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Laity, Female - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Cindy Scanland 
Congregation:   Celebration Lutheran Church, Cypress, TX 
Occupation:   Project Manager 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

Justice focused 
Committed to church mission 
Open minded  

 
Clergy, Female - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Sandra Barnes 
Congregation:   Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Chalmette, LA 
Occupation:   bi-vocational – part time pastor and music teacher 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

From my past, personal experience, I understand the gravity of accusations and charges of mis-
conduct, both with the difficulty in raising them and the consequences that follow from true as 
well as false statements. Because of my unique understanding and perspective: 
 
1. I will be impartial to weigh all the evidence presented for the charges. 
2. I will maintain the strictest confidentiality. 
3. I will be sensitive to the hurt of all of those affected. 

 
Laity, Male - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Kurt Nelson  
Congregation:   Salem, Houston, TX 
Occupation:   Attorney 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

Practiced law as a civil trial attorney for over 45 years. Involved in developing and evaluating evi-
dence, negotiating or trying many jury cases. Also participated and certified as a mediator/party 
in mediations of numerous cases.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nominee Information: Discipline Committee 
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Clergy, Male - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Mark Warpmaeker 
Congregation:   Kinsmen Lutheran Church, Houston, TX 
Occupation:   Executive Director, Alpha Houston  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

1. Experience in a variety of churches and settings: I’ve served large, small and medium congre-
gations in a variety of settings in the 20 years I’ve been an ordained ELCA pastor.  
 
2. Ability to make difficult decisions: As the Executive Director of Lutheran Partners in Global Minis-
try, I often had to negotiate agreements with churches and ministry leaders in India and Africa 
and remove leaders who weren’t abiding by those agreements. 
 
3. Strong faith and a deep trust in God to sustain the Church and fulfill its mission. 

Nominee Information: Discipline Committee 


