
Thank you to all who participated in the first practice zoom presbytery 

meeting!  It was so helpful to have you in the zoom room, at least those 

of you that could get in!  That was one of the unanticipated glitches that 

we discovered that we will work to correct.  There were other glitches 

as well and, because of that, we have decided to have another practice 

zoom presbytery meeting August 6th to be ready for our Stated 

Presbytery meeting on August 22nd.   

 

For those of you that were at the meeting please send your comments 

to us if you haven’t already.  It will all be helpful.  So, watch for more 

information to come your way the end of July.   

 

This is such a strange time and we continue to build the bridge as we 

walk across it, so I hope that you will find sometime for rest and 

relaxation – dare I say vacation – so that we can return with new 

energy, patience and stamina moving forward.   

 

Keep washing your hands, wear a mask, and have a blessed summer. 
 

Bronwen  
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Presbytery Staff is here for you 
 
 

Bronwen Boswell 
General Presbyter/Stated Clerk 

Email – presbytersc@shenpres.org  
  

Nancy Meehan Yao 

Associate General Presbyter 
Email – assocgp@shenpres.org  
 

Kim Stroupe, Admin. Assistant 
Email – kims@shenpres.org 
  

Heather Carter, Funds Admin. 
Email – bookkeeper@shenpres.org 
  

Donna Lanaghan, Communications  

Email – shenpres@shenpres.org 
  

Larry Holsinger, Treasurer 
Screen shot of Practice Presbytery Meeting 
(Photo by Kate Rascoe) 
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I saw this saying online the other day: “Old Habits won’t Open New Doors”  

 

I think it is true. I know how much we long to get back to “normal,” to worship together in the same 

old ways, to have life be the same as it always was. 

 

But I want us to consider what we have learned and gained in this time of change.  We have learned 

how to worship together, even while being physically distanced.  We have learned that people who 

would not enter our sanctuary are now worshipping with us on-line.  We have learned to examine 

our hearts and our history and traditions, looking for what God is calling us to be next.  We have 

learned to give up somethings for the good of others:  our personal comfort, perhaps; our insistence in having our own 

way, own pew, own hymnal, our own worship service. Our silence in the face of social inequity and injustice.  

 

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, but before his ascension, Jesus was present with the disciples.  They asked him: 

“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom?”  which sounds a lot like “is now the time we can get back to 

normal—back to the sanctuary, back to in-person worship and fellowship and Sunday School?” Jesus answered the 

disciples that it was not for them to know the time when all would be restored…which sounds a lot like the time in 

which we are living now.  But Jesus also told them they would receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

I think God is opening new doors to us, in the midst of pandemic and social change.  Opening doors to new ways to be 

the church.  New, Spirit-filled ways to be the body of Christ, together, even when we are not in the same physical space.  

New ways to turn from old ways, based on privilege, to ways of being the church based on Jesus’ life and Good News.  

Perhaps we can look at this time, this in-between time, as a time to learn new ways, a time to grow into what God is 

calling us to be, in the future God has already gone ahead to prepare.  

 

Blessings- Nancy 

Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

Presbytery-Wide Interactive Bible Study of Matthew 25 
 

On ZOOM,  Wednesdays in July:  1st, 8, 15, 22 and 29, at 10-11 am. 

Shenandoah Presbytery voted to become a Matthew 25 Presbytery last year.  Matthew 25 

contains 3 stories:  The Story of the Wise and Foolish Women, the Story of the Talents, and 

the Story of the Sheep and the Goats. We will spend the first 3 weeks looking at the Gospel of 

Matthew, to get a feel for the background and context of Matthew’s Gospel, and then spend 

the last 2 sessions looking at the stories of Matthew 25. 

 

We will meet for the Bible Study on Zoom for approximately 1 hour, for 5 Wednesdays in July.  

A link will be sent out by the Presbytery to join the zoom session, through email. These Bible 

Study sessions are for all: pastors, congregation members, interested readers.  Join us for all, or just some, if you can’t 

make all the sessions.  These Bible Studies are interactive, so you are welcome to join/think out loud/read through 

Matthew together.  The sessions will be recorded for those who cannot join us at that time, to be viewed later. A study 

guide will be sent out each week.  

 

TO REGISTER:   please contact the Presbytery at shenpres@shenpres.org 

mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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Special Funds Available for Pastors Financially Impacted by Pandemic 
 

The Strong Ministers Committee announces that it has recently made funds available to pastors in Shenandoah Presbytery 

who have been financially impacted by the Covid 19 pandemic.  These funds are available through the General Presbyter's 

Discretionary Fund and may be requested by directly contacting Bronwen Boswell, General Presbyter.  The purpose of 

these funds is to assist pastors and their families who may be experiencing financial challenges due to loss of income or 

illness as a result of the pandemic.   

 

Requests for or receipt of these special funds will not impact the eligibility of pastors who apply for Strong Ministers Fund 

grants during the regular grant cycle ending September 30, 2020.  Applications for those funds are available on the 

Presbytery website. 

 

Submitted by Betsy Hay and Tom Holden, Co-Chairs 

Strong Ministers Committee 

PC(USA) College Loans Available 

Amid all the uncertainty about what higher education will look like, students and families still need to plan for the 

future.  Families often take out loans to help with the education of their children/dependents. 

Parent loans are available through the PC(USA): https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-

evangelism/financialaid/presbyterian-church-usa-parent-loan/   

224th General Assembly Elects Co-Moderators 

LOUISVILLE —Elona Street-Stewart, executive of the Synod 

of Lakes and Prairies, and the Rev. Gregory Bentley, pastor 

of Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Huntsville, Alabama, 

were overwhelmingly elected to be co-moderators of the 

224th General Assembly Saturday. 

  

Immediately after their election, the two were installed as co-

moderators by the co-moderators of the 223rd General 

Assembly, the Rev. Cindy Kohlmann and Ruling Elder Vilmarie 

Cintrón-Olivieri, as well as the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). 

For more information, click on the photo above. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/financialaid/presbyterian-church-usa-parent-loan/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/financialaid/presbyterian-church-usa-parent-loan/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/224th-general-assembly-elects-street-stewart-bentley-co-moderators/
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Traditioned Innovation 
  

“Traditioned Innovation.”  It sounds like an oxymoron, doesn’t it? 2 things that cannot exist together, like Jumbo 

Shrimp, or Deafening Silence.  But many of us are doing this already, and we didn’t even know it! Traditioned 

Innovation is a term for taking what is most valuable and foundational to you (or your church) and finding a new way 

to do that, even in changing circumstances. 
 

Value time with family and friends?  In this new time of physically distancing, that might mean face-timing or zooming 

with family and grandkids. It might mean a “virtual coffee hour” as a church, a chance to see and hear everybody, a 

way to check in on how they are doing.  It might mean taking time to sit down and write a card or letter to everyone 

in the congregation.  It might mean reaching out by telephone. The foundational issue- being in relationship with 

others—is now lived out in a new way.  
 

Value worship together?  Again, we can do this…in a new way, using zoom or skype or Facebook live, or making 

YouTube videos and posting them, or even making cds/dvds, and bringing them to people who can access the worship 

service in those ways.  
 

People who lead change tell us that hope is the important part of change—that hope for the future is a driver to make 

changes we might not necessarily be comfortable with.  And this hope-driven change relies on the 3R’s-  

Relate- we need to have solid relationships.  As churches, we need to have healthy relationships with 

the Lord, and with each other, in order to go forward. (see virtual coffee hour above!) 

Repeat- this doesn’t mean we keep doing things the way we have always done them, ad infinitum.  The 

new thing will feel uncomfortable, but you keep going, step by step.  You keep putting one foot in 

front of the other, and trying new things along the way. 

Reframe- this is telling a new story about yourself, about the church, and about what God is doing 

now, with us and through us.  
 

All of these things require that we innovate—and, at the same time, keep and use the traditions that promote growth 

and energy.  But it also means we will have to let go of some things that no longer serve us, and that get in the way of 

us serving the Lord.  
 

So, we can expect that in the future, we will worship (some of us) in the sanctuary…and that we will still continue 

some form of online worship service.  We might have to change some of the elements of the worship service, in 

order to be able to reach out online.  This is traditioned innovation…which we embrace with hope for the future 

God is calling us to.  

 

Submitted by Nancy Meehan Yao, Associate General Presbyter 

The Community Cup, a New Worshipping Community being developed through 

Shenandoah Presbytery's Committee on New Congregational Development, was awarded 

a Seed Grant through the PCUSA's 1001 New Worshipping Communities Mission 

Program Grants.   
 

The Community Cup is striving to open a faith- and community-building coffee shop in a 

town that has seen a great increase in those suffering from the opioid epidemic. The coffee 

shop would not only help revitalize the downtown area of Martinsburg, West Virginia, but 

allow a place for those in recovery to seek the Word and find support .   

New Worshipping Community in Shenandoah Presbytery 
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Augusta Stone – until further notice  Goshen – will resume June 7   Piedmont – until further notice 

Ben Salem –    Halltown –    Pines Chapel – thru April 30 

Berkeley Springs – will resume May 31  Hebron – drive-in service   Rocky Spring – will resume June 7 

Berryville – thru July 8   Hedgesville – will resume May 31  Romney – until further notice 

Bethany – thru June 10   Hermitage – until further notice  Ruddle – until further notice 

Bethel – outdoor on June 21   Highland Mem. – will resume June 14  Second Opequon – until further 

            notice 

Bethesda/McElwee – will resume June 7 Immanuel – thru March 22   Seneca Rocks – resuming May 24 

Beulah – until further notice   Ivanhoe – until further notice   Shepherdstown – thru August 30 

Bloomery – until further notice  Keyser – until further notice   Slanesville – resuming May 17 

Bridgewater – until further notice   Lexington – until further notice  Smyrna – will resume on June 14 

Broadway – thru April 30   Little Falls – will resume May 10  Springfield –until further notice 

Buckton – thru June 10   Loch Willow – will resume July 5  Staunton First – until further notice 

Buena Vista – will resume June 14  Massanutten – until further notice  Staunton Second – March 15 

Buffalo Gap – until further notice  McCutchen –    Staunton Third –  

Bunker Hill – until further notice  McDowell – until Labor Day weekend  Strasburg – until further notice 

Burlington – until further notice  Middletown –until further notice  Sunnyside – until further notice 

Burnt – until further notice   Millboro – will resume June 7   Tabler – will resume June 14 

Charles Town – until further notice  Monterey – until further notice  Timber Ridge – will resume July 5 

Circleville – resuming May 24   Moorefield – resumed June14  Tinkling Spring – until further 

            notice 

Clear Brook – will resume June 14  Mossy Creek – at least thru June 14  Tomahawk – until further notice 

Collierstown – until further notice  Mt. Carmel – will resume May 31  Trinity – at least thru 2020 

Cooks Creek – thru July   Mt. Hope – will resume May 24  Tuscarora – thru May 31 

Covenant –until further notice  Mt. Horeb – at least June 27   Union – until further notice 

Craigsville – until further notice  Mt. Joy – thru March 22   Wardensville – until further notice 

Elk Branch – at least June 21   Mt. Olive – until further notice  Warrenton –until further notice 

Elkton – thru May 31   Mt. Storm – until further notice  Waynesboro First –until further 

            notice 

Fairfield – to be announced   New Monmouth – until further notice  Waynesboro Second – until further 

            notice 

Falling Waters – will resume May 31  New Providence – until further notice  Westminster – thru June 10 

Finley Memorial – thru July 12  Nineveh –     Williamsville – until further notice 

Franklin –until further notice   Olivet – will resume outside June 7  Winchester First – until further 

            notice 

Front Royal – until further notice  Opequon – until further notice  Woodstock – until further notice 

Gerrardstown – until further notice  Oxford – will resume June 21 outside  Zetta – resumed June 21 

Glen Kirk – March 15   Petersburg – until further notice  

Update Your Church Closings and Re-convening Dates 
As of July 2, the list below is what we have on the website. S you send in the information, we update it.  

Please check the list and send any updates to shenpres@shenpres.org. Thank you!  

mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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Outdoor Services at Oxford 
  

In 1982 Oxford Church purchased 5 acres adjacent to the current church property for use as additional cemetery 

land and perhaps a park. The land was cleared and fenced.  Over the years the cemetery part of the purchased land 

has been maintained but the park area grew up and became covered with brush and vines.   
  

During the shutdown this year, Jimmy Knick took it upon himself to clear the neglected area.  Four picnic tables have 

been purchased through donations and the area is accessible by vehicle.  It is now a lovely area that Oxford aspires to 

maintain and use! 
  

As discussions began concerning the reopening of Oxford for worship, the use of the park area for outdoor service 

became a reality!  On June 28, 2020 Oxford held a brief outdoor service in the park. Oxford plans to continue the 

Sunday morning outdoor services until the time is appropriate to again hold indoor services.  
  

Please join us!   11:00 AM on Sunday mornings. 

Follow the posted signs for driving directions, bring your own chair and maintain distancing. If the weather is 

questionable there will not be a service as this area is low lying and becomes soggy very quickly.  

Click on the photo to the left to view the 

Heifer International Newsletter June 2020 

file://shenpres-server/data/users/Communications Administrator/Newsletters/2020/Heifer International newsletter June 2020.pdf
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Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study 

Into the Light:  Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament 

Saturday, Sept 19, 10-11 am  through Zoom & recorded 
 

The 2020–2021 PW/Horizons Bible study, Into the Light: Finding Hope 
through Prayers of Lament, art and text by Lynn Miller and Suggestions for 

Leaders by Dee Koza, revives lament as a proper theological response to 
the difficult situations of our world. 

 
One of the foundational points of the study is that, in scripture, lament 
usually leads to hope. After crying out to God, the one who laments 
remembers God. And while that doesn’t fix things in the moment—the 
injustice, the loss, the wrong still exist—the one who laments is 

strengthened to face the world and to hope. 
 

When we lament, we move from suffering to faith. In our faith there is hope. We lament in order to hope. 
Recovering lament may be one of the church’s most timely gifts to the world. Explore lament with PW! 
 
This workshop will be held on Zoom, and recorded for those who cannot attend at that time.  It will be 
led by Rev. Nancy Meehan Yao, Associate General Presbyter.  I hope you can join us!  We will work 

through all 9 chapters, in order to prepare Circle leaders and participants to study this with their 

congregations and circles.  
 
To register, please email the Presbytery at Shenpres@shenpres.org 

WA N T  T H E  M A S S A N E T TA   

N E T TA  C A M P  DAY   

E X P E R I E NC E  AT  H O M E ?   

H E R E ’ S  YO U R  C H A NC E !   

W E  A R E  O F F E R I N G   

C A M P  I N A  B O X !  

 
https://massanettasprings.org/camp-in-a-box   

mailto:Shenpres@shenpres.org
https://massanettasprings.org/camp-in-a-box


1111 North Main Street 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-433-2556 
Fax: 540-433-6830 

E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

 

ShenPres.org 

Dates to Remember! 

July 2020 

  6 - Office Closed for Independence Day 

14 - MRMC 12:00 pm 

14 - CNCD 3:30 pm 

16 - CRM 9:30 am 

23 - CER 2:00 pm 

28 - CPC 10:00 am 

 

Other Dates 

Wednesdays in July at 10:00 am  

 Matthew 25 Bible Study  

Thursdays at 12:00 pm  

 Pastors’ Meeting 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all committee meetings  

 are through Zoom Meetings. 

 

 

August 2020 

  1 - CMO 9:30 am 

  3 - CCVT 1:00 pm 

  4 - CPT 10:00 am 

  6 - Practice Meeting of Presbytery 10:00 am 

11 - Staff Meeting 9:30 am 

11 - MRMC 12:00 pm 

11 - CNCD 3:30 pm 

12 - CPM 10:00 am 

13 - CRM 9:30 am 

18 - CRE Oversight 4:00 pm 

19 - Shen Press Deadline 12:00 pm 

19 - Nominations 2:00 pm 

20 - CER 10:00 am 

20 - CPA 1:30 am 

22 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery 10:00 am 

 


