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           Church on Christmas 
 

Churches work hard to ensure their sanctuaries look festive for Christmas Eve 

worship.  Pews are full of people as candles are lit, and Silent Night is sung. 

It is not always easy to get everyone ready to go to church Christmas Eve.  There 

is so much to do!  Presents need to be wrapped, Christmas dinner needs to be cooked and 

consumed, and people travel far and wide to be with family during this holy and sacred 

time. While it is not easy to get to church it is important and worth the effort. 

Here are my five reasons you should go to church on Christmas Eve. 

First, is to hear the story read or told on the night it happened.  I love reading to 

my children “The Night Before Christmas” as we hang our Christmas stockings; getting 

them ready for Santa’s gifts.  However, it is just as important for my children to hear 

about the birth of Christ, to know that the faith they practice all year long started not with 

a royal entrance, but a humble beginning with Jesus born in a stable because there was no 

place for them in the inn.  The story which may have been acted out in a pageant and 

discussed in Sunday school and read at home, feels more “real” when read on Christmas 

Eve in church surrounded by family and friends. 

Second, is the wonder of going to church at night.  Sunday morning is the typical 

time for worship.  However, going to church at night brings a different dimension to 

worship.  When arriving at church on Christmas Eve you can see through the windows the 

wreaths, Christmas trees, and candles and it is all magical.  When your family makes this 

an important part of Christmas – even in the middle of the chaos it reminds children what 

is most important about Christmas. 

The third reason to go to church on Christmas Eve is the emotion of worship.  

Joining church friends in a packed sanctuary reminds us that this story is something bigger 

than your family traditions.  We are part of a huge family of families who celebrate Jesus’ 

birth.  We sing together, pray together, and greet one another which brings to the surface 

the emotion of being connected with one another in a deep, meaningful way.  We do many 

things in church that we don’t do at home.  There is this intention to move beyond our day 

to day life activities which is special and life changing. 

Another reason going to church on Christmas Eve is important is because it promotes a sense of giving.  Too 

often our children are asked “what do you want for Christmas?” I find myself   asking my children this all the time, I 

want to ensure that they get what they want. Going to church promotes the idea of thinking beyond yourself, of giving 

rather than getting.  We join together to hear the story of Jesus’ birth and that brings a whole new element to the 

celebration of the holiday. 

Finally, going to church creates memories.  Worshiping on Christmas Eve as a family creates over the years a 

treasure trove of memories.  Some of them shine with wonder.  Others make for eye-rolling stories that are retold every 

Christmas.  These memories are precious for both the children as they mature and the parents as they age. 

I know that for many this is a busy time of the year, and there is so much to do on Christmas Eve, but I do hope 

and pray that you find a place to worship.  It will be a blessing to you and your family.  Merry Christmas. 

 

  

Watch the latest 

sermon on Youtube 

youtube.com/  

princeofpeacect 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our 

website 

popkensington.org 

 

Connect with us on 

Facebook 
facebook.com/  

popkensington 
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Church 
Meetings 

November 

2
nd

 Pageant Practice 9am 

Worship 10:15 

Christmas Family Gifts Due 

8
th

 Pageant Practice (TBD) 

9
th

 Pageant Practice 9am 

Worship 10:15am 

Cathedral in the Night 3pm 

15
th 

Pageant Practice 11am 

Family Promise Gift 

Wrapping Event 6:30-9 pm 

16th Pageant Practice 9am 

Sunday School Christmas 

Pageant 10:15 

24
th

 Christmas Eve Service 

5pm 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 

Joe McGarry 

 

Director of Music. 

Jeffery Cregeur 

 

Office Manager 

Katie McGarry 

 

December- Pastas 

January- Rice and Beans 

Sunday School Pageant 

Starting December 2
nd

 the Sunday School 

students will begin rehearsing for the 

Christmas Pageant.  They’ll rehearse each 

Sunday during Sunday School hour and 

on Saturdays the 8
th

 and 15
th

 for an hour. 

The pageant will take place during regular 

worship time on December 16
th

.

ber 16
th

.  

 

Christmas Eve     

Service 

    5pm 

 
 
 

 

On December 9
th

 POP will be heading to 

Northhampton, MA to worship and serve 

those of the community. We will be 

leaving from Prince of Peace at 3pm. 

We’ll need to provide a hot meal for 80-

100 people, pre-packaged sandwiches, 

and water.  

This is an amazing opportunity for youth 

and adults to participate and give back.  

This is an outdoor event, rain or shine, 

please dress accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

On December 9
th

 POP will be 

participating in Cathedral in the Night, an 

outdoor service event. We’ll need people 

to help make and serve a hotmeal to 80-

100 people. We’ll also need dessert,  pre-

packaged sandwiches and bottle waters.  

We will meet at Prince of Peace at 3pm 

to head to Amherst, MA. This is a great 

opportunity for youth and adults to give 

back to the community.  This is an 

outdoor event so please dress 

accordingly. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24TH  

SERVICE 

5PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On December 15th from 6:30-9pm 

Family Promise will be hosting a “Gift 

Wrapping” event at Prince of Peace. 

They are supplying all the wrapping 

supplies all you have to do is bring the 

gifts you want to wrap.  This is a great 

way to meet the members and volunteers 

of Family Promise and wrap presents 

away from “peeking eyes”.  There will be 

light refreshments served, music will be 

played, and fun will be had.   

 

 

Christmas Family 
 

All gifts that have been purchased for the Christmas Family need to be 

turned in by December 2
nd

.  If you haven’t chosen gift there is a list in 

the Narthex on the table. If you can not get out to purchase a gift but 

would like to help a monetary donation can be given to Lecia Paonessa. 
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We had a very successful Red Cross Blood Drive in November, ran and organized by Lecia Paonessa.  We had about 25 

people come in and successfully donate blood.  Many of them walk-ins that saw the truck parked outside and decided to 

come in. Thank you to everyone that was able to help out either by donating, helping with registrations, or bringing in 

snacks.  We hope to have another one in the future.   

                                            
                                 

I attended Luther College in Decorah, Iowa for my undergrad.  I loved Luther but it was at times because it was a 27 hour drive 

from my parents   ’ house in Vermont to Iowa. I made it through my first year okay but in the middle of the first semester of my 

sophomore year I received a phone call from my mother.  I picked up the phone and said “Hello” 

“Oh good you are in your room.” My mom said.  “I want to make sure you were okay.  I had this terrible feeling that you were not 

okay.  Are you okay?” 

“I am fine mom, what is going on?” 

“Oh you know your dad and I are okay, but Bill, I am not sure what is going on but he is struggling, have you talked with him 

lately?” 

My brother bill is about 18 months younger than me.  We would talk on the phone from time to time but I could not get ahold of 

him since he started Northwestern University earlier that fall. 

“Well if you get a chance can you please call him?  I am worried.”   

“Sure, I will try, I promise.”   

“Thank you.”  My mom said and then she said something that still rings in my head to this day “I am glad at least one of my sons is 

doing okay.” 

Soon after this conversation my brother dropped out of college and started to spiral out of control.  He was involved with drugs, and 

drinking.  He got in trouble with the law.  He eventually moved in with my parents and they could hear him pace in his room all 

night with the television on.  What he was doing was self-medicating.  He was suffering from early onset schizophrenia.  He started 

to hear voices in his head and these voices were telling him to do things that he did not want to do but they were very convincing.  

The way that the voices would quiet down is if he used drugs or drank until he passed out. I was home for a few weeks at the end of 

my sophomore year and the plan was for me to talk to my brother and convince him to admit himself in the hospital.  My parents 

wanted to do this because he was getting worse and worse every day.  I convinced him to get in the car with me and we drove to the 

hospital.  I tried to talk with him to tell him what we were doing but he started to yell at me.   

  

We sat in the parking lot of the hospital and I said “I am happy to go into the hospital with you.  I think it would be the best thing to 

do.’ He got mad at me and got out of the car and we did not see him for two days.  Eventually he came home and acted like he 

never left. 

Years went by and we had our ups and downs, but finally he accepted the fact that he had a mental illness and he got help. The day 

that I knew that things were starting to turn was on Easter Sunday a few years later; my brother came to church with us which, at 

the time was a big deal.  The hymn of the day was “Lift High The Cross” and I looked over and I see him singing the song with 

everyone in the room, that day and my heart leapt for joy because it was in that moment that I felt the power of our prayers.  For 

years we prayed that he would find a way out of the darkness and that he would experience the light of God in his life.  I believe it 

was in that moment that he truly felt the love of God which never left him alone. 

 

 

Since then he has graduated from culinary school and he is living in Florida with his wife and three kids, I have had the chance to 

visit with him multiple times and our relationship has grown. 
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PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN   

• You or a family member is sick or in the hospital.                                              

• You are planning a meeting or scheduling an 

event, so it can be placed on the church calendar.  

• A baby is expected in your family.  

• You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding.  

• A family member has passed away.  

• Your telephone number or address has changed or 

if you are planning to move, locally or out of town.  

• You feel the Church can help you in any way. 

December Sunday Schedule 

Faith Education at 9:00 am  

Worship at 10:15 am 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018  
 
James Wild, President 
 
Gary Neilan, Vice President 
 
Alma Erickson, Financial Secretary 
 
Eric Westman, Treasurer 
 
Lecia Paonessa, Growth & Development 
 
Sandi Roche, Cradle Role 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

1103 Chamberlain Highway 

Kensington, CT  06037 

P: 860-828-5079    

Office Hours 

Tuesday and Thursday 11:00am – 2:00pm                   

Pastor Joe McGarry is available by appointment. Please 

contact the office or email at pastorjoemc@gmail.com to 

schedule an appointment. In case of an emergency he 

can be reached on his cell at 860-333-57793 

On November 21
st
 Pastor Joe McGarry gave a “reverse offering” of $10 to everyone in the congregation that 

attended church on that day, with instructions to take that money and do something good in the world, whatever 

you saw fit that would help someone. 

 

Katie decided to take her money and buy a $10 Christmas tree, she then ordered free “World Hunger” ornaments 

to hang on the tree. Her hope is that, with the help of congregation, she can make her $10 grow and be able to 

provide necessities to those in need.  

 

The Christmas tree will be placed in the Narthex until Christmas, you may “buy” an ornament, and each one has 

a gift of food, medicine, or school supplies. Money can be given to Katie and she’ll send the money to “ELCA 

World Hunger” at the end of December.  


