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The Moderators View 
 
We have missed the Spring Gathering, where we 
install new officers and fellowship with the many 
Presbyterian women of the Shenandoah.  Also 
the May 2, meeting.  I know in the scheme of 
things these are minor disappointments and we 
will appreciate the back to “normal” when it  
occurs. 
 
I have been mostly staying at home and only  
going to grocery store or pharmacy.  And even 
though I am a home body it is getting “OLD”  I 
had an idea to practice random acts of kindness 
and spread cheer and that has taken me out but 
only to leave small gifts along with a note at the 
front door and not have contact with the person.   
I continue to work one day a week as where I 
work, we rent Penske Trucks and they are con-
sidered essential.  I do have a little contact with 
people but I sanitize and wear a mask.  As do 
most of the renters I will make inquiries as to a 
Zoom meeting for August if it should turn out that 
we will need to find a place to meet or you ladies 
would prefer not to travel until it is safe to do so.   
Please give me your thoughts and suggestions. 
Most important is to keep all safe. 
 

  O give thanks to the LORD for (GOD) is good; 
for (GOD’s) steadfast love endures forever   
Psalm 107:1 
 

In Christ’s Service 
Darlene Mason, Moderator 

 

 

 

 

MARY LOU COX SHARES 
 

Think I value most the ways this quiet time has 
allowed more communication with loved ones. 
Just one example:  my younger brother and his 
wife, whom we seldom see, called recently, and 
we talked together for 2 1/2 hours!  What a  
blessing!  Reaching out to those we care about is 
such a gift. 
 
Also, the glorious birds light up each day!   
 
Love and Blessings, 
Mary Lou 
 
P.S.:  sending a bird photo from our yard 
ROSE BREASTED GROSBEAK  
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MOSSY CREEK SHARES 
 

We at Mossy Creek have been fortunate to have 
our minister, Jamie Smith, do devotionals twice 
daily since the shut down the middle of March. 
He also has done a Sunday service via facebook.  
 
On the National Day of Prayer the North River 
Ministerial Association did a video on YouTube 
with some of the ministers from the various 
churches having a prayer for our country, our 
churches, our government, our families, our  
coronavirus responders, for education, and for 
businesses. The NRMA is a ministerial  
association located in the North River area of  
Augusta County. NRMA consists of 14 churches 
from the area. NRMA is a faith based association 
which serves through mission and other pro-
grams. Those churches comprising the NRMA 
include: Briery Branch COB, Elk Run COB,  
Emmanual COB, Mossy Creek Presbyterian, 
Moscow COB, Mt. Olivet UBC, Mt. Zion UMC, 
Parnassus UMC, Sangerville COB, Sangerville 
UMC, Spring Hill Presbyterian, St. Paul Lutheran, 
Union Presbyterian and Zetta Presbyterian The 
daily videos that Jamie has done have been well 
received as well as the Sunday sermons. We are 
fortunate to have Jamie as our leader during 
these stressful times......He has included prayer 
concerns, a newsletter to keep us informed about 
events planned and items needed for our local 
food bank.....we are doing our best to stay  
positive and healthy and hope that each of our  
members have remained safe during this stay at 
home time........things may never be the same 
once this is over but we have truly been blessed 
to have Jamie keep us thinking positive and we 
know that God is in control… 
 
Pat Wichael,  
Mission Coordinator for Central Valley and  
member of Mossy Creek Presbyterian.   
 
 

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR  
AT THRID PRESBYTERIAN 
STAUNTON 
 

Pastor Jacob is doing a sermon over Facebook 
each week and also sending out the text via mail 
for those that do not have computer. 
 

Most continue to send their offering to the 
church, as we all know the bills continue.  The 
mission of food for the Valley Mission also contin-
ues.  We are able to leave the food at door and 
the Secretary, who works Mondays and Thurs-
days puts into the barrel for delivery.   Looking 
forward to socializing and being in church  
  
SHARED BY: Darlene Mason 
 
 

COLLIERSTOWN CONTINUES 
MINISTRY AMID COVID-19 
 
The Collierstown Presbyterian Church and its 
members have continued their 
ministry amid the challenges of the COVID-19 
virus, government shut downs, the call for  
sheltering in place, and now social distancing. 
CPC has embraced a variety of ministry  
opportunities to operate through virtual platforms 
and alternate means of communication. 
 
By March 22 nd worship services were being  
recorded and were accessible on YouTube and 
the church’s Facebook page. The observance of 
the sacrament of Communion was done as a 
church family with the elements being prepared 
prior to the service by members at home. 
 
The Collierstown “communion bread” recipe was 
even shared so members could make the  
element they were accustomed to using. Music 
director, Kelly Harris, an accomplished puppeteer 
and ventriloquist made her canine puppet, Dee-
oh-Gee, a regular participant in the children’s 
time of discovery during each worship hour. Dee-
oh-Gee has made weekly promotional videos 
that have been posted on the CPC Facebook 
page inviting the young and old to join him for the 
next Sunday’s service. A special Sunrise service 
was recorded at daybreak on top of Cemetery 
Hill behind the church and posted for the  
congregation to celebrate together on Easter 
Sunday. On Sunday, May 17 the church’s  
graduates were honored with a description of 
their achievements from those in pre-school to 
those earning degrees from colleges and  
universities. On Sunday, May 24 the recognition 
of those United States Armed Service Veterans 
buried in the church’s cemetery were honored 
with the reading of their names during the  
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worship hour in lieu of the church’s traditional 
Memorial Day service on Cemetery Hill. Special 
music requests and musicians have been a part 
of every worship service and have also been 
posted on the CPC Facebook page for all to  
worship with. The church building is currently 
closed for worship and other activities. 
 
The Session is exploring other worship  
opportunities such as a “drive-in worship”  
service.  All services will continue to be recorded 
for those sheltering at home. 
 
The Collierstown congregation has continued to 
study and discuss God’s Word by 
using ZOOM to participate in a weekly  
Wednesday night study of the book of Philippians 
led by Rev. Kevin Channell. The two  
Presbyterian Women Circles concluded their 
study of Eugenia Gamble’s “Love Carved in 
Stone” by joining together using a YouTube video 
made by Rosalea Potter for lesson 8 and a 
ZOOM session for Lesson 9 facilitated by Debbie 
McCormick and Rosalea Potter. Activities and 
instructional materials for children and youth 
have been prepared and delivered or mailed to 
the homes of their families. The PW’s Night  
Circle purchased and delivered the The Easter 
Egg Story book and Wooden Nesting Eggs for 
use by families with the youngest children in  
observing each day of Easter week from Palm 
Sunday until Resurrection Sunday. 
 
The centerpiece of the Collierstown ministry has 
been caring for and communicating with  
members of the congregation. A monthly  
newsletter, mid-week emails containing prayer 
requests, needs, and announcements, an active 
prayer chain, and card ministries by the two PW 
Circles and the Witness and Congregational 
Care committee have kept the church family  
connected. Members have volunteered to  
purchase and deliver groceries, medications, and 
other needs to elderly members or to those  
unable to secure them. Members have delivered 
and left home baked goods, fresh garden  
produce, flowers, and other kindnesses on the 
doorstep or porches of those unable to leave 
home. 
 
Worship service bulletins with announcements 
and printed music have been emailed prior to 
worship services. Inspirational messages and  

encouragement have also been posted on the 
Church Facebook page. The Presbyterian  
Women have continued the custom of providing 
a meal and other food items for families who 
have lost a loved one during this time. Elder and 
life coach Roger Lees offered members  
Mindfulness Meditation ZOOM sessions for  
dealing with the stress some were experiencing. 
 
During the COVID-19 crisis the Collierstown 
Church family has discovered from 
this experience that a church is definitely not a 
building but a body of believers made of 
many individuals who continue to grow, com-
municate, fellowship, and love one another 
while striving to bring others to Christ. As stated 
in the Shorter Catechism “Our chief end is to  
glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever!” 
 
Submitted by: Debbie McCormick, PW Communi-
cations Coordinator 
 
 

NEWS FROM MASSANUTTEN 
PRESBYTERIAN 

 

Massanutten Presbyterian Church has continued 
to be a vital and energetic presence in the midst 
of the coronavirus pandemic. While the church 
building has not been open for worship or  
meetings since the middle of March, there is still 
lots happening. Sunday worship services are 
online under the leadership of Ann Pettit, with 
many youth and adults participating in a variety 
of ways. A Wednesday Devotional is offered  
mid-week, also online. Projects underway include 
the following: 
 
An opportunity for the congregation to recognize 
June graduates with cards 
and notes. 
 
A number of people have been making masks to 
offer to the community – filling a great need. 
 
The Massanutten Food Pantry has continued to 
serve the community, greatly needed at this time. 
 
The congregation has continued to share contri-
butions to Open Doors and Blessings in a Bag. 

                 
SHARED BY CAROL LOWN 
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NEWS FROM BUNKER HILL  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
Bunker Hill Presbyterian Church in the eastern 
panhandle of WV has been promoting safety and 
loving your neighbor in the midst of the  
pandemic.  With its proximity to I-81 and close 
neighboring states of VA and MD, Berkeley 
County has the highest positive cases of COVID-
19 in the state and the eastern panhandle is  
considered a hotspot at least within the state.   
Restrictions have loosened a little, but facemasks 
in public are encouraged as cases continue to 
climb. 
 
Services have been available on the church  
facebook page each Sunday and also emailed in 
print, as well as a Wednesday message from 
Pastor Ron each week.  A book club group has 
been going on the past couple of weeks to keep 
those participating engaged with each other and 
a sort of quasi Sunday School class on the Mr. 
Rogers book currently out. The Horizons bible 
study DVD copy has been making its rounds via 
delivery or mail to supplement reading and 
watching of the study by those on their own. 
Tuesday evenings offers an opportunity to  
fellowship with one another via zoom and we've 
even played some games with each other that 
way.  Celebrations have been communicated 
with "drive by" visits for graduation and birthdays.  
Card sending and check in calls with members 
has been ongoing among the congregation and 
recognition of graduates on social media and  
direct send have occurred and been different this 
year. The Annual Scholarship Yard Sale and  
Silent Auction will probably turn into a fall yard 
sale and maybe an online silent auction with  
definite modification.  The Session has been ever 
mindful of the health, safety and spiritual  
wellbeing of our church family and the  
community, and continues to plan no in person 
services in the sanctuary definitely through May 
and possibly trying zoom (with the ability to call in 
for those not electronically able) or outside  
service in the church parking area/yard going into 
June and July.  The Session has been  
communicating with the congregation in gauging 
what members would do or attend when made 
available.  All of these "different" things are ok 
and necessary and has each of us adapting to 
new ways of worshiping and considering how we 

take the opportunity to assemble together for 
worship actually for granted.  We are so blessed 
to have so many coronavirus helpers!  The 
church sign outfront has been promoting hopeful 
upbeat encouraging messages, and our latest 
reads (in following Mr. Rogers when he talks 
about bad things happening and how his Mother 
said to always, "look for the helpers" in any given 
event: Help the helpers, pray for them, lessen the 
spread, love your neighbor.   
 
Peace and safety be with you,  
Vickana Norton 
 
 

HAPPENINGS AT SECOND  
PRESBYTERIAN STAUNTON 

 
At Second Presbyterian in Staunton, we have 
been privileged to stay connected through our 
weekly live streamed Sunday worship services.  
Our pastor, Evan Smith, has done an excellent 
job of researching and developing online services 
which can be viewed either on Facebook or 
YouTube.  He also started a daily devotional for 
the Lenten season, and it was so well received 
that he has continued this daily devotional and 
intends to continue indefinitely.  He also provides 
a Wednesday evening mid-week abbreviated 
worship opportunity.  Our PW continue to support 
community programs such as our Meals on 
Wheels program.  The Session is meeting by 
Zoom meeting and we continue to prepare and 
electronically distribute our monthly newsletter.  
All in all, we are blessed to be well and well-
connected as a congregation! 
 
SHARED BY PAM SNYDER 

 

Next Sunrise will be published 

August 1,2020.   

Have a great summer 

and stay safe. 

Pat & Rich 

 


