
On my way up and down Route 81 I have come to enjoy looking at cows.  

There are particular groupings of cows from a herd that seem to catch 

my eye on a regular basis.  One day I swear they looked like they were 

lined up for a dance-off, another looked like they were groups of students 

going to their next class, but the most recent sighting was of three calves 

frolicking in the pasture while their mothers stood and watched.  Now of 

course these are mere glimpses as I travel down the road, but I have to 

say it made me smile to see the calves frolicking!   
 

I keep thinking I need to find a spot one day to sit and watch a herd of 

cattle – just to watch.  And why would I do this?  Because I need to be reminded of all that is around 

me.  To be reminded that my concerns and issues and life are not my only concerns.  I need to stop and 

see the flowers popping through the soil, the cardinals flying, the trees budding.  I need to hear the bird 

song, the wind coming across the mountain, the quiet of evening.   
 

All of this is to remind me and you that we are part of something far greater than ourselves that we are 

not in charge of!  This is to remind us that we are part of a great creation that we are to be aware of 

and to enjoy as well as take care of.  This is to remind us that as part of God’s amazing creation we 

must take care of ourselves and one another in body, mind and spirit!   
 

So as we finish our preparations for the celebration of the resurrection, remember to disconnect from 

technology on a regular basis and view creation.  Go for that walk, listen to the birds, sit and watch 

cows!  Spring seems to be God’s invitation reminding us to look up and enjoy for Christ is Risen!  He is 

Risen Indeed!  
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We arrive at April, half way through Lent.  The days are getting longer, the wind, perhaps, a 

little warmer.  But there is still a long way to go, a long road to travel, to Jerusalem, and the 

cross, and the empty tomb.  A way filled with parades, and jeering crowds, confusion and 

betrayal.  Even though there is more light in the sky, the world seems to be getting darker. 

But the promises of our Risen Lord are steadfast and true.   

 

Below is a section of Ann Weems’ poem, “See, Follow, Believe”.  May you find peace and joy at 

Easter, and always.  

 

“Easter comes. 

The shroud that covered 

the world is destroyed; 

for our God has swallowed death. 

We shall no longer look 

for him among the dead. 

He calls to us to follow, 

to believe in our hearts 

that the people of this world 

will someday love one another. 

Really 

Love one another. 

If we believe we know that 

that is not a naive hope, 

but God’s promise. 

We shall not die, 

but we will live in him 

who died for us.” 

 

Ann Weems, “See, Follow, Believe” in From Advent’s Alleluia to Easter’s Morning Light, 

Westminster John Knox Press: 2010. 

Associate General Presbyter—Nancy Meehan Yao 
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Boundary Training at Trinity Church, March 25 
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English as a Second Language in Mettu, Ethiopia 

 In 2004 Shenandoah Presbytery sent three college students and our university chaplain to Mettu, Ethiopia to 

teach English to high school students for four weeks in the summer.  This was a result of a request from our partner 

synod, Illubabor Bethel Synod for help with English language skills, particularly from native English speakers.  In Ethiopia 

each student takes a qualifying exam at the end of 10th grade to determine if he or she will continue in a college 

preparatory program.  At the end of the 12th grade another exam determines college admission.  These exams are given in 

English and college courses are taught in English, making English skills mandatory for higher education. 

 In subsequent years we have sent a number of teachers to Mettu to work with students there in the summer.  

Again, this summer we hope to send a minimum of four persons from the Shenandoah area to teach for three weeks.  An 

additional eight or nine days required for travel and sightseeing will complete the trip.  No teaching experience is required, 

though we would love to have at least one experienced teacher included in the trip.  Teaching will be five days a week, 

usually for about a half day, allowing additional time for planning and feedback within the group.  Generally, two teachers 

work together with one class.  Each class will have a translator (often a college student who has been through the ESL 

program) to help bridge language difficulties.  The group will stay in the Guest House at Illubabor Bethel Synod compound.  

Meals are served in a dining room and are “western friendly.”  The rooms are private with private bathrooms.  Generally, 

weekends are free for local visiting and church services on Sunday. Lots of time will be available to visit local 

congregations, the market place, coffee shops, and to see Synod sponsored projects like the Gore Home for Children, the 

Seminary and Bible School.  While in Addis Ababa there will be time to visit several museums and do some shopping.  

 All in country expenses (travel, meals, rooms, etc.) are paid for by Shenandoah Presbytery funds.  Each traveler is 

asked to pay for air fare to and from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and for necessary immunizations.  Often churches and 

individuals help with this expense. 

 All the former teachers have had very positive experiences with several developing long-term social media 

friendships with students, translators, and members of the Synod and Mettu Church staff.  We hope you will prayerfully 

consider giving of your time and talents this summer to go to Ethiopia and experience and learn about a very different 

culture. 

 For more information please contact Pat Burslem, chair of the ESL committee (pburslem331@comcast.net) or 

any of the previous travelers to Ethiopia such as Nancy Mehan Yao, Doug Sensabaugh, or Bill Burslem. 

Update from Jeff Hornbeck, Shepherdstown Church, in 

Columbia with Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

“I am moving around rural Colombia, visiting a total of seven Presbyterian Churches. It is beastly hot 

here with worst heat they have experienced in years. But all is well and staying at pastor’s house this 

week in El Tres, Colombia.  

 

I’m proud to say the Presbyterian Church is deeply involved in the ongoing peace process here.  

I sent my first report in to the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, which posted to their web site.  

  

Check out Jeff’s report: EL ESPIRITU (Y LA MÚSICA) MUEVE EN ESTE LUGAR / THE SPIRIT (AND MUSIC) MOVE IN THIS 

PLACE and support him with your prayers. 

mailto:pburslem331@comcast.net
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/accompanier-reports/el-espiritu-y-la-musica-mueve-en-este-lugar-the-spirit-and-music-move-in-this-place/
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/accompanier-reports/el-espiritu-y-la-musica-mueve-en-este-lugar-the-spirit-and-music-move-in-this-place/
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One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 70 Years 

You shall be called repairers of the breach. —Isaiah 58 
Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, 
education, and opportunity. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the 
lives of people in these challenging situations. For 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided 
us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way 
Presbyterians come together every year to work toward a better world. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance enables congregations and mission partners of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) to 

witness to the healing love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic event. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is the emergency and refugee program of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. The 

core budget, including staff and administrative costs, is funded through the One Great Hour of Sharing, and its program 

work is additionally funded through designated gifts. 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

 Focuses on the long term recovery of disaster impacted communities. 

 Provides training and disaster preparedness for presbyteries and synods. 

 Works collaboratively with church partners and members of the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together) 

internationally, and nationally with other faith based responders. 

 Connects partners locally and internationally with key organizations active in the response — United Nations, 

NVOAD (National Voluntary Agencies Active in Disaster), World Food Program, Red Cross, FEMA and others. 

 

Presbyterian Hunger Program 

Fighting hunger is at the heart of our Presbyterian understanding of mission. Jesus fed the hungry and told his disciples to do the 

same. Yet, we know that hunger is an extremely complex phenomenon with economic, political and social causes. A local 

congregation can make a huge impact on local hunger. Thankfully Presbyterian churches are feeding hungry people in their 

neighborhoods with food pantries, soup kitchens, community meals, community gardens, backpack programs and more. This 

important hunger ministry is vital to people who are hungry today. As the national Presbyterian Hunger Program we celebrate this 

vital work of local congregations and we complement it by doing “root cause” work to help address the underlying questions of 

why people are hungry in order to reduce ongoing hunger. 

 

When the world tolerates the vicious suffering of hungry people, the church is called to speak out and share all that we have. 

When powers and principalities regularize exploitation, the church stands with the exploited and witnesses to the fullness of life 

God intends for all. When people are made poor and vulnerable or reduced to objects of pity, the church builds relationships of 

dignity and equality among all. Even at the risk of losing its own life, the church is called to point beyond ourselves to the new 

reality in Christ. Praying and working with Presbyterians and other partners, that it may be “on earth as it is in heaven” the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program helps the church respond to the violence of hunger and poverty. 

 
(Continued next page) 

http://pda.pcusa.org/page/partners/
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Presbyterian Hunger Program’s mission is clear: alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes. There is no one size fits all solution. 

PHP complements the work of Presbyterian congregations through strategic partnership collaborations, print and web 

educational and worship materials, and participatory programs so that Presbyterians Go, Join, and Act to end hunger for our 

neighbors next door and across the planet. 

 

We approach hunger holistically with 5 tools: 

 Direct Food Relief combined with Root Cause Work 

 Sustainable Development 

 Advocacy 

 Intentional and Sustainable Living 

 Education 

Employing these tools alongside congregations, partners and local communities, together we can end hunger. 

Get Serious about Ending Hunger! 

 

 

Self-Development of People 

Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People is a ministry that affirms God’s concern for humankind.  We are 

Presbyterians and ecumenical partners dissatisfied with poverty and oppression, united in faith and action through sharing, 

confronting, and enabling by participating in the empowerment of economically poor, oppressed, and disadvantaged people, 

seeking to change the structures that perpetuate poverty, oppression and injustice. 

 

SDOP Core Strategies: 

 Promote Justice 

 Build stronger communities 

 Seek economic equity 



Board of Pensions 

Young Adult Volunteers Begin Service 
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Disaster Kits To Be Collected at May Presbytery Meeting 
The Disaster Preparedness and Response Team will be collecting assembled and boxed disaster kits at the May 

21st meeting of Presbytery to be held at Massanetta Springs Conference Center. Someone will be in the parking 

area to collect kits  ONLY BEFORE THE MEETING BEGINS. No one will be available after 10:00am to collect 

kits. You may bring them to the presbytery office. Please let those directing parking know that you have disaster 

kits to deliver and they can direct you. 

 

Church World Service provides very specific instructions about what is to go in the kits, and how they are to be 

packaged and labeled. It is mandatory that these instructions be followed exactly. That information is available at 

https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/. Checks for shipping of kits can be made out to "Church World Service" or to 

"Shenandoah Presbytery" and given to the person collecting kits or mailed to the presbytery office. 

 

Kits should be boxed and labeled using the Church World Service labels. Hygiene kits and School Kits should not 

be mixed together in the same box. Cleanup buckets should be taped and labeled as well. 

 

Thank you for helping provide some relief to those who have experienced a disaster. Having these simple items 

mean very much to someone who has lost so much to a disaster. If you have questions, please call the presbytery 

office. 

Our all-around sweet resident “Bag Lady” 

Louise Tardy from Collierstown Church has 

sewn 200 bags for us! Louise made these bags 

to the measurements required for the School 

Kits for Church World Service (CWS). She 

then delivered them to the presbytery office, 

so if you are interested in a few—or 20—or 

50—give us a call and we will put them aside 

for you.  

 

Please contact the office at 540-433-2556 or 

shenpres@shenpres.org. 

School Kit Bags Available Again! 

https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/
mailto:shenpres@shenpres.org


Page 7  Shenandoah Press 

Click on the photo above to download more information 

and registration, or view on the website.  

 

We still have Presbyterian Planning Calendars 
at the presbytery office. Because we are in April 
now, we are selling the calendars for half price! 
The cost is $9.00 $4.50 each. Contact us at  
540-433-2556 or bookkeeper@shenpres.org. 

file://shenpres-server/data/users/Communications Administrator/Presbyterian Women/Spring Gathering/2018 Spring Gathering registration form2.doc
http://shenpres.org/presbyterian-women/
mailto:bookkeeper@shenpres.org
https://womenincommunity.weebly.com/registration.html


Board of Pensions 
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The Presbyterian Women of Third 

Presbyterian- Staunton (1313 Barterbrook 

Rd.) will host their Annual Salad Luncheon 

on Friday, April 26 from 10:00 a.m. until 

2:00 p.m. Tickets are $13.00 per person 

and can be purchased by contacting the 

church office at 540-886-6567 or at the 

door. Orders to go will be available. All 

proceeds will go to fund their mission 

work. All are welcome and invited!  

Annual Salad Luncheon at 

Staunton Third Church  

https://iymforum.ptsem.edu/


1111 North Main Street 
Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

Phone: 540-433-2556 
Fax: 540-433-6830 

E-mail: shenpres@shenpres.org 

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY is a covenant body where:  

-CONGREGATIONS are empowered to be centers for mission  

-PEOPLE OF GOD are equipped to be Disciples of Christ in a challenging world  

-CHURCH LEADERS and members are nurtured and strengthened for service  

-OPEN COMMUNICATION and information are used constructively  

and creatively to keep us connected  

PRESBYTERY OF 

SHENANDOAH 
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Dates to Remember! 

April 2019 

  1 - CCVT 1:30 pm  

  2 - CPT 10:00 am 

  6 - CMO 9:30 am 

  6 - DRPT 12:00 pm 

  9 - CPC 10:00 am 

  9 - CNCD 5:15 pm 

10 - CPM 10:00 am (tentative) 

10 - Small Church Forum 11:30 am—2:00 pm 

 at Buckton Church 

11 - CRM 9:30 am 

11 - Small Church Forum 11:30 am—2:00 pm

 at Hermitage Church 

11 - Strong Ministers 3:00 pm 

15 - CRE Oversight 4:15 pm 

17 - ShenPress Deadline 

17 - Nominations 2:00 pm 

18 - CPA 1:00 pm  

22 - Presbytery Office Closed for Easter Holiday 

25 - CER 10:00 am 

Other Dates 

April 6 - Women Together in Community  

   9 am – 4 pm at Massanetta Springs  

April 13 - Annual Spring Gathering of Presbyterian 

   Women 8:30 am at Massanetta Springs  

 

 

 

 

 

* Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at the 

office of Shenandoah Presbytery, 1111 N. Main 

Street, Harrisonburg, VA. 


