
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC SYNOD REPORT 

For so many years, we have been blessed as a synod and as a people to be partners in ministry with the Lutheran 

Church and people of the Central African Republic (CAR).  While we are many miles apart, speak multiple 

languages, and live out our lives in totally different contexts, we are all members of the “great cloud of 

witnesses” called the church. 

Heeding the words of Ephesians 4:12, we strive to equip the saints for the work of service and to the building up 

of the body of Christ. CAR is an extremely poor country that struggles to survive amongst tribal, economic, and 

other conflicts, corrupt governments, and lack of services.  But even in the face of all that, our brothers and 

sisters in the church in CAR are earnestly striving to build bridges and not barriers between communities, to 

raise the literacy and poverty levels, to bring the healing and restorative words of the Gospel to all people and to 

equip the saints for the remarkable work of service in their part of the world.   

This is in part accomplished by:  providing health care – the Emmanuel Health Center at Gallo can handle about 

20 in-patients and serves the entire community through clinic visits and health;  education;  translating Sunday 

School materials into the native language – congregations delight in as many as 150 children participating in 

Sunday School each week;  offering motorcycles to pastors so they might reach more people; securing  roofs for 

churches and the building of permanent schools; ensuring scholarships for young women to attend higher 

education and vocational training; bringing clean water to villages; and most importantly building healthy and 

life-giving relationships between communities and individuals. This year, our Gulf Coast synod has strived for 

improved communication with CAR to see where we may best help and to determine if there are special needs 

requiring attention.  Bishop Mike attended the 2019 Network Meeting with other U.S. partners of the church in 

CAR. We tried to set up a program linking US and CAR young adults through WhatsApp, but that effort has not 

been successful, perhaps due to language and Internet access barriers.  The ELC-CAR is working on 

restructuring the administration and taking steps to resolve some internal financial issues.  The term of the 

church’s president (bishop) is up but President Ndanga-Toué remains in office until a churchwide assembly can 

be held.  All these joint efforts bear witness to our faithful work together. 

Each year our CAR synod committee sets a financial goal to support the ministries in CAR.  We ask for every 

congregation and individual to be a part of raising $30,000 – or more – this year as a contribution given directly 

to our church family in CAR.  Along with your dollars, we ask for your prayers for these children of God.  We 

ask that your congregation have intentional prayer for CAR on a Sunday of your choice in July,  and we further 

ask that you designate the third weekend in October as CAR Sunday, with a focus on our shared work and 

ministry and a special offering that would allow our synod to meet – and hopefully exceed – our annual goal. 

Proverbs 18:16 says – “a gift opens doors for the one who gives it and brings him into the presence of great 

people”.  Our gifts of prayer and contributions open our hearts and unites us as one life-giving cloud witnessing 

to the love and promises of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CAR team members: Judy Biffle, Véronique Eberhart, Pr. Emmanuel Jackson, Carolyn Jacobs (coordinator), 

Pr. Kenneth Moerbe, Bishop Mike Rinehart, Lucky Sahualla, Charles Short, Pr. Mark Warpmaeker. Long-time 

team member Pr. Phil Fenton retired this year. 


