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ABOUT THE LITURGY 
We all have our own traditions around Easter—egg hunts, family lunches, Easter lilies, and meaningful 
worship. This year, those traditions will not be the same, and yet, we believe that just like every Easter 
before, the sun will rise, and something will be different. This year, despite our physical distance, we invite 
you to carve out some sacred space in the comfort of your own home to recognize the holiness of this day.  

Even though we cannot be near one another at this time, God always draws near to us. Even in the 
wilderness, God is there. Our celebration of Christ’s resurrection is not just the celebration of a 
mysterious event 2,000 years ago. It’s the celebration of our present freedom and increasing glory. Indeed, 
today we commemorate the day when God got the last word over sin, failure, evil, and death. Now, 
nothing can separate us from God’s life-giving, unstoppable love. 

May your morning be holy. May it be authentic. May it be joyful. May it be messy. May it be whatever it is 
you need on this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTERS IN WORSHIP 
 

THIS SUNDAY (April 12)      NEXT SUNDAY (April 19) 
Lector: Jeannie Paz Hicho      Lector: Peggy Goldsmith (1 Peter 1:3-9) 
Intercessor: Greg Ferguson       Intercessor: Mason Hoover    
Trumpeters: Brady Keech, Connor Keech, Chip Keech 
Guitarist: Troy Pettersen 
Flutist: Emily Dorosz 
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As you start your morning, head outside if you can! Find a comfortable place to settle in and watch the day dawn. Once there, 
light a candle. Allow this candle lighting to be a spiritual reminder that this place is a place set apart. This is a moment set apart, 
for even though the sun will rise, we, like the women at the tomb, begin our journey in the dark. Allow the flame to remind you 
that even in the darkest times, love and light find a way. 

Tip for young families: Invite children to play a role by either lighting the candle or deciding where you will sit. If you have 
multiple children, allow one child to light the candle, one to decide where it is going to be placed, and one to blow the candle out. 
Alternatively, you might light one stable and sturdy candle for each kid. 

 
THE GATHERING  The Wilderness is the Birthplace of Joy       Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC 
Officiant 
I used to know the wilderness only as pain;  
A land without food, a land without water.  

But you rained down manna 
And even water flows in your desert.  

I used to think the wilderness was total isolation— 
But the Israelites had each other, 
And you had the stars in the sky.  

So then I thought the wilderness must be time wasted—  
Forty years of circles. 
Forty years of wondering. 
But then I realized, each step is a step,  
And maybe there’s growth in that.  

So then I concluded that the wilderness must be lonely spaces—  
The woman and her well, 
The blind man and his gate, 
Martha and her kitchen,  
Peter and his fire. 
But then you showed up in each of those places,  
To each of those faces.  

So now I wonder— 
What if the wilderness is the birthplace of creation?  
What if the wilderness is where call begins? 
What if the wilderness is where joy is birthed?  
What if, between the dirt and the sky 
And that wide orange horizon, 
The wilderness is where we find you?  
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OPENING HYMN    Jesus Christ is Risen Today  arr. John Jay Hilfiger 
Brady Keech, trumpet 

Connor Keech, trumpet 
 Chip Keech, trumpet 

 
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 
unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

 
THE INVITATORY              Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC 
[The word “Invitatory “means: containing or conveying an invitation to worship and includes a call to worship and a canticle 
based on Scripture.]       

Officiant  In this space, we recognize the wilderness in the world. 
All  In this space, we trust that God is near.  
Officiant  In this space, we hold on to hope. 
All  In this space, we hold on to each other. 
Officiant In this space, we sing, "Alleluia!" 
All  In this space, we trust that love is stronger than hate. 
Officiant  So in this space, we celebrate. 
All   In this space, we sing. 
Officiant In this space, we trust that nothing can separate us from God’s love because Christ is risen!  
All  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Officiant Let us worship Holy God! 
 
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER          (1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 
Officiant Alleluia! 
All  Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;  
       therefore let us keep the feast,  

Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil,  
      but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;  
     death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all;  
     but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin,  
     and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead,  
   the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death,  
     by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die,  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
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THE COLLECT (PRAYER) OF THE DAY 
[The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or season of the Church year. 
It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day.] 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Holy God, 
All You have always been one who disrupts.  

You interrupt suffering to bring peace. 
You interrupt isolation to create community.  
You interrupt silence with the sound of alleluias.  
So today we ask that you would interrupt us. 

            Stop us in our tracks with the good news that only you offer. 
            Freeze time and move among us,  

                        so that we can hear your word anew until the sound of alleluias ring in our ears.  
Amen.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   arr. Michael Raehpour 
 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jeremiah 31:1-6    
At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

Thus says the Lord: 
The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness;  

when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away.  
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel!  
Again you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.  
Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria;  

the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit.  
For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim:  
“Come, let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.” 

 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL HYMN   Joyful, joyful, we adore thee                     Beethoven 
                                    Troy Pettersen, electric guitar  
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore You, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You, 
Op'ning to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 

God's own love is reigning o’er us, 
Joining people hand in hand. 

Ever singing, march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music leads us sunward 
In the triumph song of life! 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL   John 20:1-8 
[It is customary in the Episcopal Church to stand for the reading of the Gospel as the Gospel signifies God, in the form of Jesus 
Christ, ministry among the people as one of us.] 
 
Tip for young families: Sometimes it helps children to have something specific to listen for in the scripture reading. 
You might encourage children to listen for what happens to Mary in particular.  
 
Deacon             The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
[This is an appropriate time to make the sign of the cross on your forehead, your lips, and over your heart, praying “Christ be in 
my head, on my lips, and in my heart.”] 
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. She ran to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 
know where they’ve put him.” Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. They were running 
together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. Bending down 
to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. Following him, Simon Peter entered 
the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. He also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It 
wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. Then the other disciple, the one who 
arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. They didn’t yet understand the scripture 
that Jesus must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 

Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the tomb. She saw two 
angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. The 
angels asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” As soon as she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put 
him and I will get him.” 

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
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She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 

Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to my brothers and 
sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told them what he 
said to her. 

Deacon            The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ MOMENT                      The Rev. Amanda Bourne 
 
HOMILY             The Rev. Dr. Maria A. Kane 
 
THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS  
[It is customary to renew one’s baptismal vows at the Easter Vigil or at the principal service of worship on Resurrection 
Sunday. In doing so, we celebrate our rebirth in Christ by baptism and recommit to live as resurrection people.]  
 
Officiant  
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and 
raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to 
renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his 
works, and promised to serve God faithfully.  
 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. [*=catholic with a little “c” refers to the Church universal and 
not to a specific denomination, such as the Roman Catholic Church] 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  
I will, with God’s help.  

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  
I will, with God’s help.  
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Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?  
I will, with God’s help.  

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the 
Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Officiant 
Jesus Christ is risen today, our triumphant holy day.  Alleluia!  So, let us pray to our Lord, saying, “To you 
we offer praise eternal; Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Intercessor 
Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave.  When we were yet sinners, you redeemed and 
saved us.  May we sing your eternal praises everywhere we go. 
To you we offer praise eternal, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Incarnate Love, where hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, call forth new life by your touch.  Bring forth 
life in the barren places of this world. 
To you we offer praise eternal, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Author of Life, you are the ruler of creation.  All things created on earth sing to your glory.  From the 
death of the winter, raise the fair beauty of earth.  
To you we offer praise eternal, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Living Savior, you hold the future.  You bless and restore our families, our communities, and our world 
with children.  Though they face uncertain days, we trust them to the certainty of your endless and eternal 
love. Uphold us by Your Spirit and lift us to the place where we may be still and know that you are God, 
and you are with us.  
To you we offer praise eternal, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Jesus, the health of the world, pour out your balm on our souls and the souls of all in pain or sorrow, 
especially those suffering from the coronavirus and those who will yet suffer from it.  
Be the source of life for all people.   
To you we offer praise eternal, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Please add your petitions and thanksgivings silently or aloud. 

Purify us, O Lord, from all evil that we may rightly see you in the eternal light of your resurrection.  By 
your victory, grant us a thirst for your eternal glory and bring all of us, especially those who died—
including Carol Hamilton—from death to life eternal life.  
To you we offer praise eternal, Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER        
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Officiant 
Creating God, unleash your life-giving power in the barren places of our lives. Where the darkness, 
infiltrate us with the Light of your peace; where there is despair, caress us with the assurance your 
presence; where there is suffering, enliven us with your resurrecting power. By your grace, give us hearts 
confident in your redeeming power, that we might be a people unafraid to receive and give away your 
unconditional love. We ask this in the name of your Son, who was and is and is to come, Jesus Christ—our 
friend, our confident, and our resurrected Lord. Amen.  
 
THE PEACE 
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
[We cannot be physically close to one another in this time, but we can be relationally close. So on this Easter morning, 
you are invited to pass the peace with your church family and loved ones by taking a moment to text or call people and 
let them know you are thinking about them. You will be amazed how much a text or call can brighten someone’s day.]  
 
OFFERTORY     He Shall Feed His Flock                Handel 

         Emily Dorosz, flute  
 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS & HOLY PEEPS AWARDS  
 
THE BLESSING 
Officiant 
God the Creator, 
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you the gates of everlasting life. 
Amen. 

God the Son, 
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, 
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN            The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done  arr. Michael Raehpour 

Brady Keech, trumpet 
Connor Keech, trumpet 
 Chip Keech, trumpet 

 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! 

The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions has dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst.  
Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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THE DISMISSAL 
Young Disciples  Christ is risen! Let us go forth with joy! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People   Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST 
Parishioners:  Fern Brown, Mandy Edwards, Wayne Hamilton, Casey (Hurd) Rice  
 
Homebound: Sally Barley, Donna Boswell, Diane Coon, Jack & Joyce Ferguson, Rodgers Johnson, Lois 
Keech, Margaret Leman, Jennie Purrington, Jan Spotz 
 
Family and Friends:  Bob B., Rachael B., Joe D., Dave G., Kirk H., John L., Frank M., Monica M., Sean 
and Scott 
 
Dearly Departed: Carol Hamilton  
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda; all parish altar guilds 
 
Armed Forces: Bebe Frierson, Zach Kettner, Megan Laurine, Casey Mills, Nate Ochsner, Garrett 
Roberson, Jr., Connor Runser 
 
First Responders: Matt Backman, Liz Caswell, Chris Cox, Jimmy Cox, James Laurine, Kenny Levy, Jason 
Lyon, Pat Lyon, Luke Smith 
 
Community & The World: those suffering from COVID-19, healthcare professionals, grocery employees; 
janitorial and sanitation workers, the unemployed 

 
GIVING 

 
As you are able, we invite you to support the mission and ministry of St. Paul’s. Although our doors are 
closed, our ministry and financial responsibilities continue. Here are four easy ways to contribute.  
 
BY CHECK: During the building closure checks mailed to the parish office (4535 Piney Church Road, 
Waldorf, MD 20602) we are checking the mail twice a week. Because we have a drop-slot mailbox that can 
only be opened with a key, any mail we receive is secure.  
 
ONLINE: https://onrealm.org/stpaulswaldorf/-/give/now 
 
TEXT: To give via text message on your smartphone, text Piney5000 to 73256. You will then receive a 
link to complete your donation. Standard text message rates apply. 
 
YOUR BANK’S BILL PAY: You can set this up as a one-time, or as an automatic-recurring payment at 
no charge. If you have never used this service before, simply go to your bank’s web page and click on a tab 
for online banking services or online bill pay. Your bank mails a paper check to St. Paul’s that you can 
stop at any time. 
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THE SEASON OF EASTERTIDE 
 
 
SMALL GROUP: ACTS in EASTER 
Our resurrection journey doesn’t end today. During the 50 days of Eastertide we’re going to read through 
the book of Acts and gather in small groups online (and possibly in person).  
 
Why Acts? We read the Acts of the Apostles together because Acts is about how the church became the 
church in an unprecedented and unpredictable time—just like us today. Even more importantly, Acts is 
about how the Holy Spirit shows up for a group of scared and uncertain disciples. The Holy Spirit is 
showing up, even now. By attending to how the Spirit has worked in the past, we can better discern the 
Spirit’s comforting and life- giving presence in the present.  
 
With only 27 chapters and 50 days to read, that’s less than a chapter a day of reading. Once a week, we’ll 
gather in groups of 8 or less to discover what we’re learning and questions we’re wondering. Even if you 
don’t sign up for the small group, I hope you will join us during these 50 days of discovery by reading 
along.  
 
We’ll begin our reading next Sunday, April 19. If you are interested in being a part of a small group, 
please email Mother Maria. Depending on the number of people who are interested we will have a 
daytime group and an evening one.  
 

THIS WEEK 
 

Feast of the Resurrection, April 12 (TODAY!) 
Easter Day Worship, National Cathedral, 11:15 a.m.  

Join people from across the world for a festive service of worship at the Cathedral with an 800-voice virtual choir, our 
Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry as preacher, and the beauty of the world’s sixth-largest cathedral.  

youtube.com/wncathedral 
 

Monday in Easter Week, April 13 
Compline, 8:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday in Easter Week, April 15 

Compline, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday in Easter Week, April 16 
Kids’ Time, 12:00 p.m. 

 
Friday in Easter Week April 17 

Morning Prayer, 8:00 a.m. 
 

The Second Sunday of Easter, April 19 
Liturgy of Word & Prayers, 9:30 a.m. 

The Rt. Rev. Chilton Knudsen, Assisting Bishop, Preacher 
Mother Maria, Officiant 
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Gospel Lesson: The Common English Bible (CEB), Nashville: The Common English Bible, 2011. Used by  

permission. All rights reserved. 
Prayers of the People: Planning for Rites and Rituals, Year C: A Resource for Episocpal Worship (New York: Church  

Publishing, 2018) 
Closing Collect: Maria Kane 
Blessing: Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, Copyright 2000, The Archbishops’ Council.  
All music reprinted and streamed under One License # A-711835  


