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THE PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Officiant We have gathered— 

new followers and lifelong disciples, the powerful and the powerless, 
those who have too little and those who have too much. 

All We have gathered, for we are one in Christ. 
Officiant We have come— 

seekers and skeptics, 
sinners and saints, 
the poor in spirit and the rich in faith. 

All We have come, for we are eager to hear 
God’s word. 

Officiant We are here, together. 
All Let us glorify the one true God. 
Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
All The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

 hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE    The Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father 
Lord God,  
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, receive our prayers. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord; 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

 
THE COLLECT (PRAYER) OF THE DAY 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant   Christ our great high priest, you understand our weakness; you pray for us while we are 

sinners. Help us, through you, to find a new and living way to God; for the glory of your 
holy name.  
Amen. 

 



 

THE FIRST READING    Acts 1:1-11                Jenna Monroe 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day 
when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you 
have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God.         
 
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ MOMENT 
 
THE PSALM       Psalm 93 
 1 The Lord is King; he has put on splendid apparel; God is robed in majesty and is girded in strength.  
2 God has made the whole world so sure that it cannot be moved; 
3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; you are from everlasting. 
4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; * 

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 
5 Mightier than the sound of many waters, 

mightier than the breakers of the sea, * mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 
6 Your testimonies are very sure, and holiness adorns your house, O God, for ever and for evermore. 
 
EPISTLE LESSON   Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God.



THE GOSPEL   Luke 24:44-53 
Deacon           The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.    
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
THE SERMON                               The Rev. Julie Wizorek  
 
EASTER AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       from The Church of England 
Officiant Let us affirm our resurrection faith: 
All  We believe in God the Father: 

from whom everyone in heaven and on earth has life and being. 
We believe in God the Son: 

Who has been raised through transforming love and lives now in our hearts 
through faith, and calls us to this same loving transformation in our own lives. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit: who strengthens us with power from on high. 
We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE            Frank Pilato  
Officiant 
Let us offer our prayers in the Name of Jesus, who dwelt among us, died and rose again for our salvation, 
and ascended into the heavenly realm, responding, “Hear us, ascended Lord.” 
 
Intercessor  
That our hands may feed the poor and tend the sick, that we may create a church where all are welcomed 
and where visitors are seen as blessings, and that we may ascend beyond earthly hesitations to grasp the 
divine inspiration that is implanted within us.  In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Augustine's 
Church, DC; Seabury Resources for Aging; Friendship Terrace; St. Mary's Court; Collington Episcopal 
Life Care Community.  Pray for all seniors and their ministries in the Church; let us pray. 
Hear us, ascended Lord. 
 
For those who fear the discovery of secret sins and the private guilt that has many names, that they may 
have confidence in the priestly gift of reconciliation, the courage to admit their shortcomings, and the 
greater courage to accept God’s tender forgiveness; let us pray. Hear us, ascended Lord. 
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For an end to violence and abuse, and to all things that harm God’s creation and rob humanity of its 
inherent dignity; let us pray. 
Hear us, ascended Lord. 
 
That Donald, our President, members of Congress, and those who sit on the Supreme Court may take 
seriously the authority invested in them, leaving partisanship behind, and exercising leadership that best 
responds to the people of our nation and world; let us pray. 
Hear us, ascended Lord. 
 
For those who have died, and whom we commend to eternal life; let us pray. 
Hear us, ascended Lord. 
 
In thanksgiving for our families and friends, and for the communion of saints, we continue our prayers; 
let us pray.  (Please add your thanksgivings, intercessions, silently, aloud (Unmute your mic), or by typing in the chat 
box). The officiant will add a concluding prayer.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy 

Communion, let us unite our hearts and voices in this prayer for spiritual communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for 
creation and all the blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the 
earnest wish that I may ever be united to you.

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to 
you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you 
from me. May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to 
come. Amen.  

 
THE PEACE 
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 
  



HYMN   Guide me, O thou great Jehovah  
 
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty. 
Hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar  
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's 
destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER                           Samira Norman 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND DAILY PRAYERS 

Where have you experienced God’s welcome in your life? Where have you experienced God’s welcome in your 
church? If we are to be one with Christ, as Christ is one with God, how can your church become a more compelling 
witness to God’s radical invitation to homecoming?  

Where and with whom do you gather for your own spiritual nourishment and encouragement? (Acts 1:6- 

Where is God amid today’s conflict, fear and terror that so many feel or experience? (Ps 68) 
 
HOUSEHOLD MORNING PRAYER 
Delivering God, you have safely brought me to this new day.  Keep me free from all dangers, perils, and troubles. By 
the power of your Spirit, strengthen my focus as I seek to follow Christ and to humbly serve your truth. Amen. 
 

HOUSEHOLD EVENING PRAYER 
Redeeming God, by your mighty hand you have safely brought me to this night, and for this and all other mercies, I 
give you thanks.  Post your angels around me this night that I may rest in peace. Amen.
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