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PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 
PRAYER FOR PURITY 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    The Gloria 

PRAYER OF THE DAY       
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  

Praise to you, God, for all your work among us.  Yours is the vigor in creation, yours is the 
impulse in our new discoveries.  Make us adventurous, yet reverent and hopeful in all we do. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
YOUNG DISCIPLES MOMENT   
 
FIRST LESSON Esther 4:1-17 Laurie Jaffe 
This story is set during the reign of Xerxes I, a Persian king who ruled from 486 to 465 BCE. It tells the story of a 
woman, Esther, who chose to live faithfully and courageously in a time in which the Israelites were in exile under hostile 
rule. 

When Mordecai learned what had been done, he tore his clothes, dressed in mourning clothes, and put 
ashes on his head. Then he went out into the heart of the city and cried out loudly and bitterly.  He went 
only as far as the King’s Gate because it was against the law for anyone to pass through it wearing mourning 
clothes.  At the same time, in every province and place where the king’s order and his new law arrived, a very 
great sadness came over the Jews. They gave up eating and spent whole days weeping and crying out loudly 
in pain. Many Jews lay on the ground in mourning clothes and ashes.  When Esther’s female servants and 
eunuchs came and told her about Mordecai, the queen’s whole body showed how upset she was. She sent 
everyday clothes for Mordecai to wear instead of mourning clothes, but he rejected them. 

Esther then sent for Hathach, one of the royal eunuchs whose job it was to wait on her. She ordered him to 
go to Mordecai and find out what was going on and why he was acting this way.  Hathach went out to 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father 
Lord God,  
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, receive our prayers. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 



 

Mordecai, to the city square in front of the King’s Gate.  Mordecai told him everything that had happened 
to him. He spelled out the exact amount of silver that Haman promised to pay into the royal treasury. It was 
in exchange for the destruction of the Jews.  He also gave Hathach a copy of the law made public in Susa 
concerning the Jews’ destruction so that Hathach could show it to Esther and report it to her. Through him 
Mordecai ordered her to go to the king to seek his kindness and his help for her people.  Hathach came 
back and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 

In reply Esther ordered Hathach to tell Mordecai:  “All the king’s officials and the people in his provinces 
know that there’s a single law in a case like this. Any man or woman who comes to the king in the inner 
courtyard without being called is to be put to death. Only the person to whom the king holds out the gold 
scepter may live. In my case, I haven’t been called to come to the king for the past thirty days.” 

When they told Mordecai Esther’s words, he had them respond to Esther: “Don’t think for one minute 
that, unlike all the other Jews, you’ll come out of this alive simply because you are in the palace.  In fact, if 
you don’t speak up at this very important time, relief and rescue will appear for the Jews from another 
place, but you and your family will die. But who knows? Maybe it was for a moment like this that you came 
to be part of the royal family.” 

Esther sent back this word to Mordecai:   “Go, gather all the Jews who are in Susa and tell them to give up 
eating to help me be brave. They aren’t to eat or drink anything for three whole days, and I myself will do 
the same, along with my female servants. Then, even though it’s against the law, I will go to the king; and if 
I am to die, then die I will.”  So Mordecai left where he was and did exactly what Esther had ordered him. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM   Psalm 130 

I cry out to you from the depths, Lord— *  
    O God, listen to my voice! Let your ears pay close attention to my request for mercy! 
If you kept track of sins, Lord—* 
    O God, who would stand a chance? 
But forgiveness is with you—* 
    that’s why you are honored. 
I hope for you, O God; my whole being hopes, * 
    and I wait for God’s promise. 
My whole being waits for you—* 
    more than the night watch waits for morning; yes, more than the night watch waits for morning! 
Israel, wait for the Lord! * 
    Because faithful love is with the Lord; because great redemption is with our God! 
God is the one who will redeem Israel * 
    from all its sin. 
 
  



THE GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Our gospel is Jesus’ parable of the sower, together with its interpretation.  The story by itself may once have been used to 
stress how surprisingly fruitful God’s power can be, quite apart from human expectations or control.  With its 
explanation the parable was used as an allegory by early Christians to help them understand the missionary situation of 
the church.  Because of the work of the devil and human weakness and sin, the word they preached did not always 
produce.  But, in the right circumstances, its fruit could be anywhere from substantial to amazing. 

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

That day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the lake.  Such large crowds gathered around him 
that he climbed into a boat and sat down. The whole crowd was standing on the shore. 

He said many things to them in parables:  “A farmer went out to scatter seed.  As he was scattering seed, 
some fell on the path, and birds came and ate it.  Other seed fell on rocky ground where the soil was 
shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep.  But when the sun came up, it scorched 
the plants, and they dried up because they had no roots.  Other seed fell among thorny plants. The thorny 
plants grew and choked them.  Other seed fell on good soil and bore fruit, in one case a yield of one 
hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one.  
Everyone who has ears should pay attention.” 

“Consider then the parable of the farmer.  Whenever people hear the word about the kingdom and don’t 
understand it, the evil one comes and carries off what was planted in their hearts. This is the seed that was 
sown on the path.  As for the seed that was spread on rocky ground, this refers to people who hear the word 
and immediately receive it joyfully.   Because they have no roots, they last for only a little while. When they 
experience distress or abuse because of the word, they immediately fall away.  As for the seed that was 
spread among thorny plants, this refers to those who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the false 
appeal of wealth choke the word, and it bears no fruit.  As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to 
those who hear and understand, and bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in 
another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one.” 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
THE SERMON Cami Caudill 
 
MUSICAL REFLECTION Simple Gifts Mike Fritz, cello 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 



 

one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Colin Finley 
Merciful God, enliven the Church for its mission 
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

We pray for the world:  
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for the world.) 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

We pray for the community: 
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for the community.)  
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
that all may act with integrity and courage. 
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

We pray for those in need:  
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for those who struggling in body, soul, or spirit.) 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

We remember those who have died and those who mourn: 
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for those who have died and those who grieve.)  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, and those whose faith is known 
to you alone. 
Merciful One, into your hands we commend them. 
Give comfort to those who mourn. 
Bring them peace in their time of loss. 

We praise you for Queen Vashti, and all your saints who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 

We pray for ourselves, friends, and neighbors:  
(Please add your intercessions for the concerns of your heart.) 

Lord, you have called us to serve you.   
Grant that we may walk in your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your 
strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the 
welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  



THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant As Christ teaches us, we pray:  
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy 

Communion, let us offer our selves, souls, and bodies to God in this prayer for spiritual 
communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and 
all the blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I 
may ever be united to you.  

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and 
embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to come. Amen.  

 
  



 

CLOSING HYMN   Will You Come and Follow Me 
 

 
 
THE BLESSING 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
  



Questions for Reflection 
1. Consider the power dynamics in this story. Who holds power? How do those with power seek to 

maintain it?  
 

2. The Book of Esther and The Song of Songs are the only books in the bible that do not explicitly 
mention God. Where do you imagine God is present in this story?  

 
3. Imagine you are Vashti. In the space below, write the next chapter of her story after she is banished as 

Queen. Where does she go? How does she survive?  
 

Household Prayer: Morning 
God of goodness and growth,  let your love be made real in me this day. Soften the hardened places of my 
heart  and crowd out any corners of greed or anxiety.  Make me be fruitful in thought, word, and deed. 
Amen. 

 
Household Prayer: Evening 

Loving God, I am grateful that you are steadfast  in forgiving my failures and transgressions,  that I may 
sojourn in the temple of your rest  and awaken again to serve your world. Amen. 
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