
                      Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Assembly 2019 

 

Laity, Female, Position 1 - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Andrea A. Abat 
Congregation:   Zion Lutheran Church, Houston, TX 
Occupation:   Federal Criminal Investigator 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

1. I have conducted criminal investigations for the past 22 years, interviewing witnesses and sub-
jects, building probable cause, organizing case information, making arrests, testifying in court, 
working independently and in team environments. Prior to this, I was an emergency response 
contractor and prior to that, I was a US Army Engineer Officer.  

2. Since 2016, I have also conducted employee misconduct investigations that are sensitive in 
nature and require considerable investigative, policy and ethics experience. All of my work 
has required discernment regarding confidentiality, and I have held a Secret or Top Secret 
clearance since 1990.   

3. I have been trained in crisis intervention techniques and am an active Peer Supporter in my 
agency. I am a prayerful, considerate and active church member and desire to help the syn-
od where needed  

 
Laity, Female, Position 2 - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Annette Richards 
Congregation:   St. Paul, Fayetteville, TX 
Occupation:   Retired 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

HR experience, council member, problem solver  

 
Laity, Male - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Stephen Gould  
Congregation:   St. James, Houston, TX 
Occupation:   Dentist 

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

Ability to listen without judgement 
Analyze the situation 
Accept spiritual guidance   

 
 
 

Nominee Information: Consultation Committee 



                Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Assembly 2019  

 

Clergy, Male - 6 year term: 
 
Name:   Junfeng Tan  
Congregation:   Faith Lutheran Church, Bellaire, TX 
Occupation:   Associate Pastor  

 
Please list three examples of the skills, abilities, and/or gifts you possess that would enable you to perform 
the ministry of this position. 
 

Lead Faith Lutheran's outreach ministry to the Chinese community.  
Have experience of pastoring rural congregation and urban congregation.  
Evangelism in the multi-cultural ministry setting.  

Nominee Information: Consultation Committee 


