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PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  
 
PRAYER FOR PURITY 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    The Gloria 

PRAYER OF THE DAY       
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  

Holy and eternal God, give us such trust in your sure purpose, that we measure our lives not 
by what we have done or failed to do, but by our faithfulness to you. Hear this prayer for 
your love’s sake. 
Amen. 

 
YOUNG DISCIPLES MOMENT   
 
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 11:1-9 Page Hamilton 
A message of hope and salvation to the Israelites who were in exile. Christians today regarding it as a 
foreshadowing of Jesus as the coming Messiah and the kingdom he came to set in motion. “Jesse” refers to the 
ancestral line of David, from which Jesus descended.  

A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a branch will sprout from his roots. 
The LORD’s spirit will rest upon him, a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    a spirit of planning and strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD. 
He will delight in fearing the LORD. 
He won’t judge by appearances, nor decide by hearsay. 
He will judge the needy with righteousness, and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land. 
He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth; by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 
Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, and faithfulness the belt around his waist. 
The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 
    the calf and the young lion will feed together, and a little child will lead them. 
The cow and the bear will graze.  

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father 
Lord God,  
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, receive our prayers. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 



 

Their young will lie down together, and a lion will eat straw like an ox. 
A nursing child will play over the snake’s hole; toddlers will reach right over the serpent’s den. 
They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain. 
The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the LORD, just as the water covers the sea. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM   Psalm 92 
It is a good thing to give thanks to the God, * 
    and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 
To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 
    and of your faithfulness in the night season; 
On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 
    and to the melody of the harp. 
For you have made me glad by your acts, O God; * 
    and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
 O God, how great are your works! * 
    your thoughts are very deep. 
 The dullard does not know, nor does the fool understand, * 
    that though the wicked grow like weeds, and all the workers of iniquity flourish, 
They flourish only to be destroyed for ever; * 
    but you, O God, are exalted for evermore. 
For lo, your enemies, O God, lo, your enemies shall perish, * 
    and all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
But you’ve made me as strong as a wild ox. 
    I’m soaked in precious ointment. 
My eyes also gloat over my enemies, * 
    and my ears rejoice to hear the doom of the wicked who rise up against me. 
The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 
    and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
Those who are planted in the house of the God * 
    shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 
    they shall be green and succulent; 
That they may show how upright the LORD is, * 
    my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 
 
THE GOSPEL Luke 2:21-38 
The Gospel lesson tells the story of Jesus being brought to the temple for his circumcision, naming, and presentation, and 
the response of two temple elders.  

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When eight days had passed, Jesus’ parents circumcised him and gave him the name Jesus. This was the 
name given to him by the angel before he was conceived. When the time came for their ritual cleansing, in 
accordance with the Law from Moses, they brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  (It’s 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord.”)  They offered a 
sacrifice in keeping with what’s stated in the Law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.  



A man named Simeon was in Jerusalem. He was righteous and devout. He eagerly anticipated the 
restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  The Holy Spirit revealed to him that he wouldn’t 
die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  Led by the Spirit, he went into the temple area. Meanwhile, Jesus’ 
parents brought the child to the temple so that they could do what was customary under the Law.  Simeon 
took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, 

“Now, master, let your servant go in peace according to your word, 
because my eyes have seen your salvation. 
You prepared this salvation in the presence of all peoples. 
It’s a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and a glory for your people Israel.” 

His father and mother were amazed by what was said about him.  Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, “This boy is assigned to be the cause of the falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that 
generates opposition so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your 
innermost being too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, who belonged to the tribe of Asher. She was very 
old. After she married, she lived with her husband for seven years.  She was now an 84-year-old widow. She 
never left the temple area but worshipped God with fasting and prayer night and day.  She approached at 
that very moment and began to praise God and to speak about Jesus to everyone who was looking forward 
to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
THE SERMON                          “Arthritic Hands and Peppermints” The Rev. Dr. Maria A. Kane 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
  



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Peggy Goldsmith 
Intercessor 
Maker and Lover of all, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son. Therefore, in 
confidence and trust we pray for the Church.  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for All Faith 
Church, Charlotte Hall and Christ Church, Nanjemoy.  (Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for the 
Church.) 
 
Merciful God, enliven the Church for its mission 
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

We pray for the world:  
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for the world.) 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

We pray for the community: 
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for the community.)  
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
that all may act with integrity and courage. 
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

We pray for those in need:  
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for those who struggling in body, soul, or spirit.) 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

We remember those who have died and those who mourn: 
(Please add your intercessions/thanksgivings for those who have died and those who grieve.)  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, and those whose faith is known 
to you alone. 
Merciful One, into your hands we commend them. 
Give comfort to those who mourn. 
Bring them peace in their time of loss. 

We praise you for Simeon, Anna, and all your saints who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 

We pray for ourselves, friends, and neighbors: Mandy, Audrey, Holly, Pam, Re-Gathering Team, Bishop 
Mariann, Sally, Donna, Diane, Jack, Joyce, Rodgers, Lois, Shauna, Margaret, Jennie, Jan, Benji, 
Francine, Ashley, Mary Anne, Barbara, Jessie, Jeff, Kellie, Toni, and Leon.  
(Please add your intercessions for the concerns of your heart.) 

Lord, you have called us to serve you.   
Grant that we may walk in your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your 



strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the 
welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant As Christ teaches us, we pray:  
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy 

Communion, let us offer our selves, souls, and bodies to God in this prayer for spiritual 
communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and 
all the blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I 
may ever be united to you.  

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and 
embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to come. Amen.  

 
  



 

CLOSING HYMN How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds verses 1-3 

 
 
THE BLESSING 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
  



Questions for Reflection 
1. Does Isaiah’s vision of the “peaceable kingdom” apply to nations today? If so, how? If not, why? (Isa 

11:6-7) 
 

2. How can you share the love of Christ with others despite any limitations you may perceive you have? 
(Luke 2:21-38) 

 
3. What do you think prepared Anna to recognize the Messiah? What circumstances and practices led her 

to this holy encounter?  
 
4. Where do you see the holy in everyday life? Make a list of all the places or moments when the divine 

breaks through.  
 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Loving God, I receive this new day as a gift from you.  Help me to see signs today of your compassion, 
which is over all that you have made.  Please keep me mindful to watch for ways today in which I can ease 
others’ burdens and give them rest, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
Caring God, thank you for my journey through this day.  Whatever conflict I may feel within about what I 
did and did not do I give to you to carry for me now, and I let you give me rest. Amen. 
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