
Dwelling in the Word



Let’s do it

 Luke 10: 1 -12

 10After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him 
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to 
them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am 
sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, 
‘Peace to this house!’ 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace 
will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. 
Do not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its 
people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, 
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But whenever 
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 
11‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest 
against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12I tell you, on 
that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town. 



Dwelling in the Word Steps
 Select the Bible Passage ( recommend you start with Luke 10: 1 -12)

 Have Bibles or handout with the passage 

 Set aside at least 20 minutes for Dwelling in the Word

 Instructions:

 Invite the group to listen to the passage. Listen for where they pause, where something catches their 
imagination or may have question. Hang onto that phrase, word or concept for they will be asked to share it 
with another. 

 Read the passage to the group

 Allow for a minute or two of silence at the end of the readying

 Invite each person to find a “reasonably friendly looking stranger”. Find out the name of that person

 Listen and share – Listen to where the partner got stuck or paused or had a question.  Share where you got 
stuck or paused or had a question. 

 Listen well. You job will be to report to the larger group what your partner said ( not what you said) Taking 
notes might help.

 Let pairs share with their reasonably friendly looking stranger for 6 t0 10 minutes.

 Each person introduces their friendly looking stranger and share BRIEFLY what they heard.

 Invite the group to discuss throughout the meeting what God might be up to in the passage for your 
group on that day.



Why Dwelling in the Word

 Dwelling is about deep listening 

 Listening to scripture ( God speaks to us in scripture)

 Listening to each other  ( God speaks to us through each other)

 Listening to the Holy Spirit ( The HS works among us)

 Listening to the community (community is built on listening and trust)

 Listening for questions and answers ( wondering and imagining together)

 Dwelling leads to discerning Missional vocation

 God has mission in each town and place

 Each congregation has a missional vocation

 Decision making or Discerning God’s will



Why Dwelling in the Word?

 Dwelling is about shaping imagination and community for Christian 

Vocation

 Living in the story again and again shapes the group’s collective 

imagination

 Listening, praying, wondering together about God’s Word leads to 

shaping imagination

 Dwelling allows the community to reflect theologically

 Respectful conversations across cultures and theology

 What is God up to in our community?



Common 

Questions

Why Luke 10: 1 -12?

What is a reasonably friendly looking stranger?

Why do we share what we heard?

Why do it over and over again?

Can we use other scripture passages?

What is the size of the group?

What do you do when someone doesn’t want to 
participate?


