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The Moderators View 
 
As I prepare for the last meeting of my 2 year 
tenure, I am wondering where the time has 
gone.  I clearly remember conducting the first 
meeting in May of 2019 and turning to Connie 
and saying, well 1 down and 7 more to go. 
 
We have accomplished quite a lot but feel there 
is more we can do.  There is so much hunger in 
the world, that when I read of the enormous dol-
lars being spent on the political scene, it seems 
we have our priorities in the wrong place.  I vol-
unteer at the Trinity Church week day lunch pro-
gram and see when the clients come back sec-
ond and third times for additional helpings I won-
der if that is the only meal they have for the day. 
 
I have enjoyed my time and appreciate all the 
help and overlooking the many errors I commit-
ted. 
 
I continue to visit and appreciate the warm wel-
come that I receive. 
It has been a trying and stressful year for me per-
sonally and with God’s hand in mine it will be 
what ever He leads me to. 
 
Let your light shine so that others may follow and 
not stumble. 
 
In Christ’s Service 
Darlene Mason Moderator 
 
 

NEWS FROM BEULAH 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
At Beulah, we have been busy hosting and feed-
ing, with rich fellowship, in December:  
  
First, the Highland Community Choir sang their 
first concert of this season at Beulah, December 
6th, followed by a reception provided by our 
members for our community friends and 
neighbors.   
  
At our circle meeting on the 9th, we packed food 
baskets to be given jointly by the PW and the Mill 
Gap Ruritan Club, laughing as we worked. 
   
The 22nd was Beulah’s “Christmas Eve” service, 
with special music, lessons and carols, followed 
by refreshments and fellowship, of course. 
 
Every fifth Sunday (December 29th this quarter), 
we have a joint hymn sing with Monterey, which 
Beulah hosted.  We sang lots of favorite hymns 
and carols, treasuring the duets of Beulah’s 
amazing pianist and organist, as well as the mu-
sical talents of our pastor, Rick Hill.  Afterwards, 
we enjoyed wonderful fellowship with a pot luck 
dinner. 
 
I think we are about cooked out for a while 
now! :)  But we never tired of being together with 
our church family! 
 
                   Shared by Mary Lou Cox 
 

Presbyterian Woman Shenandoah            February 2020 

Darlene Mason, Moderator http://shenpres.org/presbyterian-women/     Pat Armstrong, Editor 

 

Summer Gathering June 11-14, 2020 
More details later. 

http://shenpres.org/presbyterian-women/
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Presbyterian Women of Shenandoah Presbytery 
Presents 

 

The Annual Spring Gathering 

 
Saturday April 4, 2020 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“Go Out With Joy and Be Led Forth With Peace” 
 

Isaiah 55:12: “For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace; 

the mountains and the hills shall break before you into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands.” 

 

Massanetta Springs Conference Center 

Harrisonburg, VA 

More information and registration available later 
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MT OLIVE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH SHARES  

GREETINGS FROM MT OLIVE  
 
IT HAS BEEN A WHILE SINCE YOU HAVE 
HEARD FROM ME. 
 
WE HAD A NICE THANKSGIVING DINNER AT 
CHURCH.  THE YOUTH DID THE CHRISTMAS 
STORY AND DID A GREAT JOB ON IT.  THEY 
ALSO DID A GREAT JOY RINGING THE 
CHRISTMAS BELLS. 
 
STACY IS STILL DOING BIBLE STUDY ON 
WED. NIGHTS WITH ATTENDANCE OF 18-20 
PEOPLE. 
 
WE ARE JUST ABOUT READY TO PUT IN OUR 
ELEVATOR AND ARE LOOKING FORWARD 
TO IT. 
 
OUR CANDLELIGHT SERVICE WAS HELD ON 
DEC. 22 WITH ABOUT 80 PEOPLE IN ATTEN-
DANCE. 
 
ANOTHER BAPTISM IS COMING UP SOON—
GOD IS REALLY WORKING IN PEOPLE’S 
HEARTS.  STACY REMINDS PEOPLE HOW IM-
PORTANT IT IS TO ACCEPT JESUS. 
 
JULY HAS BEEN SO BUSY AS MY SISTER 
MOVED IN WITH US—ALSO HER 2 DAUGH-
TERS AND OLDEST ONE, ANDRA MICK, HAS 
HEALTH CONCERNS.  PLEASE PRAY FOR 
HER. 
 
WE FED THE ROCKINGHAM MALE CHOIR ON 
THE FIRST TUESDAY OF DECEMBER. 
 
SHARED BY SARAH LANGE, MODERATOR. 
 
 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT 
MASSANUTTEN PRESBYTERIAN 

 
Faith Village News - January  

Faith Village is a Rotation Sunday School for chil-
dren K-5th Grade.  
 

Lessons are designed to engage children in dif-
ferent ways.  
 
Music, Drama, Art, Cooking, Games, Storytelling 
and other hands-on activities help our young peo-
ple learn about and find themselves in God's 
great story.  
 
Our January Rotation begins next Sunday, 
January 12 and will introduce children to the 
Book of Proverbs. The Book of Proverbs can be 
described as a lot of short little stories that tell us 
about being the people of God faithfully and living 
well in community together.  
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Prime Timers Lunch Fellowship  
Prime Timers will meet this Tuesday at 12:00 pm 
in the Blue Ridge Room at the Highlands at  
Sunnyside. Prime Timers is a lunch fellowship  
gathering held on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  
 

 
 

SHARED BY PAT ARMSTRONG 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Looking Ahead towards Open Doors  
The Mission and Service Commission invites       

you to mark your calendar for  

February 17-23 and March 23-29.  

We will be hosting Open Doors at MPC both 
weeks.  
 
Sign-up sheets and other opportunities to take 
part will be available later this month.  
  
Open Doors is a Winter shelter hosted by      
different faith communities in Rockingham 
County and Harrisonburg each week. 
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News from Third 
Presbyterian Staunton 

 
November and December were quite busy.  The 
Ladies served lunch to Retired Teachers and to 
The DAR   They deliver Meals on Wheels on 
Wednesdays.  There was a Community Thanks-
giving Service.  Also, a Blue Christmas Service 
and A Potluck Christmas Dinner, along with 
Santa and his Elf.   Christmas Caroling. A Can-
dlelight Christmas Eve Service and Communion.  
 
These ladies do not let any grass grow under 
their feet.  Of course there are men that also 
help.    Kudos to all 
 
SHARED BY DARLENE MASON 
 

 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN  
STAUNTON 

 
As in all churches November and December are 
busy times of the church year. 
Mission Committee held  a Potato Bar as a fund 
raiser for Presbyterian Disaster Relief, raising 
over $1000.   
 
The Presbyterian Lifetime Award was presented 
to Pat Blackley. 
Martha Wilkerson, head of Marths's Meals on 
Wheels retired after 25 years of service and was 
honored by a luncheon at Depot Grill. 
The Bell choir  played special music for Thanks-
giving and again two times in Dec with the added 
chimes. 
 
The Friendship Circle held their Christmas dinner 
at the Pampered Pilate. 
A Candlelight Service and communion celebra-
tion was held on Christmas Eve. 
 
Submitted by  
Linda Lickliter 
 
 

 
 

More News From Second 
Presbyterian Staunton 

 
In December, Staunton Second members once 
again volunteered to ring the kettle bells for the 
Salvation Army.  We had a full Saturday that 
members volunteered to service throughout the 
day.  This has been an annual volunteer opportu-
nity that we have participated in for many 
years.  We currently have 2 members who serve 
on the Salvation Army Board for Staunton/
Augusta County. 
  
Also, we hosted a Christmas Family Night Dinner 
where we shared the Joy Gift information and en-
couraged support of that special offering.  Our 
fun-filled night included special music by some 
soloists, the Chancel Choir and the Heavenly 
Handbell Choir.  There was even a very special 
kazoo piece!   There was lots of good food and 
fellowship.  
  
Pam Snyder 
 
 

NEWS FROM COVENANT  
PRESBYTERIAN IN STAUNTON 

 
We have an active group of women here at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Staunton, 
VA.  In September, we had our annual Thank  
Offering Luncheon, in December our PW created 
40 baskets of Christmas greenery and berries to 
share with our shut-ins, and we are planning our 
Church World Service Blanket Sunday in Febru-
ary.  
  
The Mile of Pennies is a wonderful idea to sup-
port renovations to Massanetta.  In response to 
Darlene Mason’s request, the Covenant PW de-
cided to make a donation of $50 to help pay for 
the work needed there.  Hopefully all the new 
things will be in place when the coming season of 
events begin.  
 
Shared by Carolyn Hensley 
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COLLIERSTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL CHURCH DINNER A SUCCESS 

 
The Collierstown Presbyterian Church’s Annual Church Dinner held on Saturday, November 2, 2019 
is history but what a wonderful event it was!  Although sponsored by the Presbyterian Women, it re-
quired a total church effort with CPC men, women, youth, and children working together to invite oth-
ers in to enjoy the church family’s hospitality.  The goals of extending hospitality, serving others, and 
sharing the CPC fellowship were the centerpiece of all that was done in preparation and on the day 
itself.   
 
This year a total of 949 meals were served resulting in $8039.87 being made to support programs 
and ministries of the Presbyterian Women.  The Bazaar containing a variety of homemade crafts, 
baked goods, vegetables, homemade soups, and holiday items netted $2600 that was divided with 
$1300 being donated to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes of Rockbridge and the remaining $1300 
being given to the Jamie Martin Memorial Scholarship established in memory of a daughter of the 
church killed in a tragic automobile accident on October 17, 2018.  The Martin scholarship will be 
awarded to one of her classmates in the Rockbridge County High School Class of 2020. 

 
Mary Jarvis, Chairman of the Dinner Steering Team and past PW Moderator, said when interviewed 
about the event, “I never worried about whether the various aspects of the day would come together 
from purchasing the supplies needed, to preparing the buildings and grounds, cooking the food, se-
curing a work force, publicizing the event, gathering items to sell in the Bazaar, to cleaning up and 
putting it all away.  Each member had an important task that fit and functioned together resulting in a 
successful day that brought honor and glory to God.  It is always a humbling and an amazing experi-
ence to step back and see how God works through us when we seek Him together in all we say and 
do.”   
 
The essence of the day was captured by one PW member in the following essay entitled:  
  

THE ANNUAL CHURCH DINNER:  A REFLECTION 
 

The day was bright and somewhat crisp as autumn settled on the Collierstown Presbyterian Church 
and its community.  The activity level was busy but relaxed and warm.  Church family and friends 
laughed and worked together to serve others.  They offered an array of warm and tasty foods that 
were topped off with sweet slices of cake and pie and mugs of hot coffee.  The atmosphere was re-
laxed and happy even as shadows lengthened and day turned to night.  Many left with handmade 
treasures and home baked goods to enjoy as they remembered a day loaded with hospitality, good 
“eats,” and much kindness.  Tired legs and sore feet may have been the order of the day but were 
quickly forgotten with the satisfaction of a “Dinner Day” well done.  Furniture was moved back into 
place, spills were cleaned up, and food packaged away.  The warmth of the day along with the 
pleasant aroma of good food lingered on as the lights were turned off and the last door closed. 
The Church family and their friends returned to their homes taking the memories of the day with 
them.  The comraderie and fellowship they had shared covered them just like a comfortable family 
quilt.  As a handmade quilt with its layers lovingly stitched together, so had the day been.  It hadn’t 
been put together overnight but over a period of time that involved much labor over many hours. 
Now it offered warmth and comfort to all who had been involved in creating it.  Its backing was God 
himself who gave the day purpose.  On that backing had been placed the “batting” designed to give 
the quilt its warmth.  Comprised of food donations and hours of preparation were layers of prayers 
designed to help the quilt hold the air creating its warmth.  The final layer, the quilt top made of fabric 
pieces, reflected those who had been a part of the day’s experience.  The Holy Spirit had stitched 
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the layers together in a design that now conveyed God’s love to all.  The Annual Dinner Day’s goal 
of extending hospitality by showing love and concern for others had been met.  It bore witness to Je-
sus Christ and drew others to Him.     
 

Submitted by:  Debbie McCormick, PW Communications Coordinator 
 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AT MASSANUTTEN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
Beyond our regular and weekly programming, please be aware of these summer 2020 opportunities: 
 
June 18-21, 2020 (Thursday - Sunday) Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference This year’s 
theme: “In the Potter’s Hands” (Jeremiah 18:1-6) Youth will explore the power of grace in our lives 
through this metaphor from the prophet Jeremiah. They will learn that it’s ok to make mistakes-God 
uses them to shape and reshape us throughout our lives. This conference is for youth who have 
completed 5th - 8th grade by next summer. Contact Jenna Smith: mbcyaya@yahoo.com, to learn 
more. July 11-18, 2020 (plus travel days) 
 
Baja, Mexico Home Building Mission Trip A team has formed - but if you’re still interested - there’s 
room for a few more! Team meetings will begin in January. This trip is for youth who have completed 
8th - 12th, but is open to anyone in the congregation who would like to participate. Younger youth 
must be accompanied by a parent or appointed guardian. Contact Frank Gearing: fgear-
ing822@gmail.com, to learn more. 
 
MPC Children and Youth Coming up early in 2020 Sunday mornings… January 5 9:15 am Family 
Breakfast: children, youth and families January 12 - February 23 9:00 - 10:00 am Faith Village (K-5)  
 
Market Place Youth Sunday School (6-12) - Fellowship Hall 10:30 - 11:30 am Worship in the Sanc-
tuary Godly Play for ages 4 - 2nd grade February 2nd – 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring (gr: 5-12) February 23rd – 
 
Youth Sunday Sunday evenings… January 5th No evening programming January 12th 6:00 pm - 
Epiphany party with games & gift exchange (gr: 5-7 & 9-12) Informational session (Confirmation 
families and mentors; gr: 8) January 19th 6:00 pm – 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring/Hunger Education (gr: 5-12) Led by our Food Pantry Coordinators January 
26th 6:00 pm - Souper Bowl of Caring/Hunger follow-up and promotional planning for next Sunday’s 
collection (gr: 5-12) February 2nd Souper Bowl of Caring in the morning; no evening programming 
February 8th - 9th 
 
SPYCE (Shenandoah Presbytery) Ski Trip (gr: 6-12) February 9th 6:00 pm – 
 
Confirmands and Mentors (gr: 8) Middle School Activity (gr: 5-7) High School Youth Sunday Plan-
ning (gr: 9-12) February 16th 6:00 pm - High School Youth Sunday Planning (gr: 9-12) 
 
February 23rd MPC hosts Open Doors - no on-site evening programming 
 
Submitted by Pat Armstrong 

 


