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PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

Whether we stray like sheep or follow faithfully, 
 God welcomes us here. 

Whether we seek healing and wholeness, or stand ready to extend compassion, 
God welcomes us here. 
Whether exhausted from journeys across rough terrain, 
or renewed and refreshed, our souls at peace, 
we gather to hear the good news: 
The kingdom of heaven is at hand! 

 
PRAYER FOR PURITY 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    The Gloria 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY       
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through 
your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
YOUNG DISCIPLES MOMENT   
 
FIRST LESSON Exodus 19:2-8a Emily VanHoozier 
The people of Israel arrive at Mount Sinai after being brought out of Egypt. Through Moses, the Lord offers to make a 
covenant with them, making them a priestly people, holy and dedicated for God’s service. 

They traveled from Rephidim, came into the Sinai desert, and set up camp there. Israel camped there 
in front of the mountain while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him from the mountain,  

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father 
Lord God,  
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, receive our prayers. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 



 

“This is what you should say to Jacob’s household and declare to the Israelites: You saw what I did to 
the Egyptians, and how I lifted you up on eagles’ wings and brought you to me. So now, if you 
faithfully obey me and stay true to my covenant, you will be my most precious possession out of all the 
peoples, since the whole earth belongs to me. You will be a kingdom of priests for me and a holy 
nation. These are the words you should say to the Israelites.” 

So Moses came down, called together the people’s elders, and set before them all these words that 
the Lord had commanded him. The people all responded with one voice: “Everything that the Lord 
has said we will do.” Moses reported to the Lord what the people said. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM Psalm 100 

1 May all lands be joyful before you, O God, serve you with gladness  
and come before your presence with a song. 

2 For we know that you are God;  
you yourself have made us, and we are yours; 
we are your people and the sheep of your pasture. 

3 We shall enter your gates with thanksgiving; 
go into your courts with praise;  
give thanks to you and call upon your Name. 

4 For you are good; your mercy is everlasting;  
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
THE GOSPEL                                       Matthew 9:35—10:8 
Jesus continues his mission of preaching, teaching, and healing, and he commissions his twelve disciples in this ministry 
with him. Gentiles refers to non-Jews. 

Deacon              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All                     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus traveled among all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, announcing the good news of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them because they were troubled and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said 
to his disciples, “The size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few 
workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest.” 
He called his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits to throw them out and to heal 
every disease and every sickness. Here are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, who is called Peter; 
and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee; and John his brother; Philip; and Bartholomew; 
Thomas; and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus; and Thaddaeus; Simon the 
Cananaean; and Judas, who betrayed Jesus. 
Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, “Don’t go among the Gentiles or into a Samaritan 
city. Go instead to the lost sheep, the people of Israel. As you go, make this announcement: ‘The kingdom 
of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, and throw out 
demons. You received without having to pay. Therefore, give without demanding payment. 
 
Deacon                The Gospel of the Lord. 
People                  Thanks be to God.  



THE SERMON The Rev. Dr. Maria A. Kane 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION VIDEO 
 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION LITANY  
Officiant Let us celebrate the accomplishments of members of our community.  
All            We give blessings to you for all that you have achieved and the achievements yet to come. 

One part of your life’s journey is complete.  
                        You now prepare to begin another phase that will take you to unimaginable places.  

As you prepare for your next journey, we hope that you remember the love and support that 
goes with you.  
We give you blessings of good will and love as you journey on.   
We thank you for the laughter and fellowship that you have shared with us and pray that 
as you begin your next journey, may you do so knowing that when you rise and when you 
fall, God’s grace will renew you.                          

Don’t look back; continue only forward.  
We pray that God will give you strength and determination to develop new relationships 
that will strengthen and sustain your faith. 

Because we are made in the image of God we have been blessed with free will to make 
choices and decisions. 
We pray that you make wise and rational decisions, always turning to God for help.  

                        God hears, God listens, God is always with you.  
Do not forget that. 

Always keep in mind that God is around you. 
                        If you turn to God, God will guide you. 
       

Just as Jesus commissioned the disciples to go out and spread his word with the world,  
                        so do we commission you to do the same through the way you live your life.  
                        Always keep Christ in your heart. 

We send you forth with all our love, all our reverence, and all of our support.  
                        Strive for only the best rewards that life has to offer you  
                     and may the love of Christ shine through you. 



 

Christ is the light of all people.  
                        Let him shine in you during tough times and always keep that light alive. 

Let Christ’s light shine always.  
                        Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   Connor Keech 
Officiant          
Gracious God, give us boldness, justice, and compassion, as we offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, have 
mercy.” 
 
Intercessor 
Open our eyes to see the stranger in our midst, offering hospitality and companionship, believing that the 
Holy Spirit visits us through those we do not know; let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Reveal the fruits of suffering to all who are heavy laden with despair, that they may receive your endurance, 
grow in character, and live in hope; let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Strengthen our hands and voices to proclaim the good news of Christ through the daily events of our lives, 
and to those we encounter in the course of the day; let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Increase vocations to the various ministries of our Church, especially our religious communities, whose 
members hold the Church, her mission and peoples, in prayer, and who work for the joy of the gospel.  In 
the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. George's Church, Glenn Dale; St. George's Church, Valley 
Lee; and, St. George's, D.C.; let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Bless our nation, our President and members of Congress; give them wisdom in their deliberations, that 
legislation and programs may serve the best interests of the common good and the needs of the global 
community; let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Hold in your arms of mercy those who are ill, and grant to those who have died a room prepared by your 
own hands; let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Let us endure faithfully in the practice of intercession, as we continue our petitions.  
Please add your thanksgivings, intercessions, silently or aloud. The Officiant will add a concluding collect.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 



PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy 

Communion, let offer our selves, souls, and bodies to God in this prayer for spiritual 
communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and 
all the blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I 
may ever be united to you.  

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and 
embrace you with all the affections of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to come. Amen.  
 

THE PEACE 
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 

PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE 
[The following prayer was written “to unite us in common prayer and revive us for common mission” during the pandemic. In the spirit of 
Pentecost, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his Lutheran counterpart, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, invite congregations to pray it 
through the summer. In addition to expressing a shared desire for renewal in a troubling time, the collect also commemorates nearly 20 years of 
full communion between The Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.] 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you 

provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your 
holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, 
learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow 
in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us 
in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
  



 

CLOSING HYMN   Give Me Jesus 

 
 
CLOSING PRAYER                            Colin Hoover 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
  



Questions for Reflection 
How would you respond to the arrival of wandering messengers of good news in your town or on your 
doorstep (Matt. 9:35–10:23)? Would you welcome them or listen to their words? What does it mean for the 
kingdom of heaven to “come near” (Matt. 10:7)?  
 

Household Prayer: Morning 
God of wisdom, as I go forth this day, show me how to testify to your grace and truth.  Give me the chance 
to speak and the words to say so that I may glorify your name; through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
I give you thanks, Holy God, that you have made me your own, a treasured possession.  Hold me close to 
your heart and bear me up on eagle’s wings; in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
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