
 

   May almighty God bless 

you richly throughout this 

Lenten season as we journey 

toward the cross of Jesus 

and his empty tomb! 

   Lent has become a time to 

face the truth of our          

humanity, our utter inability 

to be God, and our inability 

to believe that God is.  Our      

human limitations get us into 

all kinds of trouble, seizing 

up our relationships with one 

another, and with the earth 

itself.  In our desperate     

attempts to measure up to 

what we imagine we ought 

to be or in our fatalistic 

abandonment of the gifts 

God has given us, we deny 

our limitations and/or the    

miracle we are.  We fail to 

see ourselves as the children 

of God that we are and our 

relationships are shattered—

with each other, with God, 

and with the earth.  

   It is for this we need salva-

tion by the one who is with-

out limits and who also 

loves us beyond measure!  

   Ash Wednesday begins 

Lent by forcing our eyes to 

our failings.  Whose      

interest do we really serve?  

Do we loose the bonds of 

injustice?  Undo the thongs 

of the yoke of oppression?  

Share our bread with the 

hungry?  Bring the home-

less poor into our homes?  

Cover the naked?  If not, 

we do not offer the      

worship that God most 

welcomes and values.  If 

not, we serve our own   

interests, not God’s.          

Because we do not, our 

churches are bare; our 

vestments purple—a    

symbol of the majesty of 

Jesus alone and of the 

mourning for our part in 

his death.  If we are to   

begin the journey toward 

life and be able to wel-

come Jesus, we must begin 

here, clear about how far 

God must come to meet us.  

Throughout Lent we learn 

of our  mortality, our frail-

ty, and our own undoing.  

We are stripped of any  

pretenses about who we 

are or what is important in 
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our lives. 

   The Sundays of Lent will 

walk us along the path to 

Easter.  First, we must       

remember our story, the    

history of our salvation.  We 

can confess with our ances-

tors that we all come from the 

same person who first heard 

God’s call. The story traces 

God’s faithfulness. We are 

reminded that the righteous 

flourish and will not be 

shamed.  We are called to 

keep our eyes and ears tuned 

to God, not the many tempta-

tions that surround us. 



   We acknowledge 

that we live in a state 

of promise—”now” 

and “not yet” simul-

taneously.  We are 

people in a covenant 

with God, who does 

and will transform us.   

   We who thirst for 

God are invited to 

drink from God’s  

waters.  God’s invita-

tion is not without 

some expectation, 

however.  God looks 

for lives that reflect 

the loving care God 

gives.  There is great 

mercy, but God      

expects fruit.  We can 

learn from our past, 

and God promises to 

sustain us.  

   We will see God 

seeking out and    

saving the lost.  We 

will see ourselves in 

the picture of God’s 

love as he seeks us 

out and saves us! 
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   Please take advantage of 

our Lenten Worship oppor-

tunities—both on Sunday 

mornings and Wednesday 

evenings as well!  (We’ll 

even feed you on Wednes-

days!) 

 

Peace and Joy,  

 

Pastor Raap 

  

LENTEN SERVICES: 

 
   Our Lenten series for this year 

is entitled, “Turning Points in 

Jesus’ Life.”   

   On March 8 we will discuss 

Jesus’ baptism, what began or 

turned for Jesus at this event in 

his life and what this means for 

us.  On March 15 we will      

discuss Jesus’ rejection at his 

home synagogue in Nazareth.  

What does this mean to one who 

has been named, circumcised in 

the Temple, and who belongs 

completely to the covenant 

community of Israel?  On 

March 22, here at Prince of 

Peace, we will learn about the 

calling of  all disciples  - 

a turning point for the 

disciples but also for  

Jesus as he becomes 

teacher, mentor, and 

guide, publicly leading 

others into the Kingdom 

of God.  On March 29 

we will look at Jesus’ 

withdrawals to quiet 

places and ask why he 

does this and what is 

turning in these places 

of solitude.  Finally, on 

April 5 we will study 

Jesus’ experiences in the 

mountains—Mt. Tabor 

where he is transfigured 

and the Mount of Olives 

where he prays in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. 

   Join us on Wednesday 

evenings at 6:00 for a 

“Soup and Something” 

supper and Worship at 

7:00.  See the last page 

for the entire schedule! 
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LENTEN SUPPER AT 

PRINCE OF PEACE, 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 

22:  SOUP AND SOME-

THING! 

   Our church will be     

taking its turn hosting the 

Mid Week Supper and  

Service on Wednesday, 

March 14. We are in need 

of volunteers to make soup 

and sandwiches for the  

evening!  Please sign up in 

the church Narthex. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION  

INSTRUCTION TO  

BEGIN: 

 
   The first Holy           

Communion instruction 

class will begin on  

Wednesday, March 15 

from 5:00 to 6:00.  The 

class is for those children 

who are ready to receive 

the Sacrament of Holy    

Communion.  The class 

will focus upon the  

meaning of the Eucharist 

and on God’s love for us 

all.  First Holy           

Communion will take 

place on Maundy     

Thursday, which is  

Thursday evening, April 

13 at 7:00 P.M.  Please  

speak with Pastor Raap if 

you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR 

GIVING CURRENT! 
      

    Your church needs your 

presence and your             

PRESENTS!  Please make up 

your giving as soon as        

possible so our ministry can      

remain strong.   

Thank You! 

 

SALVATION ARMY   

CHRISTMAS SUPPORT:  

     Thanks to all who         

supported the New Britain 

Salvation Army during the 

Christmas season.  Many    

Angel Tag orders were filled, 

along with numerous gifts of 

clothing, food and monetary 

contributions.  Thanks to the 

generous support of Prince of 

Peace the holidays were made 

brighter for many. 

 


