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PRELUDE 
 
GATHERING 
Officiant Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord and we have walked 

with him through his journey of love. We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a 
cross. We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us and his revelation of himself through the breaking 
of bread. We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. And now, with the followers of his own time, we await 
the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people,  
through whom we make Christ known to the world. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Officiant As we wait in silence, 
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we listen to your word, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 

    fill us with your Spirit. 
    As we long for your refreshing, 

fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Be with us, Spirit of God; 

  nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God; 
fill us with your saving power. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; 
bring strength, healing, and peace. 

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

 hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE    The Gloria 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY       
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children with the gift 
of faith, revive your Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ MOMENT 
 
FIRST LESSON Acts 2:1-21 
This lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and empowering them to share the message of the gospel with 
people of different languages.  Clearly, this was a most dramatic moment in the life of the early church, an experience described 
in terms of wind and fire.  From this time forward the mighty works of God done in Jesus will be told to all the peoples of the 
earth, crossing barriers of language and culture. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's 
deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others 
sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  
and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams.  
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father 
Lord God,  
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, receive our prayers. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 



 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy.  
And I will show portents in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  

The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.  

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
The psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the Lord’s Spirit. 

25 O HOLY ONE, how manifold are your works!  
in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you  
to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it;  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; 

you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth. 
32 May the glory of the GOD endure for ever;  

may the HOLY ONE rejoice in all creation. 
33 God looks at the earth and it trembles;  

he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
34 I will sing to God as long as I live;  

I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35 May these words of mine find favor;  I will rejoice in the HOLY ONE 
37 Bless the HOLY ONE, O my soul. Alleluia! 

 
EPISTLE LESSON 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
The Corinthian community was torn by dissension over the characteristics, distribution and use of “spiritual gifts” (12:1). 
Paul emphasizes that these are gifts of grace to all, not just the private possession of certain people. He points out the 
triune operation of God in these gifts: the Holy Spirit as the giver, Jesus as the One to whom service is given, and God the 
Creator as the One at work in the gift. The gifts are complementary and meant for the common good. Every gift has an 
important place in the life of the community. The list of gifts is not exhaustive, for other lists differ (12:28-30; Romans 
12:6-8). The purpose of all the gifts is to create not division but unity in diversity.  

So I want to make it clear to you that no one says, “Jesus is cursed!” when speaking by God’s Spirit, and no 
one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.  



 

There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and the same 
Lord; and there are different activities but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. A 
demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person for the common good.  

A word of wisdom is given by the Spirit to one person, a word of knowledge to another according to the 
same Spirit, faith to still another by the same Spirit, gifts of healing to another in the one Spirit, performance 
of miracles to another, prophecy to another, the ability to tell spirits apart to another, different kinds of 
tongues to another, and the interpretation of the tongues to another. All these things are produced by the 
one and same Spirit who gives what he wants to each person. Christ is just like the human body—a body is a 
unit and has many parts; and all the parts of the body are one body, even though there are many. We were 
all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given one 
Spirit to drink. 
Lector  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
THE SERMON The Rev. Steve Seely 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED 
The Nicene Creed, the Church’s central statement of belief, emerged out of the first four councils of the Church in the 4th and 5th centuries 
in response to controversies about Jesus’ divinity. It does not proscribe belief so much as it narrates the Christian story and establishes a 
framework for Christian identity and engagement in the world. The term apostolic refers to the historic succession of the apostles through 
our bishops and the apostles’ teaching. The term catholic refers to the universal church throughout the world.  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Jeannie Paz Hicho 
Officiant  
We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 

Intercessor  
Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. We ask that we may be strengthened 
to serve you better.  
Lord, come to bless us  
and fill us with your Spirit. 

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 



 

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever 
you call us. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 
where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to equip us for the work which you have 
given us. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Columba's Church, DC and St. Columba's Nursery 
School, DC; and the North Prince George and Southern Maryland Regions of the Diocese.   
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 

We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given us by the risen Lord. 
We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 

(Please add your thanksgivings, intercessions, silently, aloud (Unmute your mic), or by typing in the chat box).  
 
Officiant 
Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, and upon the  
disciples in the upper room: in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 
hear our prayer, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy Communion, 

let us unite our hearts and voices in this prayer for spiritual communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed Body and 
Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and all the 
blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be 
united to you.  

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace 
you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in you, 
and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to come. Amen.  



 

THE PEACE 
Officiant  God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 
CLOSING HYMN   When the Saints Go Marching In 
                   Troy Pettersen, electric guitar 
 

O when the saints go marching in 
When the saints go marching in 
O Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the saints go marching in 

And when the sun refuse (begins) to shine 
And when the sun refuse (begins) to shine 
O Lord I want to be in that number 
When the saints go marching in 

 
     O when the crown, him Lord of all 
     O when the crown him Lord of all,  

O Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the saints go marching in 

 
CLOSING PRAYER                                            Liz Finley 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Young Disciples  Let us bless the Lord! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Questions for Reflection 
What gift of yours, of your family, and of your community has the Holy Spirit especially nurtured in recent times? 
How might that gift be expressed and used in a new way in the coming year? 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Gracious God, we thank you for the peace of good sleep and for keeping us safe throughout the night.  Let this 
new day be a time of praise and joy as we go out to meet you in our sisters and brothers.  We pray this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 
Merciful Lord, as night comes to this house, we thank you for the challenges and accomplishments of this day.  
Give our hearts and minds the comfort now to rest in your care, trusting that whatever tomorrow brings, your 
hand will be ready to catch us. Amen.  
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