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INVITATION TO WORSHIP               
Officiant The earth doesn’t deserve the sun. 

We pollute her skies and poison the air.  
And yet, day after day, 
She keeps coming back. 
Day after day, she warms my skin,  
Lights the night, and draws me in. 

All  I think that’s what Easter feels like.  
We haven’t earned love, 
And yet, love couldn’t stay away.  
The stone had to roll, 
The dawn had to break,  
Love had to win. 

Officiant So each morning let us thank God for this tiny glimpse of Easter— 
Light that breaks through the night, 
Love that can’t stay away.  

   
Friends, let us rejoice! 
Christ is risen! 

All   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Officiant Let us pray.  
All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

 hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE     God’s Got the Whole World in His Hands  
     Troy Pettersen, electric guitar 
 
God's got the whole world in his hands.  
God's got the whole world in his hands.  
God's got the whole world in his hands.  
God's got the whole world in his hands. 

God's got you and me, brother, in his hands.  
God's got you and me, brother, in his hands.  
God's got you and me, brother, in his hands.  
God's got the whole world in his hands. 
 
 

God's got you and me, sister, in his hands.  
God's got you and me, sister, in his hands.  
God's got you and me, sister, in his hands.  
God's got the whole world in his hands. 
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THE COLLECT (PRAYER) OF THE DAY 
[The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the Church year. 
It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.] 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Officiant  O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 

Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
THE FIRST READING    Acts 2:14a, 36-41            Fern Brown 
Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, “Judeans and everyone living 
in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my words!  

“Therefore, let all Israel know beyond question that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” 
When the crowd heard this, they were deeply troubled. They said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” 

Peter replied, “Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you, your 
children, and for all who are far away—as many as the Lord our God invites.”  

With many other words he testified to them and encouraged them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse 
generation.”  

Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized. God brought about three thousand people into the 
community on that day. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God.  
   
 
THE PSALM       Psalm 116:1-3-10-17 
I love the Lord because he hears 
    my requests for mercy. 
I’ll call out to him as long as I live, 
    because he listens closely to me. 
Death’s ropes bound me; 
    the distress of the grave found me— 
    I came face-to-face with trouble and grief. 
I have remained faithful, even when I said, 
    “I am suffering so badly!” 
    even when I said, out of fear, 
    “Everyone is a liar!” 
What can I give back to the Lord 
    for all the good things he has done for me? 
I’ll lift up the cup of salvation. 
    I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 



I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord 
    in the presence of all God’s people. 
The death of the Lord’s faithful 
    is a costly loss in his eyes. 
Oh yes, Lord, I am definitely your servant! 
    I am your servant and the son of your female servant— 
    you’ve freed me from my chains. 
So I’ll offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to you, 
    and I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 24:13-35 

Deacon             The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. They were talking to each other about everything that had happened. While they were 
discussing these things, Jesus himself arrived and joined them on their journey. They were prevented from 
recognizing him. 

He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” They stopped, their faces downcast. 

The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who is unaware of the things that 
have taken place there over the last few days?” 

He said to them, “What things?” 

They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth. Because of his powerful deeds and words, he was 
recognized by God and all the people as a prophet. But our chief priests and our leaders handed him over 
to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the one who would redeem Israel. 
All these things happened three days ago. But there’s more: Some women from our group have left us 
stunned. They went to the tomb early this morning and didn’t find his body. They came to us saying that 
they had even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found things just as the women said. They didn’t see him.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you from believing all that the 
prophets talked about. Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then he interpreted for them the things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with 
Moses and going through all the Prophets. 

When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on ahead. But they urged him, saying, “Stay with 
us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. After he took his seat 
at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. They said to each other, “Weren’t 
our hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road and when he explained the scriptures for us?” 

They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. They were saying to each other, “The Lord really has risen! He appeared to Simon!” Then the 
two disciples described what had happened along the road and how Jesus was made known to them as he 
broke the bread. 

Deacon            The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  



YOUNG DISCIPLES’ MOMENT        “Memories and Surprises”     The Rev. Dr. Maria A. Kane 
 
SERMON                                    The Rev. Steve Seely 
 
EASTER AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      
Priest Let us affirm our resurrection faith: 
All We believe in God the Father: 

from whom everyone in heaven and on earth has life and being. 
We believe in God the Son: 

Who has been raised through transforming love and lives now in our hearts through 
faith, and calls us to this same loving transformation in our own lives. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         Page Hamilton 
Priest 
Silver and gold did not buy us our freedom, but the self-sacrificing love of the Lamb.  In thanksgiving for 
this blessed gift, we offer our prayers, responding to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 
 
Intercessor 
Open our ears and eyes to hear your word in the midst of the daily routine, to see in others your holy 
presence, discovering through the voices of the poor and downtrodden your cry for justice.  In the 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Monica and St. James, D.C.; St. Philip's Church, Laurel; St. 
Philip the Evangelist Church, D.C.; St. Philip's Child Development Center, D.C.; and, St. Philip's 
Church, Baden; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
Enlarge our ministry to welcome the uninitiated to receive the sacrament of baptism, opening the door for 
them to share in the death and resurrection of Christ, and the freedom to begin life anew; let us prayer. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
Release the gift of peace wherever it is entombed in fear, that resources spent to create armaments for war 
may instead be given for medical centers, schools, agricultural development, and employment 
opportunities; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
Encourage the Church to develop new ways of communicating its message, receiving guidance from the 
past as new expressions are developed to speak to the present age and the generations to come; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
 
Give the dying an assurance of eternal life, including Linda and Wayne; bring comfort to the grieving, and 
grant the freedom of redemption to those who have entered into their eternal rest; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
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Dear people of God, let us remember that gold and silver are false treasures compared to the risen Christ, 
in whom we continue our prayers.   
Please add your intercessions and thanksgivings, silently, aloud (unmute your mic), or by typing in the chat box.  
 
Mother Maria will add a concluding prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER        
Officiant Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
[We cannot be physically close to one another in this time, but we can be relationally close. You are invited to pass the 
peace with your church family and loved ones by taking a moment to text, write in the chat box, or make a note of 
someone who you will call or write after this service. You will be amazed how much a text or call can brighten 
someone’s day.]  
   
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 
 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Officiant During this time in which we cannot gather to celebrate the great sacrament of Holy 

Communion, let us unite our hearts and voices in this prayer for spiritual communion.  

All In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving for 
creation and all the blessings of this life. I present to you my soul and body, with the 
earnest wish that I may ever be united to you.

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to 
you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you 
from me. May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life, and in the life to 
come. Amen.  

 
CLOSING PRAYER                   Grant Pettersen 
 
 
THE BLESSING        
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST 
 
Parishioners: Emily Dorosz, Mandy Edwards, Wayne Hamilton, Russ Lancaster, Casey (Hurd) Rice 
 
Homebound: Sally Barley, Donna Boswell, Diane Coon, Jack & Joyce Ferguson, Rodgers Johnson, Lois 
Keech, Margaret Leman, Jennie Purrington, Jan Spotz 
 
Family and Friends: Bob B., Colleen, Eric D., Joe D.,  Joanna F., Kirk H., Yaowapa K., Shawn K., Frank 
M., Monica M., Oliver W., Sean and Scott 
 
Armed Forces: Bebe Frierson, Zach Kettner, Megan Laurine, Casey Mills, Nate Ochsner, Garrett 
Roberson, Jr., Connor Runser 
 
First Responders: Matt Backman, Liz Caswell, Chris Cox, Jimmy Cox, James Laurine, Kenny Levy, Jason 
Lyon, Pat Lyon, Luke Smith 
 
Community & The World: healthcare professionals; the unemployed; grocery store and transportation 
employees; those suffering from the Covid-19 virus 
 
Dearly Departed: Linda, longtime friend of Donna Maki; Wayne Robey, friend of Ed and Laurie Jaffe  
 
 

THE SEASON OF EASTERTIDE 
 
Making Sense of the Bible & Compline (Wednesday evenings)  
Last week we looked at the Torah—the first 5 books of the Bible. This week we’ll look at the first three 
history books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth.  
 

GIVING 
 
Although our doors are closed, our ministry and financial responsibilities continue. As you are able, we 
invite you to support the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s. Here are four easy ways to contribute.  
 
BY MAIL: (4535 Piney Church Road, Waldorf, MD 20602) During the building closure, we are checking 
the mail twice a week. Because we have a drop-slot mailbox that can only be opened with a key, any mail 
we receive is secure until retrieved.  
 
ONLINE: https://onrealm.org/stpaulswaldorf/-/give/now 
 
TEXT: To give via text message on your smartphone, text Piney5000 to 73256. You will then receive a 
link to complete your donation. Standard text message rates apply. 
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THIS WEEK 
 

The Third Sunday of Easter, April 26 
Liturgy of Word & Prayers, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Wednesday, April 29 

Making Sense of the Bible & Compline, 8:00 p.m. 
(History, Part 1: Joshua, Judges, Ruth) 

 
Thursday, April 30 

Kids’ Break, 12:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, May 1 
Morning Prayer, 8:00 a.m. 

 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 3 
Liturgy of Word & Prayers, 9:30 a.m. 
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