
I have to say that I am glad that October is coming to a close for it has 

been one heck of a month!   

 

I was certified in Mental Health First Aide, an all-day workshop.  
Attended an anti-racism conference in Montreat with key-note speakers 
and workshops.  Traveled to Baltimore for the PC(USA) national 

meeting of mid-council folks with key-note speakers and workshops and 
then off to Princeton for a Women’s Conference that had key-note 

speakers and workshops!  My head is full of information!  

 

Where and when all that information will be used – well that’s yet to be 
determined because I don’t yet know the when and how.  That’s because 

some of it will be good for educational purposes in the presbytery and some of it is good for unexpected 
circumstances and some of it is good for general knowledge.   

 

What I believe is important is the opportunity to continually learn, to continually study and prepare.  
Our pastors are expected to take continuing education yearly for the opportunity to do this and I know 

some of the rest of you also must take education credits for your work as well.   

 
So, in this coming month I hope you will take some time and figure out what kind of Advent Study you 

want to begin the Sunday after Thanksgiving – don’t let it sneak up on you.  What devotional would be 
helpful in preparing for the coming of Jesus? How might you need to do Advent differently to make sure 

you can prepare the way of Lord in your life?   

 

Think about it between now and then and may everyone have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Count your blessings, for there are many! 
 

I give thanks for all of you, 
 

Bronwen 
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

I am writing this having just returned from the Mid-Council Leaders Gathering in Baltimore—site of 

General Assembly #224 next year in June! 
 

A lot of our conversations dealt with institutions and movements.  Institutions are good things, helping 

us to have libraries, schools, hospitals, and to “keep the trains running on time”.  Movements are 

organic, grow up from ideas and passions and committed people. There is always some overlap 

between institutions and movements.   
 

But we have heard, for quite awhile now, the young people are not joining the church.  And the 

reason they are not joining?  Nothing to do with worship bands or praise music or bad coffee.  When 

the church becomes an institution, more concerned with perpetuating itself and its own interest, than 

in the gospel, people stay away. 
 

On the other hand, a movement without some guiding principles and structures…becomes chaotic and inefficient.  There 

needs to be accountability and transparency, not just ad-hoc forever.  
 

As church, we need to ask ourselves how much of our work (meetings, time, energy, dollars) is focused on maintaining the 

system (which is US) and how much of it is about furthering the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 

In the gospel of Mark, Jesus and the disciples have been in the Temple.  Upon coming out, one of the disciples looks around 

in wonder and says “Look, Jesus!  These stones and buildings are so magnificent!”.  Jesus tells them “Do you see all these 

great buildings?  Not one stone will be left standing upon another; all will be thrown down.” (Mark 13)  Some people see 

this is a prophetic statement—that in not too long, the Romans will pull down the Temple.  But it is also a prophetic 

statement, because in Jesus’ death and resurrection, the Temple system will become unnecessary.  Obsolete.  
 

Are we obsolete?  Are we clinging on to institutions because they are comfortable, because they suit us, because they are, 

truthfully, magnificent?  What do Jesus’ words say to us today—what things do we need to throw down, dismantle, 

rearrange, in order to show God’s glory on this earth?  How do we move from being stuck in our institutions to living out 

the call God has placed before us?  

 

Blessings, 

Nancy 

with Paul Grier and Olanda Carr of the Presbyterian Foundation 
 

December 18 (Wednesday) at Falling Waters Presbyterian Church  
 

December 19 (Thursday) at Hermitage Presbyterian Church 
 

Time: 11:45-2 pm.  Lunch will be provided. 
 

We will be discussing the book Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger  

Save the Date! Small Church Forums 
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Advent Resources 

Advent begins Sunday, December 1.  How will your congregation prepare for the birth of the Messiah?  How will we prepare our 

hearts to make room for the Christ child?  Many congregations engage in Advent themed devotions and studies at this time.  Here 

are some resources, found in the  Mary Lou McMillin Resource Center.  If you would like to check out any of these resources 

listed below, you may check them out from the resource center (key is available from the Massanetta Springs Front Desk), or  

contact Nancy Meehan Yao, Associate General Presbyter by email assocgp@shenpres.org, or by phone: 433-2556, x 102 

 

God is in the Manger Reflections on Advent and Christmas   Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Forty daily devotions that guide and inspire readers as they move thematically through the weeks of Advent and Christmas, from 

waiting and mystery to redemption, incarnation, and joy.  

Good tidings of Great Joy : The Birth of Jesus the Messiah   William Barclay 

This book of readings, collected from The Daily Study Bible, offers Barclay's reflections on the event that changed human history: 

the birth of Christ. It encourages readers to hear anew the echoes of prophecy and the praise of angels; to cultivate within their 

own lives the desire to love and worship the baby in the manger. 

In Search of Christmas: a collection of Congregational Resources  Elizabeth Morris-Pierce  

This anthology of holiday material provides you with a complete collection of resources for drama, worship, and young people. It 

includes a wide range of resources from across the denominational spectrum. 

Living with Hope: A Scientist Looks at Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany  John Polkinghorne  

Scientist John Polkinghorne connects the perspectives of science and religion in honest and thoughtful reflections for Advent, 

Christmas, and Epiphany. Giving new meaning to the penitence of Advent and the hope of the Christian faith, he considers God's 

ultimate purposes along with scientific knowledge of the fate of the universe. Complete with Scriptural references and prayers, 

Living With Hope encourages Christians to think about the beginning and end of the world and to come to discover what it means 

to truly affirm God's purpose in creation. 

Meditations for Advent & Christmas       James G. Kirk 

Kirk provides meditations to help Christians celebrate Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. After a synopsis of the recommended 

Bible passage, there is a reflection, written in understandable language with real-life examples, which provide insight and direction 

for making the day more meaningful. A closing prayer follows. Based on Scripture readings from the lectionary, these meditations 

can be read by individuals or used with a group. 

Preparing for the Messiah Ideas for Teaching / Celebrating Advent         Williams & Griggs  

Preparing for the Messiah is a thoughtful, well-organized workbook for church school teachers. It shows teachers how they can 

better prepare their students for "the coming of the Messiah" - i.e., Advent. By participating in the numerous activities outlined 

here, students will have a deeper awareness of the rich meanings behind the Advent season 

Rise Up, Shepherd!         Luke A. Powery 

In these devotions for the season of Advent, Luke Powery leads the reader through the music and words of spirituals as they 

confront the mystery of incarnation and redemption. In Rise Up, Shepherd! each devotion features the lyrics of the spiritual, a 

reflection on the spiritual’s meaning, a Scripture verse, and a brief prayer. 

Simply Wait: Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent           Pamela C. Hawkins 

For the four weeks of Advent, participants focus on a graceful, grace-filled single word and simple prayer. Readings for each week 

offer creative reflections rooted in scripture and engaging questions that stimulate anticipation of a meaningful Christmas season. 

The Uncluttered Heart: Making Room for God During Advent and Christmas          Beth A. Richardson  

The Uncluttered Heart offers four weeks of guided reflection through the weeks of Advent on through Epiphany. Each day 

provides a quotation,  scripture passage, reflection, and  prayer. This book includes a study guide for groups. 

Things to Make and Do for Advent & Christmas          Martha Bettis Gee 

This resource invites children to discover  through activities the joy and meaning of the story of the World Made Flesh. 

While We Wait:  Living the Questions of Advent                 Mary Lou Redding 

Designed as a complete Advent study, this book offers readers or groups  unique perspectives on the events of Christmas,  

complete plans for small-group sessions , a fifth session for the week of Epiphany ,  daily scripture reading and reflection questions, 

and  an introduction to the spiritual discipline of breath prayer 

Yards of Purple: Stories for Advent      Sarah M. Foulger 

In Yards of Purple, Sarah Foulger blends the unfolding truth of everyday experiences with the ancient wisdom of the Scriptures to 

take readers on a series of memorable real-life adventures. This remarkable collection of heartfelt and imaginative stories is perfect 

for sharing aloud with persons of all ages. Questions are included to encourage reflection and discussion. 

mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
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Historic Moment Achieved 
 

Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church is delighted to welcome the Reverend Gusti Linnea Newquist as the new pastor of our 

congregation.  Her arrival marks an historic moment for this community, as she will be the first woman to lead SPC in 276 years 

of ministry. 
 

Rev. Newquist has served as pastor in Presbyterian congregations in the Southwest and the Northeast for the last nine years, 

most recently at First United Presbyterian Church in Troy, NY. She also worked for eight years with the National Network of 

Presbyterian College Women, General Assembly Staff, PC(USA). Rev. Newquist was a Regional Coordinator for More Light 

Presbyterians, actively supporting the LGBTQ community on a local, as well as national, level.   
 

Rev. Newquist has a Master of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School and a BA from Marshall University in West Virginia. While 

at Marshall University she was the Assistant Campus Minister of the Presbyterian Campus Ministry. 
 

“We are thrilled to welcome Pastor Gusti to SPC,” stated Ethel Hornbeck, Director of Spiritual Formation and Campus Ministry. 

“She brings strong skills in strategic visioning, spiritual formation, adaptive change, teaching Bible, bridge-building, healing and 

deep listening. She is also a gifted poet, preacher and teacher with a deep commitment to social action, and a lovely human being. 

We are very excited to see how the Spirit will challenge us in and through her leadership.”  
 

Reverend Newquist and her husband Christopher have recently moved to the area with their dog Aria.  Her first Sunday will be 

October 27. Worship is at 8:30 and 11, with a welcome reception after each service.  All are welcome! 
 

Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church Welcomes New Pastor 

PC(USA) Ordination Exams Readers Needed: Shenandoah Presbytery is responsible for evaluating exams the week of May 

4-8, 2020. Adequate preparation materials are provided and travel is NOT necessary. We are still in need of  2 RULING 

elder(s), and 1 alternate reader (teaching or ruling). 

Please contact CPM Chair, Rev. Kate Rascoe: katerascoe@yahoo.com BEFORE November 15. 

Ordination Exams Readers Needed 

Monterey Church Needs Candle Holders 

Monterey Presbyterian Church would like to put candles in the sanctuary for worship. They are in need of two candle 

holders.  If there are any churches in the Presbytery that might have some which they are not using and might be willing to 

donate, please contact Rick Hill, pastor, at rickhill@ricksfolk.com. Thank you! 

Calling College Students! Would you like to go to the Montreat College Conference with UKIRK? The dates are January 2-5, and 

we'd love to have you join us if you don't have your own campus ministry group. Please talk to Stephanie Sorge (540-434-9556 

or 540-434-9556 stephanie@trinitypresbyterianharrisonburg.org) with any questions or to sign up. We have a good group going 

from JMU, and we've got room for a few more. https://montreat.org/events/ccm-2020 

Calling College Students! 

November 3 at 2:00 am 

mailto:katerascoe@yahoo.com
mailto:rickhill@ricksfolk.com
mailto:stephanie@trinitypresbyterianharrisonburg.org
https://montreat.org/events/ccm-2020
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Autumn in Collierstown marks the beginning of much activity at the Collierstown Presbyterian Church as its members 

and friends prepare for the “Annual Church Dinner.”  This yearly event first began in 1925 continues to be a special time for the 

CPC family as it welcomes the community and area residents to come and enjoy a hot meal and the fellowship offered by the 

church’s members and friends. 

This year’s Annual Church Dinner is Saturday, November 2.  The centerpiece of the day will be the fried oyster, 

country ham, and turkey dinners with all the trimmings that will be prepared in the church’s kitchen and served to patrons in the 

Fellowship Hall from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  Meals will also include sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, and greens beans along 

with hot turkey gravy, coleslaw, applesauce, pickles, homemade bread, and beverages.  For dessert an assortment of homemade 

cakes and slices of pumpkin pie are available.  The same meals will be available as take out dinners for those that cannot come to 

the church to dine.  A team of people will be assembling and packaging meals for pick up.  Takeout meals may be ordered by 

calling the church’s phone number (540-463-5918) with dinners being ready for pick up starting at 11:30 a.m.   The proceeds 

from the sale of meals on “Dinner Day” will be used to fund a number of local and international ministries. 

A Bazaar containing a variety of homemade crafts, baked goods, vegetables, apples, homemade soups, and holiday items 

for sale will be located in the “red building” on the church grounds with proceeds being donated to the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes of Rockbridge and to the Jamie Martin Memorial Scholarship Fund. Jamie, a daughter and member of the Collierstown 

Presbyterian Church family, died in a tragic automobile accident on October 17, 2018.  A memorial scholarship has been 

established in her memory and will be awarded to one of her classmates in the Rockbridge County High School Class of 2020.   

The Annual Church Dinner is sponsored by the Presbyterian Women but is a total church effort with CPC men, 

women, youth, and children working together to invite others in to enjoy its hospitality.  Hospitality is a Biblical command whose 

purpose is to minister to those around us – both believers and unbelievers.  It is the foundation of the Annual Dinner that began 

with a dream held by three Presbyterian Women in 1924.  Their work and planning became a reality with the first Annual Dinner 

being held on November 5 and 6, 1925.  We have kept their dream alive by continuing this event.  It is one way we can show 

love, care, and concern for others in everything we do on this special day and in the way we do it.  It is our experience at 

Collierstown Presbyterian Church that as we offer hospitality to our guests and each 

other on “Dinner Day,” we are the ones that are richly blessed.  We invite all to join with 

us on November 2 and share in that blessing too 
 

Collierstown Church Prepares for Its Annual Dinner 

Healthy Pastors, Healthy Congregations (HPHC), and the Minister Educational Debt Assistance 

(MEDA)  

providing finance and benefits education for clergy and congregations, and grants for clergy. 

Schedule seminars in your area with your Church Consultant, Martha Reisner. 

Annual Enrollment 

Annual Enrollment for employees eligible for Board benefits:  October 28 - November 15. 

Technical questions?  Call Employer Services, 800-773-7752 (800-PRESPLAN), 8:30 am – 7:00 pm, M-F.   

Questions about options and details?  Check out pensions.org or contact your Church Consultant, Martha 

Reisner 

Call to Health deadline – November 15!  

 Earn lower deductibles and gift cards; learn strategies for health and wholeness! 

Toolkits 

communication aids for churches with their staff, 

for Annual Enrollment, Call to Health, Retirement Savings Plan, Employee Assistance Program and more  

The Board of Pensions website, pensions.org, contains detailed program information and links to your 

Benefits Connect account, vendor sites, and forms and applications. 

Martha Reisner is your Church Consultant for most of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic, plus presbyteries of 

Donegal and Philadelphia:  call 215-587-7049 or email mreisner@pensions.org. 

file:///C:/Users/ReisnerM/Documents/Admin%20-%20Laptop/Expense%20Report%20M%20Reisner%209%2019%202019.xlsx
http://www.pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/give-and-receive/assistance-program/minister-educational-debt-assistance-grants
http://www.pensions.org/
http://www.pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/call-to-health/answering-the-call
http://www.pensions.org/what-we-offer/employer-guidance/toolkits
http://www.pensions.org
mailto:mreisner@pensions.org
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WHO’S THAT? — Candidate Kelley Connelly 

The Committee for Preparation for Ministry (CPM) has the joyful responsibility of getting to 

know, support and examine inquirers and candidates for ordained ministry. From time to time 

we  like to present some brief “get-to-know-you” interviews of our inquirers and candidates in 

the newsletter so that you can become better acquainted with them, remember them, and even 

remember to pray for them. With that in mind, get to know Kelley Connelly! 
 

Where are you from? Where are you now living? 

I am Virginia girl through and through. I am originally from Winchester, Virginia. The blue ridge 

mountains are my first love. I am your typical middle child and fully trust that being the 3rd out 

of 4 kids will serve me well in ministry 
 

What’s your favorite food? 

I am a passionate vegetarian and love all fresh, local vegetables and could eat Thai food every day of the week. 
 

What’s your favorite Bible verse, or your “life verse,” and why? 

My favorite bible verse is Micah 6:8:  

 “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

     and what does the Lord require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

     and to walk humbly with your God?” (NRSV).  

This verse both speaks to my theological beliefs and echoes God’s abundant and evident liberation.  
 

What are you currently up to? 

I am currently in my final year of seminary at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond. I have loved living in Richmond the last 

two years and look forward to enjoying what the city has to offer in my last few months here.  
 

Where do you sense Christ directing you by his Spirit into the future? 

At this time I feel called to pursue a residency in a Clinical Pastoral Education program. I hope to continue to build essential 

pastoral care skills for ministry so I can better serve the Kin-dom.  

Bucket Brigade Continues at November Presbytery Meeting 
CWS and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) always have need for more cleanup buckets, hygiene 

kits and school kits.  The tropical storms and hurricane flooding is well underway and the CWS 

warehouses need to be replenished. All of the specifics including the inventory lists can be found at: 

http://cwskits.org 
  

Please bring your assembled kits to the next meeting of Presbytery on November 19 at 

Opequon Presbyterian Church in Winchester, Virginia.  There will be volunteers on hand to assist 

you as needed.  You can contact DPRT member, Carolyn Thalman, if you need more information 

(cjthalman@comcast.net, 540-336-1126). 
 

Thank you for being part of this vital ministry to help those in need near and far.   

Fourteen boxes of used biblical and theological books from folks in Shenandoah 

Presbytery were taken to the Union Presbyterian Seminary Library. These books 

will be checked for use in the Seminary Library, then offered to students, and then 

distributed among other seminary libraries around the world.  

Thank you to those who contributed! 

Thank you to Andy Sale who delivered the books! 

Books Go to Union Seminary 

http://cwskits.org
mailto:cjthalman@comcast.net
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What Time is Worship? 

Who is Your KCC? 

 

The Shenandoah Presbytery is updating our website. We want to confirm 

our information is correct before we do that.  
 

Please send the following information to Donna Lanaghan at 
shenpres@shenpres.org. Thank you so much! 

 

 

Church Name 

Church Address 

Church Phone Number 
Church Office email address 

Church Website (if applicable) 

Pastor Name 

Pastor email address 
Pastor Phone Number 

 

Key Church Communicator (KCC) Name 

KCC email address 
 

Mossy Creek is First Church to Respond to Askings 
Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church was the first church to respond to the 2020 askings. The Committee on Presbytery 

Administration wants to thank you, Mossy Creek Church! 
  

All churches are asked to please return their forms to the Presbytery Office by December 16, 2019. 
  

Thank You for your continued support of Our Presbyteries Mission and Ministry. 

Church Newsletters Wanted 

If your church has a newsletter, send it to us. 

We want to hear your news! Please add the 

Presbytery to your mailing list.  
  

If you have a digital version, send it to: 

shenpres@shenpres.org or if you only have a 

paper version send it to: 1111 N. Main Street, 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802.  

mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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Mt. Olive Church Events 

Nov 2 Pot Pie 

Nov 8 Tenderloin dinner 

The 8th annual HANDMADE IN HIGHLAND Marketplace will be 

held Friday evening, November 8 from 4:30 – 6:30 and Saturday, 

November 9 from 10:00 – 3:00, at Monterey Presbyterian Church 

in Monterey VA. 
 

This is a fundraising event for the church that includes quality art 

and craft vendors, a silent auction and food sales.  Proceeds will go 

to help retire the debt on the new church pavilion.  
 

The church is located on Spruce Street, parallel to the Highland 

County Courthouse, with off street parking.  Please enter through 

the parking lot side of the church.  Vendors will also be set up 

Friday evening and Saturday with items for sale including pottery, 

local photography, handmade soaps, wearable art, paper, and fabric 

craft, seasonal wreaths and decorations and much more.  
 

Maple BBQ Chicken and bread can be ordered to go on Friday by 

calling 540.280.0123. Homemade chili and soups, including a vegan 

and gluten free options, as well as fresh baked breads and desserts, 

will be for sale on Saturday. 
 

This is a great way to enjoy a late autumn outing in beautiful historic 

Monterey.   

Handmade in Highland  

The Good Time Gospel Quartet will perform at Mt. Hope 

Presbyterian Church’s Hymn Sing on Sunday, November 10 

at 2:00 pm. Refreshments will be served following the 

program. Everyone is invited! 
 

Mt. Hope Church is located at 1778 Coal Mine Road, 

Strasburg, VA 22657. For more information, please call 

Maxine Caperton at 540-465-5777. 

Mt. Hope Church Hymn Sing 

mailto:patgayhart@gmail.com
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You are cordially invited... 

to our annual Christmas Dinner and Concert on Saturday Dec. 7 
 

At 6pm, join us in the historic dining hall for a delicious Christmas 

dinner. 
 

At 7pm, we will provide a musical concert in Stewart Hall. This 

year we are excited to host JMU’s all male a cappella group, Exit 

245, as our performers for the evening. Using only their voices, 

they will sing a collection of familiar Christmas songs as well as a 

few songs off their new album. It is sure to be a fantastic, festive, 

program you won’t want to miss. 
 

Bring your family and friends! 
 

Tickets are $20 each. You may register online or by getting in 

touch with Nola Avey to register at 540-434-3829 or 

nolaa@massanettasprings.org. 
 

 

https://massanettasprings.org/programsarchive/christmas 

Music Saturday November 16, 2019 from 3 to 5 pm. We have 

several music groups already committed and there will probably be 

several more. This is always a wonderful afternoon of both praise 

and gospel music. We follow up with a free dinner for the 

performers and the attendees. Hope to see a lot of folks join us for 

great fellowship, wonderful worship, and good food.  
 

Glen Kirk Church is located at 767 Calf Mountain Road, 

Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Music Saturday at Glen Kirk Church 

mailto:nolaa@massanettasprings.org
https://massanettasprings.org/programsarchive/christmas
http://www.poamn.org/
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Dates to Remember! 

June 2019 

  1 - CRE & Small Church Workshop 9:00 am 

  4 - CPT 10:00 am 

11 - CNCD 5:15 pm 

13 - CRM 9:30 am 

13 - CPA 1:00 pm 

17 - CRE Oversight 4:15 pm 

19 - CPM 10:00 am 

19 - Nominations 2:00 pm 

19 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

20 - CER 10:00 am 

25 - CPC 10:00 am (tentative) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at 
the office of Shenandoah Presbytery,  

1111 N. Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA. 

Dates to Remember! 

November 2019 

  2 - CMO 9:30 am 

  4 - CCVT 12:30 pm at Resource Center           

 at Massanetta Springs 

  5 - CPT 10:00 am 

  7 - Bills & Overtures 9:00 am 

  7 - CER 10:00 am 

  7 - Moffet Grant Committee 2:00 pm 

  9 - Ethiopian Partnership Committee 11:00 am 

 at Massanutten Church 

12 - CNCD 5:15 pm 

13 - Nominations 2:00 pm 

14 - CRM 9:30 am 

20 - CPM 10:00 am 

20 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

 

Other Events 
 

10 - HAMC Elder Summit                              

 at Smyna Church 3:00 pm 

16 - CREs & Small Church Workshop 9:00 am 

19 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery                 

 at Opequon Church 9:30 am  

19 - Presbytery Office Closed  

24 - Installation of Kevin Hay                        

 at Middletown Church 2:00 pm 

24 - Installation of Patrick Ryan                        

 at Tinkling Spring Church 2:00 pm 

27- 28 Presbytery Office Closed                   

 for Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at 
the office of Shenandoah Presbytery,  

1111 N. Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA. 


