
TEXAS-LOUISIANA GULF COAST SYNOD 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

SYNOD COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 
Date of Meeting:  January 25, 2020 
 
Venue:   Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
  7822 Northline 
  Houston, TX  77037 
 
Attendees:  Robert Rivera, John Turnquist, Kathy Collins, Paul Antolik, 
Tom Wildrick, Shelli Williamson, Pr. Marcia Kifer, Pr. Rodwell Thom, 
Ellen Peterson, Pr. Chis Michaelis, Caleb Parks, Julie Mulkey 
 
Absent:  Bishop Mike, Julie (PM), Carol, Deidre 
 
Staff: 
 

Actions Taken 
 

1.  Approved Consent agenda. (Motion: Paul, Second:  Kathy) 
 
2.  Approved staff recommendation to direct $1000.00 from the synod 
disaster fund to the Caribbean Synod for earthquake relief in P.R.  
(Motion: Tom, Second: Pr. Rodwell) 
 
3.  By acclamation, the issue of synodical administration for Trinity 
Lutheran Church, La Marque, TX, was tabled. 
 
4.  Approved authorizing Ruach Church to be a Synod-Authorized 
Worshipping Community and Roland Deddach to be the pastoral leader. 
(Motion: Paul, Second:  Pr. Chris) 
 
5.  Approved a sabbatical for Pr. Chris from December 2020 – February 
2021.  (Motion: Tom, Second: Kathy) 
 
6.  Approved submitting the draft 2020 Synod Constitution to the Synod 
Assembly in May 2020 for its final approval.  (Motion: John, Second: 
Kathy) 
 
7.  Approved housing allowances for Bishop Mike ($40,000) and Prs 
Chris and Tracey ($30,000 each) for FY 2021 budget. (Motion: Kathy; 
Second: Tom) 
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8.  Approved a $20,000 donation to launch LEAD. (Motion: Kathy, 
Second: Paul) 
 
9.  Approved authorizing the Freeport trustees to lower the asking price 
for the property “as necessary”.  (Motion:  Pr. Rodwell, Second: Kathy) 
 

 
Discussion 

 
1.  We discussed the launch of LEAD to become a stand-alone 501(c)(3).  
In addition to approving a $20,000 donation marking this momentous 
occasion, all were invited to a launch “party” on February 7 at Faith 
Bellaire. Prospective attendees should RSVP. 
 
2.  Because sending delegations to the Synod Assembly is a very expensive 
(sometimes prohibitively so) proposition for many small congregations 
(and, for our Louisiana brothers and sisters, unless the Assembly in 
Louisiana, always so), we discussed alternative ways of having the annual 
Synod Assembly. Using the Rocky Mountain Synod as a model, we learned 
that the staff is brainstorming holding our Assembly simultaneously at 
multiple sites (such as Washington County, Houston, and a Louisiana 
site). We all look forward to more discussions on this topic. 
 
3. Pr. Tracey led a sobering discussion concerning emerging issues at one 
of our parishes, details of which will not be part of these minutes.  
 
4.  Caleb presented the Nominations Committee report.  We are all so 
grateful with the first-rate progress this committee has made with almost 
all of the slots filled with candidates.  Of concern is that we do not yet have 
committed candidates either for the Synod Treasurer position or that of 
Synod Secretary.  I emphasized to the Council that, in my view, the Synod 
Secretary had to be at least somewhat familiar with both the Synod and 
the Synod Council. 
 
5. Pr. Chris noted that we are trying to help congregations using ministry 
reviews, trying to get in front of issues. There was meaningful discussion 
about how (or, even, if) we can get ahead of congregations getting in 
trouble.  We also discussed resolution calling for synodical administration 
of Trinity La Marque, but, since there still is an operative church council   
there, we decided that Pr. Chris should discuss with Kathy Patrick how to 
write such a resolution. 
 
6.  Robert led a discussion of immigration issues in our Synod.  He noted 
that St. James is spending $12,000-$15,000 per year assisting families.  
He also noted that there is a need for an “Immigration Center” in the Synod 
and that Trinity La Marque would be superb location for such a Center. 
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7. Kathy noted that we had a deficit of $32,434 at the end of December 
2019.  On a more hopeful note, however, she also noted that we have a 
decent shot meeting our mission support number for this fiscal year. 
 
8.  We examined both our insurance policies and ordination guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Turnquist 
Secretary 


