
I am finishing 22 months as the General Presbyter and Stated Clerk of 

Shenandoah Presbytery. That’s correct; I have not been here for two 

years yet.  I’m sure some of you think it has been far longer but really, it 

hasn’t.   
 

In that time I have begun to get to know the presbytery as I travel up 

and down the 81 corridor.  I have had the pleasure of worshipping at 49 

of our congregations and have visited another 11 for various things – so 

60 congregations out of 100 I think is doing pretty well in less than two 

years. I have also needed to visit a few congregations more than once 

because of transitions.   
 

So if you haven’t seen me yet – please know that you will.  (Invitations welcomed)  It has been such a 

pleasure to meet so many of our congregants and to learn of the many mission and volunteer activities 

that folks are engaged in.   
 

There is vital ministry happening throughout the presbytery and beyond. The hope is that we can help 

strengthen those ministries and engage in new ones as we share the love of Jesus Christ with all those 

we meet! 
 

Have a blessed summer! 
 

Bronwen 
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Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 

We often think of summer as a time to kick back, relax, spend some time in a hammock or rocking 

chair or at the beach…maybe with a book, maybe with family, maybe just watching the clouds go by.  
 

And all of that is good.  Sabbath rest is good, and needed, and commanded by God. 
 

But summer is also the time of deepest need for many of our communities, as lunch programs in 

schools are closed or limited, as parents scramble to find safe care options for their children, or as the 

heat increases for people in vulnerable housing situations. 
 

It’s not too late to respond to God’s call to summer ministry. 
 

St John’s Lutheran Church created a Summer Service Camp-VBS is in the morning, and the Service camp is the afternoon 

https://storyboardingchurch.wordpress.com/2019/06/17/service-day-camp/ 
 

The General Assembly of the PC(USA) will meet June 2020 in Baltimore- look for upcoming information about attending 

General Assembly (we hope to take at least 1 bus-full to go to opening worship).  
 

But even before that, you can be part of the Hands and Feet Initiative, a movement of the PC(USA) not just to visit the 

cities in which the General Assembly is held, but to also be part of healing and restoration for that place and people.  

https://handsandfeet-pcusa.org/ 
 

There are service opportunities for all ages in Baltimore- https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve/ 
 

If your church is doing these, or any other mission activities, please share with the Presbytery- we LOVE to hear how God 

is at work in the world, though you! Send your stories and pictures to: shenpres@shenpres.org 

 

Blessings- Nancy 

 

Nancy Meehan Yao organizes 
the closing prayer with our 

thoughts written down  

Spring CRE and Small Church Workshop—June 1, 2019 

All eyes are focused on Nancy and her lesson  

LEGO Prayer—we fit together Kerry Foster’s masterpiece 

https://storyboardingchurch.wordpress.com/2019/06/17/service-day-camp/
https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/serve/
mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org
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 The ministry and mission of Moorefield Presbyterian Church began officially in 

1825 as a union church with congregations in Old Fields, Moorefield, and Mt. Zion.  Rev. 

William N. Scott, D.D. having been invited in 1822 by the peoples of Hardy County “to 

labor among them as an evangelist” was the first pastor. 

 In 1837, the United Church of Hardy County officially split into three organized 

congregations: The Church at Moorefield, the Church at Petersburg, and the Church at 

Fort Pleasant.  In 1846, a lot was purchased in the heart of Moorefield and the following 

year construction began on a church building.  The chapel was completed in 1847, the 

sanctuary was dedicated as completed in 1855.  Two years later, the Church at Fort 

Pleasant merged with the Church at Moorefield. 

 During the Civil War, Moorefield was occupied at different times by troops from 

both North and South and the church was used by both sides as a hospital.  Union soldiers 

burned the pews for firewood and stabled horses inside.  From early 1862 until mid-1865, 

services were suspended though members tried to keep the Sunday school operating.  

After the war, major repairs were required before the sanctuary could be used again.  In 

1914, the federal government paid $800 for the damages. 

In 1875, the session voted to establish a preaching outpost in Rig called Oak 

Dale Chapel.  In 1908, the church established a second preaching outpost on the 

southeast edge of Moorefield called Tannery Chapel.  Both chapels continue to 

operate year-round offering Sunday worship every week. 

Since its founding, this congregation has been witnessing to and sharing 

God’s love through its mission in the town of Moorefield and surrounding area.  A 

daycare begun by the church was spun off into a self-supporting mission with its own 

facility serving dozens of families in the area.  A food and clothing mission (the MAC 

House) started in large part by the members of this congregation after the flood of 

1985 is an independently operated mission with some of the members serving on the 

board.  Every Wednesday, members volunteer at a free community lunch and once 

each month we provide the meal. 
 

 We’ve opened our doors to immigrant congregations drawn by the local industry.  Tannery Chapel hosts a Spanish-

speaking Seventh Day Adventist congregation and an evangelical Burmese 

congregation.  The Town Church hosts a Spanish-speaking Baptist congregation. 

We strive to be the face of Christ to the children in our area.  We are a 

major supporter of Day Camp at Camp Paddy Run, subsidizing part of the fee, 

arranging for transportation of kids from town, and providing one of the lunches for 

the whole camp.  Every Christmas, our congregation purchases children’s clothing 

(per wish lists) and donates food and toys to 50 families identified by the local 

Community Action agency.  Last year, one of our youth started a food and clothing 

pantry at the high school to help fellow teens whose families are struggling financially 

– part of our Pentecost offering is supporting her mission and it will be featured in a 

blog post by the denomination. 

Moorefield Presbyterian Church has been celebrating God’s love, seeking 

God’s truth and serving God’s world for nearly 200 years.  We trust God to inspire our 

congregation to rise to the latest challenges to Moorefield families, our community and our world as we witness to the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

 

(continued on next page) 

Town Church 

Oak Dale Chapel 

Tannery Chapel 

The next Stated Meeting of Shenandoah Presbytery is at  

Moorefield Presbyterian Church on Saturday, August 24, 2019 



Moorefield Presbyterian Church (continued) 

Page 4  Shenandoah Press 

150 Shenandoah Presbytery pins have arrived for our youth to 
trade with youth from other presbyteries at Triennium. 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium 

 is a gathering for high 

school age youth from the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

and the Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church that 

occurs every three years. 

The 2019 event is July 16-

20, 2019 at Purdue University. The theme for the 

2019 event is “Here’s My Heart”.  

Shenandoah Youth Prepare for Triennium 

 Reverend Jim Yao has been the pastor at Moorefield Presbyterian Church for over a 

year and a half.  Prior to this call, he was co-pastor with his wife, and later, solo pastor to two 

yoked churches in the Finger Lakes region of New York.  That was his first call out of 

seminary. 

 Jim graduated from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia in 2009 – 

Teaching Elder was his second calling.  Before seminary, he spent 28 years in Information 

Technology for various companies after having graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

with a B.S. degree in chemistry.  But he was always active in church, singing in choir, serving as 

deacon and ruling elder, and teaching Sunday school.   

 Jim was born in New York City, and grew up on Long Island.  His mother is from 

Indianapolis and was a church organist and choir director.  His father is Chinese, from 

Shanghai, and was a ship agent.  His parents met at Hanover College, a PCUSA-affiliated 

college in southern Indiana. 

Outside of church, Jim’s passions include music (singing and playing flute), hiking trails, mystery novels, the NY 

Times crossword puzzles, and, of course, food. 

But Jim’s greatest joy is his partner in marriage and ministry, the Rev. Nancy Meehan Yao, Associate General 

Presbyter for Shenandoah Presbytery.  Together they raised two sons who are now grown and both music majors.  One 

works at Ithaca College in New York, the other is a teacher at Shattuck-St. Mary’s, a private Episcopal school in Faribault, 

Minnesota. 
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Congratulations, Reverend Bob! 

Pastors of the Eastern Panhandle honored Rev. Bob 

Osborne and his wife Paula by meeting for lunch on 

June 18 in Berkeley Springs. Bob, who is retiring as 

pastor of Berkeley Springs Presbyterian Church, is 

standing between Brad Langdon and Phil Unger. 

Seated are Carl Howard, Paula Osborne, Rachel 

Crumley and Karen Greenawalt.  

Our meetings are scheduled as follows: 

• Wednesday, July 10 @ noon at  

Buckton Presbyterian Church, 2315 Strasburg Rd, Front Royal, VA 22630 

        OR 

• Thursday, July 11 @ noon at  

Smyrna Presbyterian Church, 174 Dooms Crossing Rd, Waynesboro, VA 22980 

  

Please plan to attend whichever one is closest, or best meets your schedule. In order that we may begin promptly at 

noon, we ask that you arrive by 11:45 a.m. A light meal will be served, so please notify the presbytery office 

(assocgp@shenpres.org) of your plans to attend. 

Clergy and ruling elders are welcome to attend, and you may feel free to bring multiple representatives from each 

congregation, so please forward this e-mail to others who you believe maybe interested. 

  

If you have not already done so, please participate in the Financial Health Assessment survey process: simply point 

your browser to http://assessment.presbyterianfoundation.org/ and follow the on-screen instructions. The assessment 

is typically completed by the church’s Treasurer. 

Next Small Church Forum 

With Paul Grier and Olanda Carr 

It is hard to believe that General Assembly is coming upon us 

fast.  The 2020 GA will be held in Baltimore, Maryland on  

June 20-27.  If you are interested in being a commissioner, or 

know of someone that would make a great Young Adult 

Advisory Delegate, please go to the link below and download 

the application and letter of reference.   
 

The deadline for applications to the nominating committee is September 15, 2019.  Election will be held at the November 

meeting of Presbytery.  If you have any questions please call the Presbytery office and speak with our GP/Stated Clerk 

Bronwen Boswell.  We look forward to having a great team for 2020. 
      

Link to forms page: http://shenpres.org/ga224/  

General Assembly 224 Commissioner Applications 

mailto:assocgp@shenpres.org
http://assessment.presbyterianfoundation.org/
http://shenpres.org/ga224/
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Thank you from the Disaster Preparedness & Response Team 
 

Thanks to all who assembled and delivered disaster response kits to the May meeting of 

Presbytery at Massanetta Springs or to the Presbytery Center in Harrisonburg.  The Disaster 

Preparedness & Response Team recently delivered 48 clean-up buckets, 235 hygiene kits, and 

43 school kits to the Church World Service warehouse for distribution to current disaster 

sites.  The next collection of disaster kits will be at the November 19 Presbytery meeting at 

Opequon Church.  Throughout the year, kits can always be brought to the Presbytery Center.  

Thank you for responding to this vital ministry to help those affected by disasters across the 

country. 

Your OGHS Gifts at Work After Recent Flooding and Tornadoes— 

A Word from PMA  
 

Some of you have asked if a there will be a national solicitation in response to flooding in the Midwest or have asked how 

your mid council can help. While we will not be sending out a national solicitation, here’s information from PDA about how 

your One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) gifts are being deployed and additional ways you can help. 
  

Nebraska, Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio, Michigan, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, 

Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi—all of these states have seen 

natural disasters recently. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is 

strongly engaged in responding to flooding and tornadoes in twenty 

presbyteries and six synods—sometimes in contact with presbytery leaders 

even before they are aware of the destruction in their bounds. Because of 

your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, PDA has been able to respond 

immediately, offering initial grants and National Response Team members to 

assist with assessments, and will be able to respond throughout the long-term 

recovery. Church damage grants have been disbursed to support affected churches’ continuing ministries, such as food 

pantries and emergency shelters, to be able to assist their communities in this time of great need.  
 

Gifts to OG100000 help PDA support immediate and long-term recovery. For a hands-on experience, congregations and 

others can help through Gift of the Heart kits.  

Dayton tornado damage, May 3, 2019 

Photo by Larry Arnold 

World Refugee Day 

World Refugee Day is June 20th—a day for remembrance, prayer, celebration, and commitment.  

As we remember that approximately 67 million people worldwide are forced from their homes, we are reminded of the 

importance of our commitment to working alongside others in striving to find places of safety and security for these 

populations. We celebrate the many gifts former refugees have given so freely to our communities and congregations. We give 

thanks for the countless congregations who have been part of the work of welcoming them. However, much still needs to be 

done. 

Below are some resources to help you plan a World Refugee Day event with your congregation and community:  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: World Refugee Day 

Office of Immigration Issues Immigration Congressional Asks for 2019 

PC(USA) Reflection and Prayer for World Refugee Day 

Refugee Council USA 2019 World Refugee Day Materials 

Please share pictures/videos of your World Refugee Day event on social media with the hashtags #WRD2019 and 

#WeChooseWelcome.  

https://pcusa.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1721a6b9451a1567ee53b00fc&id=b0a1c77caf&e=8e9ccaba29
https://pcusa.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1721a6b9451a1567ee53b00fc&id=e990331813&e=8e9ccaba29
https://pcusa.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1721a6b9451a1567ee53b00fc&id=0e108363c5&e=8e9ccaba29
https://pcusa.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1721a6b9451a1567ee53b00fc&id=9006c28cdb&e=8e9ccaba29
https://pcusa.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1721a6b9451a1567ee53b00fc&id=d5c96af22b&e=8e9ccaba29
https://pcusa.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1721a6b9451a1567ee53b00fc&id=21e3ce8eab&e=8e9ccaba29
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Box and Label Your Kits 
The presbytery office is available to collect your kits to go to Church World Service. When you bring your kits, please 

be sure to box the kits (each type kit in a separate box) and include the label.  Church World Service REQUIRES this:  

Packing and Sending "Gift of the Heart" Kits 

 Complete Kits should be packed in boxes with only one type of Kit in each box. However, if you are 

shipping a small number of different kinds of Kits, they can be combined in one box. 

 Clearly mark the outside of the box with the contents.   

 Complete the mailing form and place it inside the top of your box before sealing it. This will provide the 

name and address of your group sending the kits for the CWS receiving site, and it gives information 

about how to share your story with PDA. 

 Secure the boxes with packing tape. 

Thank you for your gifts of the heart kits!  

Time for School Kits 

We are at the time of year when school supplies are cheap! Back-to-school 

specials begin in July, so now is the time to gather up those supplies and 

complete some CWS School kits! 

 

Louise Tardy of Collierstown Church has sewn many bags for the school kit supplies. We have them available at the 

presbytery office. Just call or email us and we will set some aside for you. Do it now, while we still have bags!  

Can a church “brag?”  Or using Paul’s word-“boast?” 

 Hope so. 

 Bridgewater Presbyterian Church is joining in with the other Bridgewater township congregations-Baptist, 

Brethren and Methodist-to hold a community wide Vacation Bible School.  Our dates are June 23-26, 2019.  Our goal is 

to reach 120 children-more than the individual VBS’s put on during the summer by these sister congregations.  Will let 

you all know how it turns out! 

 On July 11, 2019, Bridgewater Presbyterian Church will host our Fourth Summer Carnival (for elementary and 

younger children).  We have to wedge it into the summer calendar of the town of Bridgewater, as the town does a lot of 

wonderful community wide events.  Our goal is to be an “oasis” for families, as we provide food and drink, games, 

activities and a safe environment for our guests (no charge!-after all, we are a faith group that values hospitality!). 

 Come the fall, our annual Trunk-n-Treat Event (9 years running) will take place.  As a smaller congregation 

(101 on the roll, the 35th out of 99 in our presbytery) we take “pride” (Can we say that word?) in our community 

presence.  Our events have become a staple in the life of Bridgewater township, and a blessing to the Spiritual Health 

and witness of this congregation. 

 So, yeah, we are bragging, just a bit! 

 (and if anyone asks, it was their pastor bragging!  The congregation just doesn’t do that!) 

 

Submitted by:  Rev. Kerry Foster, pastor, Bridgewater Presbyterian Church 

Bridgewater Church Bragging? Boasting? 
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Bridgewater Church Bragging? Boasting? 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/gift_of_the_heart_kit_mailing_form.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/pda/pdfs/gift_of_the_heart_kit_mailing_form.pdf
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GERRARDSTOWN New M&M Coffee House  

The next Music and Mission Coffeehouse is Sunday July 14 to benefit the 

Partners in Christ Mission trip. Hedgesville, Tuscarora and Gerrardstown 

Presbyterian Churches invite you to come enjoy live music and munchies and 

support this mission work. Each Second Sunday of July, August and September there 

will be a featured artist or band playing live music with coffee, tea and goodies to 

eat in the Historic Fellowship Hall  of Gerrardstown Presbyterian in Gerrardstown, 

WV. Donations will be gratefully accepted! 
 

Sunday July 14 from 6-8 Bob Brostrom and Friends will be our featured 

musicians. This local group of musicians enjoy playing and singing Christian music 

including contemporary songs and upbeat hymn arrangements and other folks songs.   
 

Sunday August 11 from 6-8pm Nicole Belanus will be our featured musician. Nicole is a singer/songwriter whose 

eclectic musical taste is apparent in her songwriting. She comes from the N. Virginia/Wash. DC area. 
 

Sunday Sep. 8 from 6-8pm The Band Changed will be our featured musicians. "Changed" is a Rhythm and Blues, Rock 

and Soul Band. Their roots are in Gospel, Soul, and the Blues. Their music is positive, uplifting, and God-honoring. 
 

Directions:  Exit 5 off I81. Take Gerrardstown Rd. West towards Gerrardstown. Turn left onto Dominion Rd. at 

Tracey’s Corner Store. Gerrardstown Presbyterian Church less than a mile up on the right hand side of the road. 

The address is: 372 Dominion Rd. Gerrardstown, WV 25420 – Park in the church parking lot and then follow the 

sidewalk down past the Manse. The Hall is a white building with lighted sign in front (see picture above). 

Union and Zetta Presbyterian Churches invite you to a special joint worship 

service in a special location on Sunday, August the 18th. The joint service will 

be at 10 am, followed by a covered dish luncheon - please bring something to 

share! This event will take place at Shiflet Pavilion, on top of a hill with a 

beautiful view out over Creation, in pastoral western Augusta County, near Churchville. 

  

The GPS address should be something like 1647 Union Church Road, but that may not be very trustworthy, 

especially given spotty cell service in the area. Here are the directions: From Route 42, north of Churchville, turn 

east on Union Church Road. Less than 3/4 of a mile from 42, turn left into Shiflet Farm. Although you'll be able to 

see the Pavilion on top of the hill to the left, follow the lane ahead of you, which will veer over to the right, then 

ascend the hill, and finally approach the Pavilion from the back. 

  

Special Joint Worship Service 

The Good Times Gospel Group will present a music concert at Mt. Hope 

Presbyterian Church, 1778 Coal Mine Road, Strasburg, VA,  on Sunday, August 4 

at 2 p.m.  An ice-cream social will follow. All are invited. (Yes, we do have air-

conditioning!)  For more information, call 540-465-5777. 

Music Concert at Mt. Hope Church 
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1111 North Main Street 
Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-433-2556 
Fax: 540-433-6830 

E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 

 

ShenPres.org 

Dates to Remember! 

July 2019 

  1 - CCVT 12:30 pm  

  4 - OFFICE CLOSED 

  6 - CMO 9:30 am 

  9 - CNCD 5:15 pm 

10 - Small Church Forum 12:00 pm  

 at Buckton Church 

11 - Small Church Forum 12:00 pm  

 at Smyrna Church 

15 - CRE Oversight 4:15 pm 

18 - CRM 9:30 am 

23 - CPC 10:00 am 

August 2019 

  1 - CER 10:00 am 

  3 - CMO 9:30 am 

  5 - CCVT 1:30 pm  

  6 - CPT 10:00 am 

  8 - CRM 9:30 am ? 

  8 - Highland August Mission Community 

 6:00 at Glen Kirk Church  

13 - CNCD 5:15 pm 

15 - CPA 1:00 pm 

19 - CRE Oversight 4:15 pm 

21 - Shenandoah Press Deadline 

24 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery 9:30 am  

 at Moorefield Church 
* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at 

the office of Shenandoah Presbytery,  

1111 N. Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA. 


