as reminders
and become a householdiic ol | dpt aypyar s. O
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Making a Palm Cross

Kids and adults love fold their Palm Sunday palms into crosses. | t adpbBysical way to
connect the story of Holy Week from J e s pandstrewn welcome to the crucifixion.
Pray as you fold, then place your palm cross in your sacred space.

Palm Leaf Cross Directions

Supplies: One palm leaf strip about 24-26" In length, 1/2" in width, tapering to the end.
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PALM / PASSION SUNDAY

INTRODUCTION

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads
to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life
through C h r i bsoked Body and outpoured love. We begin this week that stands at
the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of G o d @s®unding work.

LITURGY OF THE PALMS

The observance of Palm Sunday in Jerusalem was witnessed by the pilgrim Egeria in
about AD 381-384. During this observance there was a procession of people down the
Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. The people waved branches of palms or olive trees as
they wal ked. They sang psalms, including
is he who comes in the name oftheL or d! 0o

Following an ancient custom, many Christians place their palms in the household prayer
center, behind a cross or sacred image, or above the indoor lintel of the entryway. During
thei P 1 a Balms o the H o memyer, please place your palm frond.

WELCOME

PROCESSION WITH PALMS

Gather a palm frond or other branch form a nearby tree.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, i G imto the village ahead of you,



and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 6 T had needs
t h e And Be will sendthemi mme d i dThistbok plaze to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet, saying,
A T ehe dlaughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foalofad onk ey . ©
®The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; “they brought the donkey
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. °The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting,
A Ho s atotheaSon of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highesth eaven! o
OWhen he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
A Whist h i $Thedcrowds were saying, fi T his tlse prophet Jesus from Nazareth
inGal il ee. 0O

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS

Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah
and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless
these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord
in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter
into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



PROCESSION HYMN i AGldry, LaudandHo nor O

ELW # 344

Refrain
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All glo - ry, laud,and hon - or to you, re-deem-er, Kking,
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to whom the lips of chil - dren made sweet ho - san-nas ring.
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
n | Refrain
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(Lgab ' ! J J - ! I I
o J J J 4I -
now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in  cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To  you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel -0 - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584—1635

Public Domain

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PLACING OF PALMS IN THE HOME

Place your palm frond during this prayer.

May we who place these palms receive Christ into our midst with the joy that marked the

Jerusalem entry. May we hold no betrayal in our hearts, but peacefully welcome Christ,

He who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.
Amen.



LITURGY OF THE PASSION

Worship now shifts from the Liturgy of the Palms to the Liturgy of the Passion. As our
focus moves from C h r i entty int® Jerusalem to an extended reflection on the events
through which Christ has become the life and the resurrection for all who believe.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Everlasting God,

in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us
to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

d WORD?J

CHI L DR BEHORBIBY

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, ACCORDING TOMATTHEW (26 : 1 b2 7 : 6 6)

NARRATOR:

JESUS:

NARRATOR:

PEOPLE :

NARRATOR:

When Jesus had finished saying all these things,
he said to his disciples,

2You know that after two days the Passover is coming,
and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.

3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, “and they conspired
to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. °But they said,

"Not during the festival, or there may be a riot
among the people.”

®Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, ‘a
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and
she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8But when the disciples
saw it, they were angry and said,
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"Why this waste? °For this ointment could have been sold for a
large sum, and the money given to the poor."

1°But Jesus, aware of this, said to them,

"Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for
me. For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always
have me. 2By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me
for burial. ¥Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her."

4Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the
chief priests *and said,

"What will you give me if | betray him to you?"

They paid him thirty pieces of silver. *And from that moment he began
to look for an opportunity to betray him.

170On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus,
saying,

"Where do you want us to make the preparations for you
to eat the Passover?"

18He said, "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The
Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep the Passover at your house
with my disciples.™

1950 the disciples did as Jesus had directed them,
and they prepared the Passover meal.

20When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 2*and while
they were eating, he said,

“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me."

22And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after
another,

"Surely not I, Lord?"

ZHe answered, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with
me will betray me. *The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe
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to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
better for that one not to have been born."

25Judas, who betrayed him, said,
"Surely not |, Rabbi?"

He replied,

"You have said so."

28\While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it
he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said,

"Take, eat; this is my body."

2"Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks
he gave it to them, saying,

"Drink from it, all of you; ?2for this is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. ?°I tell you, | will never
again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with
you in my Father's kingdom."

30When they had sung the hymn,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.

31Then Jesus said to them,

"You will all become deserters because of me this night;
for it is written,

'l will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32But after | am raised up, | will go ahead of you to Galilee.

33peter said to him,

"Though all become deserters because of you,
| will never desert you."

34Jesus said to him,

"Truly | tell you, this very night, before the cock crows,
you will deny me three times."
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peter said to him,
"Even though | must die with you, | will not deny you."
And so said all the disciples.

3Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said
to his disciples,

"Sit here while | go over there and pray."

3"He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
grieved and agitated. *8Then he said to them,

"l am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here,
and stay awake with me."

39And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground
and prayed,

"My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me;
yet not what | want but what you want."

40Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping;
and he said to Peter,

"So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? #'Stay awake and
pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak."

42Again he went away for the second time and prayed,

"My Father, if this cannot pass unless | drink it,
your will be done."

43Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
4450 leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time,
saying the same words. *Then he came to the disciples and said to
them,

"Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand,
and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. %Get up, let
us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand."
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WITNESS:

4"While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him
was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the
elders of the people. “®Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,
"The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him." “°At once he came up to
Jesus and said,

"Greetings, Rabbi!"
and kissed him. *°Jesus said to him,
"Friend, do what you are here to do."

Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. *1Suddenly,
one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck
the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. *>?Then Jesus said to him,

"Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish
by the sword. ®>3Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and he
will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? >*But how then
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?"

55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,

"Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though |
were a bandit? Day after day | sat in the temple teaching, and you did
not arrest me. *®But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the
prophets may be fulfilled."

Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

>"Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in
whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. *®But Peter was
following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end.
**Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false
testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, %°but they
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two
came forward ®'and said,

"This fellow said, 'l am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it
in three days."
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®2The high priest stood up and said,
"Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?"
%3But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him,

"l put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the
Messiah, the Son of God."

64Jesus said to him,

"You have said so. But | tell you,

From now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power

and coming on the clouds of heaven."

®Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

"He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now
heard his blasphemy. ®*What is your verdict?"

They answered,
"He deserves death."

®’Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him,
®8saying,

"Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?"

**Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant came to him
and said,

"You also were with Jesus the Galilean."

But he denied it before all of them, saying,
"l do not know what you are talking about."

"When he went out to the porch, another servant saw him, and said to
the bystanders,

"This man was with Jesus of Nazareth."
2Again he denied it with an oath,

"I do not know the man."
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After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,

"Certainly you are also one of them,
for your accent betrays you."

“Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath,
"l do not know the man!"

At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus
had said: "Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times." And he
went out and wept bitterly.

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people
conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2They
bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

3When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he
repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and the elders. “He said,

"l have sinned by betraying innocent blood."
But they said,
"What is that to us? See to it yourself."

*Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he
went and hanged himself. °But the chief priests, taking the pieces of
silver, said,

"It is not lawful to put them into the treasury,
since they are blood money."

"After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter's field as a
place to bury foreigners. 8For this reason that field has been called the
Field of Blood to this day. °Then was fulfilled what had been spoken
through the prophet Jeremiah, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver,
the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of
the people of Israel had set a price, °and they gave them for the potter's
field, as the Lord commanded me."

INow Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him,
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"Are you the King of the Jews?"
Jesus said,
"You say so."

2Byt when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not
answer. 1*Then Pilate said to him,

"Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?"

14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the
governor was greatly amazed.

>Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 1’So after they had gathered,
Pilate said to them,

"Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus
who is called the Messiah?"

18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him
over. **While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to
him, "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today | have
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him." 2°Now the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to
have Jesus killed. 2'The governor again said to them,

"Which of the two do you want me to release for you?"

And they said,

"Barabbas!"

22Pjlate said to them,

"Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?"
All of them said,

"Let him be crucified!"

23Then he asked,
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"Why, what evil has he done?"
But they shouted all the more,
"Let him be crucified!"

24S0 when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying,

"l am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves."
25Then the people as a whole answered,
"His blood be on us and on our children!"

2650 he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he
handed him over to be crucified.

2"Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's
headquarters, scarlet robe on him, ?°and after twisting some thorns into
a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and
knelt before him and mocked him, saying,

"Hail, King of the Jews!"

30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.
31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon;
they compelled this man to carry his cross. **And when they came to a
place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 3*they offered him
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink
it. > And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among
themselves by casting lots; 3®then they sat down there and kept watch
over him. *’Over his head they put the charge against him, which read,
"This is Jesus, the King of the Jews."

3Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on
his left. **Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads “°and
saying,



PEOPLE:

NARRATOR:

PEOPLE:

NARRATOR:

JESUS:

NARRATOR:

PEOPLE:

NARRATOR:

PEOPLE:

NARRATOR:

PEOPLE:

NARRATOR:

"You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross."

“1In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and
elders, were mocking him, saying,

42"He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe
in him. ®He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to;
for he said, 'l am God's Son."

44The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same
way.

“SEFrom noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. *And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,

"Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"

that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 4’"When some of
the bystanders heard it, they said,

"This man is calling for Elijah.”

48At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. “°But the others said,

"Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him."

*0Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. >'At
that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. >The tombs also
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised. >3After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered
the holy city and appeared to many. **Now when the centurion and
those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the arthquake
and what took place, they were terrified and said,

"Truly this man was God's Son!"

*>Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had
followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. ®®Among them



were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and
the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

*"When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. *®He went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. *°So
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth %and laid it in
his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a
great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. ®*Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

®2The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and
the Pharisees gathered before Pilate ®3and said,

PEOPLE: "Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive,
'After three days | will rise again.' ®*Therefore command the tomb to
be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go
and steal him away, and tell the people, 'He has been raised from
the dead," and the last deception would be worse than the first."

NARRATOR:  %°Pilate said to them,
PILATE: "You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can."

NARRATOR:  %So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the
stone.

Silence for meditation



HYMN OF THE DAY it acred Head, NowWo undedoo

ELW # 351
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound-ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How pale thou art with an - guish,with sore a - buse and scorn;
3 What lan-guageshall 1 bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must die;
. ——
© < o f :
now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns,thine on - ly crown;
how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-ing sor row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
0N
v F i
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0 sa - cred head, what glo ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter  pas sion were all for sin - ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev er, and should I faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - ceiv ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
D |
o ] o
©—— | st
Yet, though de-spised and gor - vy, I joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev - er out - live my love to thee.
for all who die be-liev - ing die safe-ly in thy  love.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 16(7-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612

Public Domain

HOMILY iPassion in Pandemico

Pastor Stephen Friedrich




APOSTL ERE&D ELW, page 105

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God the Father of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your
faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the
weary with the message of your redemption.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable
ecosystems, threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of
scientists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to restore creation to health
and wholeness.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another.
Give courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope
to those who are in prison and those who face execution.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or
contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic
or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief especially our world seeking relief
from the Coronavirus.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, we pray for our congregation as we prepare our homes for Holy Week
worship. In all things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you,
and to give of ourselves for the sake of others.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your
witnesses in heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our
resurrection and our hope.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



0 THANKSGIVINGS

Collect an OFFERING for G o d iission. Financial gifts can be made online
www.lcrmarietta.org/give, Canned food can also be collected.

LCR Musicians also have a musical offering to glorify God.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
Salvation belongs to our God
and to Christ the lamb forever and ever.

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe;
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations.
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name?

Salvation belongs to our God
and to Christ the lamb forever and ever.

For you alone are the Holy One,
and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of God.
All praise and thanks to you, holy God!

Salvation belongs to our God
and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever.

O God our Father of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the
needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; we ask this through
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, he who is risen from the dead. To him with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.


http://www.lcrmarietta.org/give

THE LORDOGS PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

0 SENDINGA
MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, * the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



MONDAY, TUESDAY, and WEDNESDAY
HOLY WEEK
April 6, 7 & 8, 2020



Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week

These days are often overlooked yet they invite deep reflection on scripture, and its
meaning for us in the context of these times. We encourage you to use a practice
called Lectio Divina, introduced here by Elizabeth Manneh. To facilitate our
observation of these days of preparing for Easter, join Pr. Stephen each day at 7:00

pm on YouTube (www.youtube.com/LCRsermons) as he leads us throughthatd ay 6 s
Lectio Divina.

Lectio Divina: ABe gi n nGide s
BY ELIZABETH MANNEH MARCH 18, 2020

|l 6ve al ways wanted to be a figoodo Chri sti
and the Christian life, but | only occasionally felt closer to Him. That all changed

when | read Trappist Monk Fr. Thomas KeidaOp e@m 68i nd, d&den H
learned about the prayer practice of Lectio Divina.

Lectio Divina (literally divine reading) is a way of becoming immersed in the

Scriptures very personally. It draws on the way Jews read the Haggadah, a text

read during Passover that retells the Exod
along with being a physical text, the word captures the practice of telling and

retelling a story.

The Christian form of Lectio Divina was first introduced by St. Gregory of Nyssa (c

330- 395), and also encouraged by St. Benedict of Nursia (c 480-547), the founder

of the Benedictine order. |l t 6s a way of ¢
reflecting prayerfully on His words. In Lectio Divina, the chosen spiritual text is

read four times in total, giving an opportunity to think deeply about it and respond

thoughtfully. When we practice Lectio Divina, we
involved in the events of Scriptured f or exampl e, heari ng Goc
|l sraelites in the desert. |l t6s an i ntens:e

Fr. Keating describes the four stages of Lectio Divina as compass points around a
circle, with the Holy Spirit moving seaml
found it helpful to follow the stages in
| earned the basics, I 61 | ltcegetastarted t o i mpr «


http://www.youtube.com/LCRsermons
https://bustedhalo.com/author/elizabeth-manneh
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Mind-Heart-20th-Anniversary/dp/0826418899
http://www.saintandrewsabbey.com/SearchResults.asp?Cat=35
http://ohr.edu/ask_db/ask_main.php/188/Q2/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=556
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2D1_zq38dqA

Prepare

|l 6d suggest 30 minutes to read, refl ect,
i n Lectio Divina. To twune i n, I l' i ke to |
because the flame and fragrance serve as gentle reminders when collecting my
thoughts and calming my mind. | pray a prayer of invitation, saying something like,
nGod, | et me hear from you, 0 and spend a
IS open to hearing from God.

Lectio (Read)

My first reading is an opportunity to get to know the Scripture passage. | listen
carefully for any words or phrases that s
things, but wait patiently for God to give gentle guidance. One day when reading
Jeremiah 31, | felt my minddrawnto t he strength of Gododos
covenant:

Al 1l wil |l make a new covenant] not | i ke t1l
the day when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my
covenant that they broke, thoughlwas t hei r Reranmha 3132 Engligh
Standard Version)

| was struck by the image of God leading His people by the hand as an act of love
ithey werenodot | eft to begin their momentc

Meditatio (Reflect)

The second reading of the same passage focuses further on the points | become
aware of during the fi freadafewevarses so gcan réléct e n
carefully on where God has nudged me.

Then 10611 refl ect on what | Dbelieve eGod i
|l tds easy to slip into Astudy modeo and t
listening to what God might be saying. It helps to ask God to make His focus clear.



Oratio (Respond)

After a third reading, I t 6 s hougmseby jpusnalinge s p «
because | know I 6m very prone to forgett.i
day! We can respond in prayer too, which gives us the opportunity for a

conversation with God.

When reading Jeremiah, | journaled my wonderings. If God is so powerfully

committed to keeping His covenant with me, why do | sometimes lack the
commitment to stay close to God? Often t1
always make time to listen to God. | prayed that God would help me to prioritize
spending time with Him.

Contemplatio (Rest)

After the final readi ng, I spend around
a time of prayer or meditation 8 | just sit quietly and allow God to work. When my
mind starts to wander and dart here and there, | bring it gently back to stillness
again.

There are many sources of inspiration to help develop the practice of Lectio
Divina._Soul Shepherding has a collection of downloadable guides,
and_LectioDivina.orgal so has some hel pful exampl es
remember that Lectio Divina is not an end in itself or another spiritual practice to

tick off our to-do list. It helps us hear specifically and individually from God through
Scripture, guided by the Holy Spirit, and deepens our relationship with Him.

Originally published January 18, 2017
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/lectio-divina-beginners-guide

)
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http://www.soulshepherding.org/2012/07/lectio-divina-guides/
http://www.lectio-divina.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=category.display&category_id=6
https://bustedhalo.com/ministry-resources/lectio-divina-beginners-guide

Monday in Holy Week, April 6, 2020

INTRODUCTION

During Holy Week we meditate on J e s iral@ays before his death on the cross.

T o d ago$psl commemorates the anointing of Jesus by Mary, a foreshadowing of his
death and burial. For Christians, J e s suffaying is the path to resurrection and new
life. We eagerly await the celebration of the great Three Days later this week.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, your Son chose the path that led to pain before joy and to the cross before
glory. Plant his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may come at last to
joy and glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GOSPEL: John 12:1-11
A few days after raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus visits the ma n Bbose.
L a z a rsisterMary anoints the feet of Jesus with costly perfume.

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. ?There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. *Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed J e s fest,Gand wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the
one who was about to betray him), said, > Whwas this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the p o o °(Redsaid this not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to
steal what was put into it.) “Jesus said, i L e éher alone. She bought it so that she
might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do
not always have me . 0

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only
because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 1°So
the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, 'since it was on account of
him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus.



Tuesday in Holy Week, April 7, 2020

INTRODUCTION

As the great Three Days draw near, we gather each day of Holy Week for worship. Jesus
speaks of the grain of wheat that falls into the earth and dies in order that it may bear fruit. We
die with Christ in baptism that we may be raised with him to new life. We will celebrate this
great mystery of death and resurrection at the Easter Vigil later this week.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow cold in your
service, and that we may not fail or deny you in the time of trial, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GOSPEL: John 12:20-36
Knowing that his hour has come, Jesus announces that his death will be an exaltation. When
he is lifted up in death, drawing people to new life, G o d dame will be glorified.

2ONow among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 2'They came
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, i S we wish to see
J e s u?¥Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 22Jesus
answered them, i T theur has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2*Very truly, | tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies,
it bears much fruit. 2Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. 2Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will
my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

2’fi N omy soul is troubled. And what should | sayd 0 F a t saeeme from thish o u N@ ?
it is for this reason that | have come to this hour. ?Father, glorify your n a meThed a voice
came from heaven, fi have glorified it, and I will glorify it a g a i?°The érowd standing there
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, fi A angel has spokento h i ni%esus
answered, fi T hvbiee has come for your sake, not for mine. 3*Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 3?And |, when | am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to my s e ¥He sadd this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. **The
crowd answered him, i W&ave heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How
can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Ma n %#esus said to
them, A T Hight is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are
going. 3®While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children
ofl i ght . o

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them.



Wednesday in Holy Week, April 8, 2020

INTRODUCTION

This day was formerly called i S pMe d n e s draajlusian to the gospel reading, in
which Judas is identified as the betrayer of Jesus. As Jesus endured the suffering of
the cross, we are called to run the race of life with perseverance, confident of the joy to
come. In the Three Days, which begin tomorrow evening, we will journey with Christ
from darkness to light, from captivity to freedom, from death to life.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at human hands and endured the shame
of the cross. Grant that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it the way of life
and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GOSPEL: John 13:21-32
At the last supper, Jesus identifies Judas Iscariot as the one who will betray him, and
sends him on his way.

21Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ii V etruly, | tell you, one of you will betray
me .2?2dhe disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 20One
of his disciplesd the one whom Jesus lovedd was reclining next to him; 2*Simon Peter
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 2°So while reclining
next to Jesus, he asked him, i L o wha isi t ?2Jésus answered, i listhe one to
whom | give this piece of bread when | have dipped itinthe d i s $0.wben he had
dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. ?’After he
received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, fi D quickly
what you are going to d o 2®Now no one at the table knew why he said this to
him. 2Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling
him, A B uvpat we need forthe f e s t oryvtteat he should give something to the
poor. 3°So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was
night.

3lWhen he had gone out, Jesus said, i N otle Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. *2If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify
him in himself and will glorify himatonc e . 0



MAUNDY THURSDAY

THE FIRST OF THE THREE DAYS
April 9, 2020



MAUNDY THURSDAY

INTRODUCTION

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of J e s death and resurrection. Tonight
we receive the new commandment (or maundatum from which tonight receivesi t 6 s
name) to love one another. The promise of this commandment is beautifully seen in

the meal of Holy Communion, a meal which we look forward to sharing again when we
are able to gather in person. Tonight, as Jesus washed hisd i s c ifeet| se webare
called to give and receive love in humble service to one another in our homes.
Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

Set out a bowl of water and a clean towel. Sit with them before you.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sineed against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forive us, renews us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Remember G o d forgiveness:
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. Our sins are forgiven in the name
of Jesus Christ. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in our hearts through faith.

Amen.

Then pray the prayer for this night:
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our
hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was servant of all, your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1i 14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of
Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign

to protect G o d esple from the threat of death. The early church describedtheL or d 6 s
supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb

who delivers G o d gesple from sin and death.

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. >Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.
®You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. "They shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat
it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. °Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water,
but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. °You shall let none
of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.
1This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.
2For | will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD. *3The blood shall be a sign for you
on the houses where you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

1This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 116 (read responsively)
!I'love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
’for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.
12How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
B3I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
141 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God's people.
15Precious in your sight, O LORD,
Is the death of your servants.
180 LORD, truly | am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
171 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
18] will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God's people,
%in the courts of the LORD's house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23i 26

In the bread and cup of the L o r dupper, we experience intimate fellowship with
Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new
covenant in his blood.

Z3For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, ?*and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me." 2°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
"This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me." 2°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: John 13:1i 17, 31bi 35

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and
was going to God, “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. °Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. ®He came
to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" “Jesus
answered, "You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will understand."
8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless | wash
you, you have no share with me." °Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only
but also my hands and my head!" %Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean,
though not all of you." 'For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he
said, "Not all of you are clean."

2After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, "Do you know what | have done to you? *You call me
Teacher and Lord 8 and you are right, for that is what | am. *So if |, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. **For |
have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you. ®Very
truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers
greater than the one who sent them. *’If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them. 3*"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, | am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, 'Where |
am going, you cannot come.' 34 give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. 3°By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ



Having read these readings, think of this:

This word about the love of Jesus is always the beginning of any time. By
remembering the Passover and the Last Supper and the footwashing, we are not trying
to get back to an old time. In the face of the suffering and death with which the world is
filled, our trying would not come to much. But G o d wasd comes to us now. To our
time. Even when we cannot meet for the holy supper together, this word comes to us
and it is none other than Jesus Christ who is our forgiveness. He is the Lamb whose
blood marks the doors of our houses and bodies. In the power of the Spirit, he has
washed our feet and our lives. And he turns us toward our neighbors. In this word &
and in the cross proclaimed tomorrow and the resurrection proclaimed on Saturday
and Sunday & Easter comes out to hold us already.

HOMILY fPartso Pastor Stephen Friedrich

Here or later you may access Pastor St e p h Manni\s Thursday sermon,
www.YouTube.com/LCRsermons.




You might now read or sing

i Gr &adt Your Love Has Called Us 0 ELW # 358
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1 Great God, your love  has called us here, as we, by love, for
2 We come with self - in - flict - ed pains of bro-ken trust and
3 Great God, in Christ you call our name and then re - ceive us
4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and hum - ble us, and
5 Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your
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love were made. Your liv - ing like - ness still we bear,
cho - sen wrong, half - free, half - bound by In - ner chains,
as your  own, not through some mer - it, right, or claim,
call us friends. Suf - fer and serve till all are fed,
joy to share. Give us  your Spir - it’s lib - er -ty
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though marred, dis - hon - ored, dis - o - beyed. We come, with all our
by so - cial forc - es swept a - long, by pow’rs and sys - tems
but by your gra - cious love a - lone. We strain to glimpse your
and show how grand - ly love in - tends to work till all cre -
to turn from guilt and dull de - spair, and of - fer all that
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heart and mind your call to hear, your love to  find.
close con-fined, yet seek - ing hope for hu - man - kind.
mer - cy seat and find  you kneel - ing at our feet.
a - tion sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things.
faith can do while love is mak - ing all things new.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953
Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permissicn.
Music © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.
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Here you may wash one a n o t Heety usisg the water in the bowl. Those for whom
footwashing is a challenge, may wash your hands, using the water in the bowl.
In this act, recall Jesus washinghisd i s c ifegtl e s 0

Then you may pray together with all of us these intercessions for our church and world:

United with Christians around the globe on this Maundy Thursday, let us pray for the
church, the earth, our troubled world, and all in need, responding to each petition with
the words fivour mercy is great.0

A brief silence.

Blessed are you, holy God, for the church. Gather all the baptized around your
presence in the Word. Strengthen the body of your people even when we cannot
assemble for worship. Grant Bishop Strickland and all our clergy faithfulness and
creativity for their ministry in this time, and accompany those preparing for baptism.
A brief silence.

Hear us, holy God.
Your mercy is great.

Blessed are you, bountiful God, for this good earth and for the flowering of springtime.
Save dry lands from destructive droughts. Protect the waters from pollution. Allow in
this time the planting of fields for food. Make us into care-givers of your plants and
animals.

A brief silence.

Hear us, bountiful God.
Your mercy is great.

Blessed are you, sovereign God, for our nation. Inspire all people to live in peace and
concord. Grant wisdom and courage to heads of state and to legislators as they face
the coronavirus. Lead our elected officials to champion the cause of the needy.

A brief silence.

Hear us, sovereign God.
Your mercy is great.



Blessed are you, faithful God, for you accompany suffering humanity with love. Abide
wherever the coronavirus has struck. Visit all who mourn their dead; all who have
contracted the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away from home; those
who have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the future. Support
physicians, nurses, and home health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health
Organization.
A brief silence.
Hear us, faithful God.

Your mercy is great.

Blessed are you, gracious God, for you care for the needy. We beg you to feed the
hungry, protect the refugee, embrace the distressed, house the homeless, nurse the
sick, and comfort the dying. Especially we pray for those we name before you now.
A brief silence.

Hear us, gracious God.
Your mercy is great.

Blessed are you, loving God, that your Son knelt before us, your unworthy servants.
Preserve our lives, comfort our anxiety, and receive now the petitions of our hearts.
A longer period of silence.

Hear us, loving God.
Your mercy is great.

Blessed are you, eternal God, for all who have died in the faith, especially the martyr
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, whom we remember today, and those whom we name before you
here.

A Dbrief silence.

At the end, bring us with them into your everlasting glory.

Hear us, eternal God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive, merciful God, our prayers, for the sake of Jesus Christ, he who died and rose
that we might live with you, now and forever.
Amen.



You might read or sing

A Wh eCharity and Love Prevailo ELW # 359
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I Wherechar -1 - ty and love pre - vail, there God 1is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-1ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen -tle - ness.

Text: Latin hymn, Sth cent.; tr. Omer Westendort, 1916-1997, alt.

Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

One License #A-701897

Jesusdlife of serving takes him from washing feet to betrayal and crucifixion. From
these events flow all the mercy that fills this night. In him we see hiscommand i | o v e
onea n ot mmactiom. Remembering his lifegiving service, pray this Psalm.

PSALM 22 (read responsively)
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of m groaning?
My God, | cry out by day, but you do not answer;
by night, but | find no rest.
3Yet you are the Holy One,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
40ur ancestors put their trust in you,
they trusted, and you rescued them.
>They cried out to you and were delivered;
they trusted in you and were not put to shame.



®But as for me, | am a worm and not human,
scorned by all and despised by the people.
"All who see me laugh me to scorn;
they curl their lips; they shake their heads.
8 Trust in the LORD; let the LORD deliver;
let God rescue him if God so delights in him."
%Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb,
and kept me safe on my mother's breast.
19 have been entrusted to you ever since | was born;
you were my God when | was still in my mother's womb.
1Be not far from me, for trouble is near,
and there is no one to help.
12Many young bulls encircle me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me.
13They open wide their jaws at me,
like a slashing and roaring lion.
14 am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;
my heart within my breast is melting wax.
15My strength is dried up like a potsherd;
my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
and you have laid me in the dust of death.
1packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;
they pierce my hands and my feet.
17 can count all my bones
while they stare at me and gloat.
18They divide my garments among them;
for my clothing, they cast lots.
19But you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
21Save me from the lion's mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
22| will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly | will praise you.
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off spring of Israel.



2’For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their
poverty; neither is the LORD's face hidden from them;
2SFrom you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied.
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
*All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
“For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LoORD.
“Their descendants shall serve the LorbD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
*'They shall proclaim God& deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, i T HLerD has acted!0

The Three Days continue tomorrow with the service for Good Friday.



GOOD FRIDAY

THE SECOND OF THE THREE DAYS

April 10, 2020



GOOD FRIDAY

INTRODUCTION
The ancient title for this dayd the triumph of the crossd reminds us that the church

gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ's life-giving passion and to find
strength and hope in the tree of life.

Sit before a cross or a crucifix.

Begin with this prayer.
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family,for whom our Lord Jesus Christ
was willing to be betrayed, and to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer
death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

Amen.

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS

The First Word 1_Luke 23: 33-34
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **Then Jesus said, "Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide
his clothing.

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection

The Second Word i Luke 23: 39-43
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 4°But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? “*And
we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." 4°Then he said, "Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom." “*He replied, "Truly | tell you, today you will
be with me in Paradise."”

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection



The Third Word i John 19: 25-27
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2®When Jesus saw his mother
and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother,
"Woman, here is your son." 2’Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother."
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection

Hymn i AolyJ esus o ELW #349
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1 Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how hast thou of- fend - ed that we to
2 Who was the guilt-y? Who brought this up - on thee? A - las, my
3 Lo, the Good Shep-herd for the sheep is of - fered; the slave hath
4 For me, kind Je - sus, was thine in - car - na - tion, thy mor - tal
5 There - fore, kind Je - sus, since 1 can-not pay thee, 1 do a-
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judge thee have in hate pre - tend - ed? By foes de - rid - ed,
trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done thee. ’'Twas I, Lord Je - sus,
sin - ned, and the Son hath suf - fered; for our a - tone - ment,
sor - row, and thy life's ob - la - tion; thy death of an - guish
dore thee, and will ev - er pray thee; think on thy pit - y
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by thine own re - ject - ed, O most af - flict - ed.
| it was de - nied thee; I cru - ci - fied thee.
while we noth-ing heed - ed, God in - ter - ced - ed.
and thy bit - ter pas - sion, for my sal - va - tion.
and thy love wun - swerv - ing, not my de - serv - ing.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; u. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: HERZLIEBSTER JESU, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Public Domain



The Fourth Word i Mark 15: 33-34
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
34At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?"
which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection

The Fifth Word i John 19:28
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), "l am thirsty."

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection

The Sixth Word i John 19: 29-30
A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a
branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 3®When Jesus had received the wine, he
said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection

The Seventh Word i Luke 23:46
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands
| commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last.

Silent Meditation

Prayer / Reflection

Here or later you may access Pastor Dave 0Good Friday reflections
www.YouTube.com/LCRsermons



Hymn i We e Ther eo T Traditional Spiritual
Public Domain

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Bidding Prayer
Then pray.
Let us pray for the holy church throughout the world.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By
your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to
persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ
to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Kevin our bishops, for Dave and Stephen our pastors,
for Helen, Sharon, Allison, Sigrid and all servants of the church, and for all the people
of God.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen

and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health

and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our various vocations to

do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and
understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children,
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow
Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united
in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your
teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your
own may receive the fulfillment of the c o v e n aramiséss We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under
different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful
witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.



Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and
find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the
world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the
worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your
goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice,
peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those
who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free
those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and
disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the
joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Procession of the Cross
At this time please bring a cross from your home and place it prominently in

your gathering.

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.




SOLEMN REPROACHES
All may kneel or sit, reflecting on our Lord and his cross.

O my people, O my church, what have | done to you? How have | offended you?
Answer me. | led you out of slavery into freedom,and delivered you through the waters
of rebirth, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. Forty
years | led you through the desert, feeding you with manna on the way; | saved you
from the time of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have
prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. | led
you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of
Pilate; | guided you by the light of the Holy Spirit, but you have prepared a cross for
your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. |
planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you brought forth bitter fruit; | made you
branches of the vine and never left your side, but you have prepared a cross for your
Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. |
poured out saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; | poured out
my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a cross for
your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. | gave
you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns; | gave you the kingdom and
crowned you with eternal life, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.



O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. | struck
down your enemies, but you struck my head with a reed; | gave you my peace, but you
draw the sword in my name, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. |
opened the waters to lead you to the promised land, but you opened my side with a
spear; | washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you have prepared a cross for your
Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. | lifted
you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross; | raised you from death and
prepared for you the tree of life, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. |
grafted you into my people Israel, but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt,
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could | have done for you? Answer me. | came
to you in the least of your brothers and sisters,but | was hungry and you gave me no
food, thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have
prepared a cross for your Savior.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

Conclude with these words:
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

SILENCE
The service ends in extended silence.
If possible continue to maintain a measure of silence in your household.

The Three Days continues tomorrow with the Vigil of Easter
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RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
VIGIL OF EASTER

THE THIRD OF THE THREE DAYS

April 11, 2020



VIGIL OF EASTER

INTRODUCTION

This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter we proclaim through story and song
that ours is a God who continuously brings life out of death: beginning with Go d 6 s
faithfulness in the Old Testament, the account of J e s wesuérection, and then we
recall that God has brought his same salvation to us in Holy Baptism. On this night we
experience again the heart of G 0o d IBaptismal promise and the center of our faith: we
are claimed and cleansed, renewed in the death and resurrection of Christ. We gather
with all the saints of every time and place to celebrate the good news: Christ is risen
indeed! Alleluia!

Sit before an unlit candle and a bowl of water.

Light the candle, saying:
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.
Thanks be to God.

Thenreadthisfi Ea sPtreorc | amati ono
Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels!
Christ has conquered; the risen Savior shines upon you.
This is the night in which the true Lamb is slain.
This is the night:

this is the night.

This the night in which the children of Israel were led through the sea.
This is the night:
this is the night.

This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are renewed in grace.
This is the night:
this is the night.

The holiness of this night restores joy to those who mourn and humbles earthly pride.
Therefore this night, O God, receive our praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
May Christ, the Morning Star, rising from the grave,

shed light on the whole human race.
And we pray, O God: preserve and protect your church,
giving us peace, in this time and forever.

Amen.



And pray this prayer:
O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the wisdom of
the earth. By the resurrection of your Son, free us from our fears, restore us in your
image, and ignite us with your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Choose among these five OLD TESTAMENT READINGS, reading as many as you decide:

FIRST READING Genesis 1:10 2:4a
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, i L e
there be | i gdnd tbere was light. 4And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6ANnd God said, i L there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters fromthe wa t e 7Ss Gaal made the dome and separated the waters that
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9And God said, i1 L thé waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and letthe dry land a p p e And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11Then God said, i1 L thé earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed ini tAnddit was so. 12The
earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.

14And God said, i L thére be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the e a r tAid.it was so.
16God made the two great lightsd the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light
to rule the nightd and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from




the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day.

20And God said, i L #he waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the dome of the s k y21S® God created the great sea
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God
blessed them, saying, fi B feuitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let
birds multiply on the e a r 23Anddhere was evening and there was morning, the fifth
day.

24And God said, i L #he earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every k i nAhd ibwas so. 25God
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, i L astmake humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepsuponthee ar t h. o

27S0 God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God he created them,;
male and female he created them.

28God blessed them, and God said to them, i B feuitful and multiply, and fill the earth
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the e a r 29%Godosaid, i S eldgve given
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, | have given every green plant forf o o And ibwas so. 31God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening
and there was morning, the sixth day.

2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2ZAnd on
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



About this reading: Especially now, we long for an ordered world. In spite of death and
sorrow, the resurrection of Jesus Christ contains the promise of a new creation.
Baptized into his death and resurrection, we are made witnesses to God's new
creation, and it is very good.

SECOND READING Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and
there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear %
the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 11They said to Moses,

A Waitsbecause there were no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 121s this not the
very thing we told you in Egypt, 6 L estalone and let us
servethe E g y p t iFarnt svaul@d have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than
todieinthewi | d e r I3RBuUsMoses said to the people, fi D oot be afraid, stand firm,
and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today you shall never see again. 14The Lord will fight for you, and you
have onlytokeepst i | | . ©

15Then the Lord said to Moses, i Whdp you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go
forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide
it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then | will harden the hearts
of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so | will gain glory for myself
over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18And the
Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when | have gained glory for myself over
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariotd r i ver s. 0

19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place
behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the
cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the
other all night.

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by
a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were
divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea
after them, all of P h a r a lwitses,schariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning
watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and



threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that they
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, i1 L astflee from the Israelites, for the Lord is
fighting forthem againstEgy pt . 0

26Then the Lord said to Moses, 1 St r @utyocuhhand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariotd r i v e r
27S0 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the
sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But
the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left.

30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31lIsrael saw the great work that the Lord did against
the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his
servant Moses.

15:20Then the prophet Miriam, A a r ogisi@rstook a tambourine in her hand; and all
the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang
to them:

fSing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown intothes e a . 0

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

About this reading: We long for freedom from fear and confusion, sin and death. The
resurrection of Christ brings us through the sea to new life, and baptism has enacted
that exodus.

THIRD READING Ezekiel 37:11 14

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by %
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it /‘L@
was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very \n/
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, \k&@) /
A Mo r daratthese bones | i viarkswered, i Qord God, you \

k n o wThen he saidtome, i Pr o p th these bones, and say

to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 61 will lay sinews on you, and



will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live; and you shall know that lamtheL or d . 0

7So0 | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8l looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he saidtome, 1 P r o p to thesbyeath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may | i v1el prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

11Then he said to me, i Mo r theael bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, 6 O bbanes are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cutoffc o mp | et el y . o
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back
to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 141 will put my spirit within
you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I,
the Lord, have spoken and will act, saystheL or d . 0

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

About this reading: We are the dry bones. The Spirit of God, poured outfromChr i st ¢
death and resurrection, makes us alive together with him, a whole people standing
together in new life, even when we are separated from each other.

FOURTH READING Jonah 1:10 2:1
1Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of
Amittai, saying, 21 G at once to Nineveh, that great
city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has
come up before me .3But Jonah set out to flee to
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went
down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so
he paid his fare and went on board, to go with them to
Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.

4But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came
upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and




each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten
it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain
down, and was fast asleep. 6The captain came and said to him, i Wh are you doing
sound asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought so
thatwedonotper i sh. o

7The sailors said to one another, i C o niet us cast lots, so that we may know on
whose account this calamity has come upon u s Sadthey cast lots, and the lot fell on
Jonah. 8Then they said to him, A T ai$ why this calamity has come upon us. What is
your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people
arey o udi@amaHe b r éavreplied. fi Worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry | a n ©Thén the men were even more afraid, and said to
him, i Wh & this that you have d o n &dr the men knew that he was fleeing from the
presence of the Lord, because he had told them so.

11Then they said to him, i Wh shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for
u s Far the sea was growing more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, i Pi ¢ k
me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you; for | know it is
because of me that this great storm has come upony o ul3Nevertheless the men
rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more
and more stormy against them. 14Then they cried out to the Lord, i P | e @ koed, we
pray, do not let us perish on account of this ma n lifes Do not make us guilty of
innocent blood; for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased y o ul5So they picked Jonah
up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men
feared the Lord even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.

17But the Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the
belly of the fish three days and three nights.

2:1Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

About this reading: We have often run away from our vocation as witnesses to new
life, hope and forgiveness in Christ. His resurrection, like Jonah coming out of the fish
after three days, and our baptism into that resurrection, making us like Jonah, restores
us to that vocation.



FIFTH READING Daniel 3:17 29

1King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue

whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was

Six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the

province of Babylon. 2Then King Nebuchadnezzar

sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the \al

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the
provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication
of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the prefects, and
the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the
officials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4the herald proclaimed aloud, i Y care commanded,
O peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe,
lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship
the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall down
and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing f i r7Eheréfore, as
soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and
entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and
worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the
Jews. 9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, fi t&ing, live forever! 10You, O king, have
made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp,
drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue,
11and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of
blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you,
O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that
you have setu p . 0

13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be brought in; so they brought those men before the king.
14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, i lit$rue, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that | have set
up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon,
harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that |






