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As 2019 begins we as the church start Epiphany, the season of light. Throughout the Bible we are told the 

importance of Light.  The prophet Isaiah writes in chapter 60: “Arise, shine, your light has come. Those of you who walk 

in darkness, your light has come.”  We can look and see the light around us, but imagine 

you are covered in darkness. Not just at night but the kind of darkness where you can’t see 

your hand in front of you. 
Imagine you are surrounded by your family, you can hear them but you can’t see 

them. It is totally black. There are no exit signs; just total darkness. It is dark and quiet. 

All of a sudden you hear a boom and there is a gorgeous fireworks explosion overhead. It 

is magnificent and beautiful. The sky is suddenly bright and everyone shouts with 

excitement. 

That’s how I envision the creation of the world. God was sitting in a black, dark 

universe.  Suddenly, an idea exploded in the mind of God and there was an explosion of 

light and sparkles and God went wild with excitement. Suddenly the world was forming 

and God said it was good. 

We are made in the image of God. We are like God. God is light and in God, there 

is no darkness. The spark or light of God is in each and every person, and that light is with 

us our entire lives. 

In chapter 60 of Isaiah the people of God had just returned from their prisoner of 

war camps. They Jews had just come back to the Promised Land, back to Jerusalem, back 

to their old farms and houses after many decades in exile. When they came back they saw 

that everything was gone. All that they had worked for, for so many years, was destroyed 

by war, their farms were rubble, their cities were rubble, and their businesses were rubble. 

Everybody was depressed. 

It is then that the prophet Isaiah wrote: 

“Those of you who walk in darkness, Rise. Shine. Get up. Get going. Your light 

has already come. God’s light is already shining upon you.” He said, “Lift up your heads 

and see the light.” 

It is hard to see the positive when everything around you has fallen into rubble. All 

that you have worked for is gone. Yet through all that you have Isaiah reminding you that 

God’s light is shining upon you. 

These words were not written to a great prophet or king. These words were written 

to people who were very depressed by what life had given them. These words were for 

people who felt like quitting, who felt like giving up, who felt like tossing in the towel. 

These words come to us. 

This past year was hard for so many people. I have talked with many people who experienced sickness, job loss, 

frustration, depression, death of a loved one. I have talked with so many people who want to leave 2018 behind and they 

are hoping for a better year. I know for some this has been an extremely hard year. Maybe even you are hoping for a 

better year. 

If that is the case I want to tell you now that your light has come, that Christ is with you and as you follow that 

light you will find grace and peace. 

We begin a new year, with new excitement and challenges we can possibilities. 

This is all made possible because we are the children of God and God is going to use us to change the world. 

Like the wise men visiting Jesus we travel days, weeks, months or even years bringing our gifts; gifts for the sake 

of the world. What are the gifts you can offer this church as we celebrate all the things Christ does for us in our lives? 

So as we remember the light of the star that the wise men followed, as we think about the gifts that they brought him, as 

we think about the light in our lives, let us continue to be blessed by the love of God. Amen. 
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Church 
Meetings 

January 

4
th

-5
th

 Forward Leadership 

Overnight at Calumet 

13
th

 POP Board of Directors 

Meeting 11:30 

20
th

 Confirmation Meeting 

11:30 

21
st
 Youth Bowling Event 

11am 

24
th

-28
th

 Pastor Joe at ELCA 

Youth Ministry Conference 

26
th

 Women’s Breakfast 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 

Joe McGarry 

 

Director of Music. 

Jeffery Cregeur 

 

Office Manager 

Katie McGarry 

 

January- Rice and Beans 

February- Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Christmas Eve     

Service 

    5pm 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

On December 9
th

 POP will be 

participating in Cathedral in the Night, an 

outdoor service event. We’ll need people 

to help make and serve a hotmeal to 80-

100 people. We’ll also need dessert,  pre-

packaged sandwiches and bottle waters.  

We will meet at Prince of Peace at 3pm 

to head to Amherst, MA. This is a great 

opportunity for youth and adults to give 

back to the community.  This is an 

outdoor event so please dress 

accordingly. 

On Monday January 21
st
 the Youth 

Group will be going bowling at 

Callahan’s Bowl-O-Rama. We will meet 

there at 11am- bowl and have lunch.  

Please bring $10 per person.  All 

children in grades 2
nd

-9
th

 are welcome to 

participate. Please let Katie know if 

you’ll be attending by January 13
th

. 

 

Confirmation Classes 
On January 20

th
 after church Pastor Joe 

will be holding an informational 

meeting about confirmation.  This is 

open to all students and their parents in 

grades 6
th

-12
th

 who have not completed 

these classes. This is a time to learn 

about the schedule and ask questions. 

ELCA WORLD 

HUNGER 
 

Thank you to all those that purchased an 

ornament from the world hunger tree.  

We were able to raise $342 to give to 

the ELCA for World Hunger.  Your 

gifts are greatly appreciated and will go 

to give those in need food, school 

supplies, live stock, and medication.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Joe’s Sermon Series 
The Limitless Living series is all about breaking off the limits of the past and looking ahead and being all you can be 

in a brighter new year. 

Dare to believe God for greater things and make the necessary changes. 

 

Each week I talk about a different aspect of limitless living, for example: 

 

January 7 : Limitless Light 

January 13: Limitless Baptism 

January 20:Limitless Faith 

January 27: Limitless Wisdom 

February 3: Limitless Grace 

February 10:Limitless Love 

February 17: Limitless Hope 

February 24: Limitless Salvation 

 
2 Corinthians 6:11-13 – “Dear, dear Corinthians, I can’t tell you how much I long for you to enter this wide-open, 

spacious life. We didn’t fence you in. The smallness you feel comes from within you. Your lives aren’t small, but 

you’re living them in a small way. I’m speaking as plainly as I can and with great affection. Open up your lives. Live 

openly and expansively! (The Message) 

Women’s Breakfast 

 
Women’s breakfast will be starting up 

again this month. We’ll meet the last 

Saturday of the month on January 26
th

 

at 9am at Uncle D’s Diner in Berlin. If 

you are interested in attending please 

let Katie know by January 20
th

. All are 

welcome! 
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Community Christmas Concert 
 

                                   
   

 

                                   

Cathedral in the Night 

 
 

 
 

          
 

Thank you to Jim and 

Elaine Wild for the gift 

card to purchase all the 

food, to Mary Lee Aust 

for the lasagna, and to all 

those that stayed and 

helped prepare 

sandwiches. Everything 

was appreciated! 

Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

 

 
 

Thank you to all who attended church on Sunday 

December 16
th

 to support the Sunday School kids 

and their Christmas Pageant. While we only had a 

few weeks of practice the children did an amazing 

job and the pageant was wonderful!  



 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN   

• You or a family member is sick or in the hospital.                                              

• You are planning a meeting or scheduling an 

event, so it can be placed on the church calendar.  

• A baby is expected in your family.  

• You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding.  

• A family member has passed away.  

• Your telephone number or address has changed or 

if you are planning to move, locally or out of town.  

• You feel the Church can help you in any way. 

January Sunday Schedule 

Faith Education at 9:00 am  

Worship at 10:15 am 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018  
 
James Wild, President 
 
Gary Neilan, Vice President 
 
Alma Erickson, Financial Secretary 
 
Eric Westman, Treasurer 
 
Lecia Paonessa, Growth & Development 
 
Sandi Roche, Cradle Role 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

1103 Chamberlain Highway 

Kensington, CT  06037 

P: 860-828-5079    

Office Hours 

Tuesday and Thursday 11:00am – 2:00pm                   

Pastor Joe McGarry is available by appointment. Please 

contact the office or email at pastorjoemc@gmail.com to 

schedule an appointment. In case of an emergency he 

can be reached on his cell at 860-333-57793 

On January 4
th

-5
th

 the Prince of Peace “Forward Leadership” group, 

consisting of Lecia, Art, Carissa and Pastor Joe will be heading up to  

Camp Calumet for the Forward Leadership Retreat.  Recently Assistant to 

the Bishop Kim Bergstrand met with the Forward Leadership team, the 

board, and the accountability team to give them the results of the survey we 

completed earlier this year.  At the retreat they will go over the survey 

results in depth and bring the results and ideas for the year back to the 

congregation.  Please keep them in your prayers (and the other 8 

congregations in the leadership group) throughout the weekend. 
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