
 

            Dear Sisters and Broth-
ers in Christ Jesus, 

     Once again the season of 
Advent is upon us.  It is a sea-
son filled with hope and      
anticipation.  The hope lies in 
the coming of the Savior,    
Jesus, and being counted 
among his kin—forgiven and 
sealed by his love—forever.  
The anticipation lies in our 
waiting for him to return to 
gather us gently into the    
eternal embrace of our God.  I 
suppose that it can be said that 
as we approach the Christmas 
season we are hopefully  
awaiting the opportunity to 
celebrate our Lord’s birth as 
we wait hopefully for him to 
come again! 

     Yet as we wait and hope, 
and hope and wait, we are also 
called to give witness to the 
fact that God has given the 
world the gift of his only Son.  

Nothing can ever alter the 
fact that Jesus was born in        
Bethlehem for you, for me, 
and for everyone else 
whether they know it or 
not.   

     And there’s the rub—
for it is up to you and me 
to let them know if they 
aren’t aware of the love 
God has shown them and 
to share their joy if they 
do.  Sometimes our giving 
witness to what God has 
done at Christmas, by 
sending his Son into the 
world, gets choked by the 
commercialism, sentimen-
tality, or repetitiousness of 
the Christmas season.  This 
is why we, the church, take 
time during the four weeks 
before Christmas to       
prepare ourselves for the 
birth of our Lord and   
Savior.   

     The preparation for this 
birth and for his coming 
has begun here at Prince of 
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Peace.  

    The Advent wreath has been 
hung with care, the candles put 
in place, the Advent banner is 
up and will help us focus upon 
the coming of the Lord, the 
Advent hymns have been     
selected, and every Sunday we 
will focus upon the magnifi-
cent love that our God has for 
each one of us. In this way our 
Christmas  celebration will be 
complete!  

Children’s Christmas Program—December 18th at 10:15 A.M. 

Christmas Eve Service—December 24th at 5:00 P.M. 

NO SERVICE on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th  



     In preparing for both 
Advent and Christmas I 
came upon the follow-
ing description of why 
so many of us enjoy 
Christmas. 

 

“I LIKE CHRISTMAS” 

 

I like Christmas!  
Christmas is something 
new that comes each 
year to an old world.  It 
is like new-fallen snow 
upon an old tree; a new 

flower on an old plant; 

new shoes on aging feet; 

a new home in an old 
town; a new light on a 

dark street; new hope in 

a hopeless situation. 

 

I like Christmas!  It was 
introduced by a     
prophecy, heralded by 
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the song of an angel, and       
announced by the birth of the 
Savior. 

 

I like Christmas because it   
sparkles and glows.  It comes 
only once a year and still its  
radiance warms the child’s heart 
and fills the child’s mind with 
pleasant dreams of joy and   
happiness. 

 

I like Christmas because   
Christmas is Christ.  In Christ I 
see the beauty of the Gospel 
which began in Bethlehem of 
Judea when His Spirit glorified 
that little town and His coming 
make holy a lowly manger. 

 

I like Christmas because it bears 
Christ’s name, symbolizes His 
love, proclaims His truth, and 
showers His gifts upon the 
world.  Although earthly kings 

ignored Him and the proud 
could not understand Him, 
the common people heard 
Him with hungry hearts and 
gladly received Him. 

 

I like Christmas because it 
meets my deepest needs!  It 
leads me away from selfish-
ness and greed, fills my 
empty soul with peace and 
compassion, and renews my 
faith that God is at work in 
an erring world. 

 

   I hope and pray that    
everyone reading this letter 
will look forward to   
Christmas as a time of     
celebrating the birth of their 
Savior first and foremost.  
Once this is done, whatever 
else that Christmas may be 
will be put into its proper 
perspective and serve as an 
enhancement to the         
celebration of Christ’s birth 
rather than upstaging it! 

   Denise and I wish all of 
you a most blessed     
Christmas and a joyous 
New Year!  May almighty 
God watch over you and 
shower you with his      
presence! 

 

Your Friend and Pastor, 

 

Frederick M. Raap 
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Special Worship Op-

portunities: 

   Our Advent preparation be-
gan on Sunday, November 
27th!  The Advent Banner was 
hung with care, the Advent 
Wreath was lighted and the 
mood of Worship reflected the 
hope and  anticipation of the 
season.  Please join us as we 
prepare our hearts for  the   
celebration of Christ’s birth. 

 

Sunday December 

18th—Children’s 

Christmas Program: 

     Our annual Children’s   
program will be held on    
Sunday, December 18th at 
10:15 A.M.  This year’s     
program is sure to be another 
wonderful retelling of the love 
almighty God has for each one 
of us. 

     Our Sunday School has 
been practicing very hard and 
is ready to share the Christmas 
Story with the congregation. 
Special thanks to all who have 
lent their assistance in direct-
ing the play.   

     Following Worship all are 

invited to the Children’s    

Reception—a time for       

fellowship and treats!           

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

There will be NO Sunday 

School or Bible Study on 

Sunday,  December 25 or 

January 1! 

 

Thanksgiving          

Envelopes: 

     If you have not made use 
of the Thanksgiving         
Envelope in your offering 
box I hope that you may   
reconsider using it. All  
monies that are given 
through the Thanksgiving 
envelope go into our         
Samaritan Fund which is 
used to help people in need.  
Over the years things such 
as baby formula, a tank of 
gas, bags of groceries,   
medicine, etc., have been 
purchased for those who 
were in need.  I have        
already been asked several 
times for  assistance.  
HELP!  Thank you for     
caring! 

Salvation Army  

Angel Tree: 

     The New Britain          
Salvation Army is asking 
you to sponsor an angel for 
Christmas.  How it works is 
you pick up a tag from the 
Angel Tree and purchase 
new gifts for that specific 
child.  The tag will have the 
child’s first name and some 
brief information or wish list.  
We ask that the new gifts be 
brought in unwrapped.      
Additional details will be 
shared in the weekly worship 
bulletin or  announced at  
service. We will take care of 
the delivery to the Salvation 
Army.  Help us bring the joy 
of Christmas to those in need 
within our own community. 

 

Caring Cubes: 

   Please keep our caring   
cubes filled with food items 
as we  continue to do our 
best to feed the hungry! 



Flower and Altar Appointment Fund 

 

Please accept my gift toward the Flower and Altar Appointment Fund:   

 

$________________ 

 

To be given by: 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

In loving memory of 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Or in celebration of 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

(Two white poinsettias and several red ones will be purchased for Christmas—
these donations will be used for Flower and Altar Appointments throughout the 
year!) 

 

Please return this form no later than December 18 


