
Preventing & Responding to Abuse and Neglect of Children 

 Covenant Presbyterian Preschool has the health and welfare of all enrolled children as its utmost priority.  

Staff members receive annual training in recognizing and reporting child abuse and neglect. 

 It is estimated that only 1 in 10 children will tell someone about their abuse, so it is important to be able to 

know warning signs of possible abuse and neglect.   The following are signs commonly associated with abuse and 

neglect, but they are not absolutes.  This list is not a checklist but a guide to help identify abuse and neglect when 

it is present. 

 Frequent injuries that are unexplained and/or when the child or parent cannot adequately explain their causes 

such as:  bruises, cuts, black eyes, fractures, burns 

 Burns or bruises in an unusual pattern that may indicate the use of an instrument 

 Lack of reaction to pain 

 Injuries that appear after the child has not been seen for several days 

 Evidence of delayed or inappropriate treatment for injuries 

 Injuries that involve the face, backs of hands, buttocks, genital area, abdomen, back, or sides of the body 

 Frequent complaints of pain without obvious injury 

 Complaints of soreness or discomfort when moving  

 Aggressive, disruptive and destructive or self-destructive behavior 

 Passive, withdrawn, emotionless behavior 

 Fear of going home or seeing parents/caregivers 

 Obvious malnourishment or inadequate nutrition 

 Lack of personal cleanliness 

 Torn and/or dirty clothes 

 Need for glasses, dental care or other unattended medical attention 

 Consistent hunger, stealing or begging for food 

 Distended stomach, emaciated 

 Lack of supervision for long periods of time 

 Frequent absence or tardiness from school 

 Regularly displays fatigue or listlessness or falls asleep in class 

 Reports that no caretaker is at home 

 Self-destructive behavior 

 Extreme loneliness and need for affection 

 Adults in the State of Texas, are mandated by law to report suspected child abuse.  Reporters may remain 

anonymous.  Call the Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-252-5400 or log onto www.txabusehotline.org to make a 

report.  

 If you believe the child is in immediate danger, please call local law enforcement or dial 911. 

This information was compiled from the Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center’s training booklet and reprinted with 

their permission.  To contact the Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center log onto www.dcac.org 


