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TEXAS-LOUISIANA GULF COAST SYNOD 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

SYNOD COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 
Date of Meeting:  November 16, 2019 
 
Venue:  Joyful Life Lutheran Church, Magnolia, Texas 
 
Attendees:  Bishop Mike, Robert Rivera, John Turnquist, Kathy Collins, 
Paul Antolik, Tom Wildrick, Shelli Williamsonj, Pr. Marcia Kifer, Pr. 
Rodwell Thom, Ellen Peterson, Deirde Hayes, Pr. Chis Michaelis, Caleb 
Parks, Julie Mulkey 
 
Absent: Carol Flores 
 
Staff:  Pr. Tracey, Deacon Peggy, Pr. Chris (by conference call) 
 

Actions Taken 
 

1.  Approval of the Consent Agenda – Motion:  Kathy, Second: Paul 
2.  Approval of the Minutes of the October Electronic Meeting – Motion:  
Mike, Second: Pr. Chris 
3.  Motion to Extend a Call to Peggy Hahn as Executive Director, LEAD – 
Motion:  Paul, Second: Pr. Rodwell 
4.  Motion to Extend a Call to Louise Johnson as Director of Leadership 
Development, LEAD – Motion: [TBD], Second: [TBD] 
5.  Motion to Amend the Synod’s Addiction Guidelines by substituting 
“shall” for “may” in numbered paragraph 1. sixth line.  Motion: Tom, 
Second: [TBD] 
6.  Motion to Approve the Synod’s Sexual Misconduct Policy (subject to 
concurrence by Kathy Patrick, Synod Counsel) Motion: Paul, Second:  Pr. 
Marcia 
7.  Motion to Approve Brenda Raines-Taylor as a new member of the Live-
On Board - Motion: Kathy, Second: Julie 
 
Discussion 
 
1.  Caleb led us in a devotion based on I Chron 16:7-36.  We completed 
the volunteers for opening devotions through the 2020 Synod Assembly 
with Pr. Rodwell taking January 2020, and Pastor Tracey March 2020.   
 
2.   Pr. Chris discussed disaster recovery and noted the formation of the 
Synod’s Preparedness and Recovery Team.  He also noted that there are 
three congregations in our Synod that are selling their property. Finally, 
he noted that Pr. Anna Gordy has declined the call the Council extended 
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to her in September to be the Campus Pastor, Treehouse Ministries.  Thus, 
Treehouse is back in the call process. 
 
3.  Caleb reported that the Nominating Committee is meeting.  There was 
much discussion concerning how to get names, such as by engaging the 
deans. 
 
4.  Bishop Mike regaled us with his experience at providing advice and 
counsel to the call committee at Zion Lutheran.  Since Zion was Pr. 
Tracey’s former parish, he took on this task.  He discussed the recently-
completed gathering in Guatemala of Lutherans “from Canada to Chile”.  
He led a brief discussion of the boundary training in which he hopes all of 
our rostered folks will participate.  He also noted that an important part of 
this year is the celebration of the 50th year of the ordination of women.  He 
told us that Pastor Elizabeth Platz, who in 1970 was the first woman 
ordained by any Lutheran body has been invited to be a guest at our 2020 
Synod Assembly.  She told him that, if her health permits, she would be 
delighted to join us. 
 
5.  As part of our initial discussion of the “wonder” of LEAD, we reviewed 
the list of specialized calls in the Synod. 
 
6.  We celebrated Peggy Hahn’s 20 years on the Synod staff.  She gave us 
this strong advice:  “Do not be afraid to take chances (like we did with the 
formation of LEAD.  She noted that Louis Johnson was the first seminary 
president to resign such a position without being asked to do so.  We all 
knew that was because of the pull of LEAD’s unique mission. 
 
7.  Pr. Tracey told us that three of our congregations (Faith, Dickinson; 
Sty. John’s, Prairie Hill; and Christ the King, Kenner) had extended calls 
and that St. John’s, Prairie Hill, was successful in getting a first call 
pastor.  She also noted that she has been involved in pastoral care for a 
few of our rostered folks who have requested her assistance and guidance. 
 
8.  Robert told us that a number of our congregations give $0 toward Synod 
mission support, and there was discussion about how we can persuade at 
least some of congregations to give at least something in support of the 
Synod’s mission.  He handed out a Power Point presentation re:  
immigration.  Among other subjects he started the discussion of how do 
we develop Holy Trinity as an immigration center. 
 
9.  Kathy reported that we have a deficit as of October 31 of $49,547, but 
mission support is presently running 7.1% above last year at this time. 
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10.  We considered both the Synod’s Addiction Guidelines and Sexual 
Misconduct Policy.  WE edited the former and approved the latter subject 
to Kathy Patrick’s concurrence. 
 
11.  We changed the January meeting from January 18, 2020, to January 
25, 2020. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
John Turnquist 
Secretary 


