
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
John 14:1-21 

 “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. My Father’s house has room to spare. If 
that weren’t the case, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you? 
When I go to prepare a place for you, I will return and take you to be with me so that 
where I am you will be too. You know the way to the place I’m going.” 

Thomas asked, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

Jesus answered, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you have really known me, you will also know the Father. From now on you 
know him and have seen him.” 

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father; that will be enough for us.” 

Jesus replied, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been with you all this time? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t 
you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I have spoken to you 
I don’t speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me does his works. Trust me when I 
say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or at least believe on account of the 
works themselves. I assure you that whoever believes in me will do the works that I do. 
They will do even greater works than these because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father can be glorified in the Son. When you 
ask me for anything in my name, I will do it. 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. I will ask the Father, and he will send 
another Companion, who will be with you forever. This Companion is the Spirit of Truth, 
whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees him nor recognizes him. You know 
him, because he lives with you and will be with you. 

“I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. On that day you will know that I am 
in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them. 

“Lord, we don’t know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

We can always count on Thomas to question everything can’t we?  

But to be honest, he’s only asking what everyone is thinking tonight.  
How can we know the way?  
How will we make it? 
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Tonight, you see, is different than all other nights.  

Tonight is the night when time stands still.  
Moments before Jesus begins this final conversation with his disciples before his 
crucifixion, he shares the Passover meal with them. 
Then he washed their feet.  
It was an act of service customarily left to the servants and enslaved to do. But, as he has 
done before, Jesus is upending the traditional narrative, and they are undone by it— 
undone by such humility,  
and love,  
and self-giving,  
…and from their Master and Lord, no less.  

What does this mean? they wonder.  

But no sooner do they ask that question  
Jesus announces that one of them will betray him.  
They all look around wondering who it is… 
and then Judas walks out the door.  
And they are gutted.  

Before they can even catch their breaths,  
Jesus predicts Peter’s denial— 
you know that moment in the garden before Jesus’ trial— 
the moment in which Peter which denies the years of friendship and the love,  
the feet-washing and the late talks. 
Of all people, no one would have guessed Peter? 
He’s always been so doggone gung-ho.  

All of this happens in one night.  

Who wouldn’t Jesus to just make things plain and uncomplicated at this point?  
“Lord, we don’t know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

Haven’t we all uttered something similar at some point?  
God, I am not sure what’s going on?  
 God, is this a joke?  
God, are you there?  
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 God, I really can’t imagine living like this, so can you throw me a bone or    
 something?  
Can you give me a sign?  

But Jesus will not give them a sign.  
He will not give them a 4-tiered plan.  
He will give them something greater:  
a promise and a truth:  

“Listen,” he says.  
“I am not going to be with you in a way that’s familiar to you right now, but that’s because 
I’ve got work to finish. And this work will ensure that you will never be alone. You will 
never be left to your own devices. You will never have to have it all figured it. You will 
never have, nor should you, go through life alone. You never have to fear that the worst 
thing that happens to you will be the last thing. I am leaving as you know me, but my 
Spirit is coming. It’s the me that is with you that you can’t see.”  

This same Spirit is with all of you now— 
by virtue of our baptism in the waters of baptism—  
regardless of whether you think or feel it.   

More than a teacher or little angel on our shoulder,  
this Spirit speaks the longings of our hearts to God.  
This Spirit is the strength to go on when we don’t want to.  
It’s the part of our our gut that says to us on the precipice of something new or scary or 
dark: “you’ve got this because we’ve got this.” 

So when Jesus says, “if you love me,” he’s not saying it as a condition.  1

 The proper Greek translation is an affirmation, as in, “you know me,”  
You know,  
you know,  
you do know.  

You and I… 
we’re friends,  
we’re lovers,  

 I am indebted to Dr. Karoline Lewis’ weekly sermon preparation series for bringing to light this 1

translation. 

3



we’re partners. 
You don’t have answers.  
but you have hope. 

Why?  
Because I am with you, and because of that,  
You will make it.  

Hope, y’all, well, it’s more than optimism and wishful thinking.  
Optimism depends on a certain set of outcomes. 
It’s rooted in our limited point of view.  
It depends on our ability to think positively.   

That’s also it’s problem.  
It’s based only on our limited imaginations and experiences,  
and it depends on our positive thinking and certainty.  
And there is so much we can’t see or control or will.  

Hope though, Christian hope, the hope that Jesus and Paul talked about  
isn’t about us.  
It’s the trust that God is still working because  
God is all about the business of restoring the world to wholeness and healing.  
It doesn’t require positive thinking or a plan.  
It’s the acknowledgment that God, in God’s ways is pulling us toward something beautiful,  
something that transcends time and place because in his dying and in his rising, Jesus’ 
transcended time and place.  
We hope because we are not alone.  
____________ 
Years ago, James Stockdale, an admiral in the US Navy who spent 8 years as a prisoner of 
war in North Vietnam, was asked about his fellow prisoners who struggled to make it out 
alive. “The optimists,” he said, “…were the ones who said, ‘We’re going to be out by 
Christmas.’ And Christmas would come, and Christmas would go. Then they’d say, ‘We’re 
going to be out by Easter.’ And Easter would come, and Easter would go. And then 
Thanksgiving, and then it would be Christmas again. And they died of a broken heart….”  2

Get it plan?  Plans. Specific dates. Limited imagination. Control.  

 As retold by Nadia Bolz-Weber, “Worry, Jesus, Birds, and the Grapes of Wrath,” The Corners, 2

May 12, 2020, https://nadiabolzweber.substack.com/p/sunday-mini-sermon-give-us-this-day. 

4

https://nadiabolzweber.substack.com/p/sunday-mini-sermon-give-us-this-day


Those who endured were those who had hope—not in a specific outcome  
but in God’s unrelenting love and story.  
——————————— 

Y’all, this season we’re even defies words.  
I know it is hard. I know.  
I’m not trying to say that you should just throw out your instinct to plan, and if you do plan 
you’re not a hopeful person.  

I’m saying that if you don’t have a plan, 
or even if you do,  
no matter what happens to the plan,  
God is still working and we are not alone because Jesus has given us God’s presence. 
Historian and author Kate Bowler says that she has a prayer she prays when she’s not 
feeling hopeful. Perhaps you will find it helpful too. It’s simple, “God, let me see things 
clearly. …God, let me see that the future is there that you're drawing us toward.”  3

Today,  
like every day,  
is a chance to re-set.  
It’s a day to move out of the homes of our own making— 
those based on having a particular outcome or situation,  
those based on others’ impressions of you,  
or some arbitrary idea you have about yourself.  

Instead, take up residence in the home of God where hope in God’s story are the 
foundation and the framework.  
In this home, we rest not on our strength  
or might  
or rightness  
but on a God-man nailed to a tree,  
a man who took the weight of our sin and failures upon himself so that we would never 
have to be without a place to call home,  
a place to belong,  
a place to be and a place to become. 

 Kate Bowler, “Hope vs. Optimism,” Life Together Apart,” https://lifetogetherapart.katebowler.com/3

lessons/week-5/.
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There is a place for you in God’s home…and  there is a place for everyone else.  

This week, listen. Slow down. Rest. Following Jesus isn’t always about doing something. 
Follow Jesus into his arms of rest.  

Breathe in the presence of God.  
You are not alone.  
You belong to God.  

You and I may not have the answers,  
but we have a home to last a lifetime.  

The Rev. Dr. Maria A. Kane 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waldorf, MD 

May 17, 2020
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