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 Resolution: AMMPARO 
AMMPARO RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS there is an urgent crisis within the United States regarding the treatment of migrants and the 
resettlement of refugees; 
  
WHEREAS in 2016, the annual refugee ceiling for the U.S. was set at 110,000. Today, the ceiling has been 
set to just 30,000 refugees— the lowest cap in the history of the United States refugee resettlement 
program; 
  
WHEREAS in the summer of 2018, the U.S. government separated nearly 3,000 migrant children from their 
parents and placed them into detention camps, with no initial plans for reunification.  There are still 
hundreds of children still waiting to be reunited with their parents; 
  
WHEREAS our own Christian scriptures remind us: 

“The foreigner residing among you must be treated as a citizen. Love them as 
yourself...” (Leviticus 19:34), and  

“Do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the immigrant or the poor. Do not plot evil against 
each other.’” (Zechariah 7:10); 

  
WHEREAS one of the strategic priorities identified in the Synod’s most recent Strategic Plan is 
“extravagant hospitality.” This includes a commitment to refugees and immigrants, and those seeking 
asylum in the United States. One of the strategic goals is to increase the number of AMMPARO 
“welcoming” congregations in our synod; 
 
WHEREAS in Spanish, amparo means "refuge" or "protection from harm."  In 2016, the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly approved a strategy to address migration and violence in Central America. The program's full 
name, Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities 
(AMMPARO), is our church's response to serving those (especially children) who are forced to flee their 
communities because of violence, poverty, environmental displacement or lack of opportunities in Latin 
America. 
  
THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Assembly live into the same goal set for 
ELCA congregations by declaring the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod an AMMPARO “welcoming” 
synod; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED that as an AMMPARO “welcoming” synod, the Synod Assembly commit the Texas-Louisiana 
Gulf Coast Synod to the following four commitments:  

This synod will make resources available that support medical, legal and pastoral needs of migrants 
and refugees. This includes opportunities for congregations and individuals to support LIRS through 
the synod online donation portal; 

Migrant children and families will be regularly prayed for by Synod Council, staff and at synod 
gatherings, meetings, and assemblies; 

Synod leadership, including the Synod Council, staff, and hospitality team, will encourage all 
congregations to become AMMPARO “welcoming” congregations, and that all pastors, deacons 
and lay leaders educate themselves on issues facing migrants and refugees. The synod’s 
hospitality team, with assistance of synod staff, will provide resources through the synod website, 
newsletters, and social media presence. 

Synod leadership, as well as pastors, deacons and congregational leaders, will be urged to actively 
participate in local advocacy for migrants and refugees. The synod will make local opportunities 
for advocacy known through the Synod website, newsletters, and social media presence. 
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