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*Responses to questions in the following pages appear as submitted on the nomination forms. 

 
Member-at-Large, Laity, Female, Position 1 - 3 year term: 
 
Name:   Amber Harboldt 
Congregation:   Celebration Lutheran Church, Cypress, TX 
Occupation:   Health Planner for Harris County  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position: 
 

1. Professional - I hold a Master of Arts degree in Applied Medical Anthropology from the 
University of Memphis. I work with a wide variety of people from different race/ethnic, 
socioeconomic, sexual orientation/gender identity, educational, and life experience 
backgrounds. I have 10 years professional experience in program evaluation, strategic 
planning, needs assessments, and grant writing. I served on Allocations Committee for the 
Austin Area HIV Planning Council in 2011-2012. I coordinated the Houston HIV Prevention 
Community Planning Group from 2012 to early 2014. I currently work as Health Planner for 
Houston Area Ryan White HIV Services Planning Council, and have substantial experience in 
meeting facilitation, Robert's Rules of Order, and Council operations, bylaws, and policies/
procedures. 

2. In Ministry - I serve on Celebration's Ministry Team and Council of Elders in the area of Caring 
for Others. In this capacity, I lead adult education and coordinate with others to provide 
pastoral care and organize small groups. I am a commissioned Lay Chaplain through 
Community of Hope International. 

3. Future Growth - I am beginning to discern a call to a change in vocation. The exact nature, 
direction, and timeline are still being revealed, but I am excited and look forward to learning 
more about what God has in store and how I can serve. I am considering either becoming a 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, spiritual director, or a chaplain. I view this as a gift as I 
am willing to listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit and act in response.  

 
Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

 I do not. My guiding principles are justice, transparency, equity, and grace. My actions regarding 
synod business will reflect these principles.  

 
Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
 I am open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit can lead me to change my views.  

 
Name:   Julie Mulkey 
Congregation:   Kinsmen Lutheran Church, Houston, TX 
Occupation:   Elementary School Teacher 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

1. I have shown leadership through Camp Hope. I was a Camp Manager, and I had the 
opportunity to lead and grow leaders to share the vision of God and his discipleship. 

2. In my congregation, I have been, and currently am a Sunday School teacher and a leader in 
our Capital Campaign. I currently serve on our Camp Hope leadership team, our Youth 
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leadership team, and I am on the Call Committee for a Spanish Speaking pastor. I serve 
whenever and wherever it is possible in many of our youth and children service project 
opportunities or outreach events. 

3. I have looked at past calendar dates of the Synod Council meetings and Synod Assembly. 
Though I am a public school teacher, I would be able to make the few week day meetings/
events that could occur each year.  

 
Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

I do not currently have any committed views about any issues facing the synod.  
 

Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
I believe that it is important to stand firm in your own views, but to still be open to many different 
viewpoints. I am open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead me to change my views.  

 
Member-at-Large, Laity, Female, Position 2 - 3 year term: 
 
Name:   Dr. Deidre Hayes  
Congregation:   Bethlehem, New Orleans, LA 
Occupation:   Clinical Social Worker  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

1. Works well with others. 
2. Understands systems 
3. Council president  
 

Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

I am open to observe research and hear about issues facing the synod.  
 

Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
Yes 

 
Member-at-Large, Clergy, Male, Position 1 - 3 year term: 
 
Name:   Chris Michaelis  
Congregation:   New Hope Lutheran Church, Missouri City, TX 
Occupation:   Pastor  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

I'm an extremely thoughtful individual who is very forward-looking and constantly asking "What's 
next?", sometimes to a fault. When I find myself getting too far ahead in my thought processes, I'm 
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getting better at learning to pause and take a step back. I rely on prayer practices to discern 
what God is saying in these moments. I try to be on the leading edge of conversations happening 
in the church, particularly around issues of justice and welcome. I'm a strategic thinker, highly 
interested in the end goal and the steps necessary to get to that goal. And finally, although I'm 
forward-looking and highly interested in a measurable arrival point, as it relates to the life of faith, 
I'm someone who remains convicted that the journey is often more important than the destination. 
As such, I believe cultivating awareness of our present moment and taking stock of where we are 
in the journey is also an extremely valuable skill I bring.  
 

Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

Not of which I am aware. I do have committed views regarding welcome, hospitality, inclusion, 
and justice in all their forms. I'm someone who fervently believes that God has called the Church 
to be about the work of forming disciples and to be about the ministry of reconciliation. I believe 
that for too long the church has been known for what it stands against, instead of being known for 
whom it stands with. I believe the church is called by God to be a place of wide welcome, loving 
and gracious hospitality, full and complete inclusion of marginalized people and communities, 
and compassionate justice. 
 

Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
 Absolutely. I believe the Spirit is actively at work empowering and enlightening God's people in the 

world. Part of our task as the church is to be attentive to the Spirit's movement.  

Member-at-Large, Clergy, Male, Position 2 - 3 year term: 
 
Name:   Rodwell Thom 
Congregation:   Peace Lutheran Church, Pasadena, TX 
Occupation:   Pastor 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

1. Openness to dialogue, listening to others even when   
 
2. Organizing for mission, welcome, hospitality  
 
3. Working within a teamwork setting to accomplish stated goals  
 

Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

Commitment to Diversity  
Commitment to Hospitality  
Commitment to Outreach and Mission  
 

Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
 Yes, 
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Member-at-Large, Young Adult Member, Female or Male - 3 year term: 
 
Name:   Caleb Parks 
Congregation:   St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Grange, TX 
Occupation:   Faith Life Leader  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

1. Leadership. I currently work with youth and young adults at the congregation I serve. I am 
familiar with what is important to the younger generation of our church. 
 

2. Vision. I have had to develop the ability to work towards a vision. Not just through my time 
working at a church but also from my past experiences working with nonprofits from my 
involvement with organizations in college. 
 

3. Reliability. I am someone who fulfills commitments and makes time for things that are 
important. Furthermore, when I get involved in things, I devote time and effort into being the 
best possible participant I can be. 

 
Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

None in particular. I just would like to bring a perspective a younger perspective that I feel that I 
feel I am in touch with.  
 

Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
Yes. I would say that anyone considering this position should be open to the possibility of 
changing their views.  
 
 
 

 

Member-at-Large, Youth Member, Female or Male - 1 year term: 
 
Name:   Ellen Petersen  
Congregation:   Tree of Life Lutheran Church, Conroe, TX 
Occupation:   High school student  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

Critical thinking as practiced in debate and negotiation in Junior State of America club. 
Leadership skills in leading the board and membership of Junior State of America as Vice 
President. 
 
Not having spent my whole life as part of a church, I have an outsider's perspective on how 
young people think about church. 
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Do you have a committed view about any of the issues facing the synod? If so, please share your views in 
one paragraph below: 
 

I am committed to the churchwide adoption of the Social Statement on Women and Social 
Justice. 
 

Are you open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit could lead you to change your view, if it is already 
formed, on any of the issues facing the synod? 

 
 Yes.  
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