
 

MODERATOR MUSINGSMODERATOR MUSINGSMODERATOR MUSINGSMODERATOR MUSINGS    

 

This past July, our great United States was shattered by unrelenting storms, tornadoes and heat 
waves. 
 
One Sunday, I arrived early to Church, only to learn that no one else arrived early enough to 
turn on the fans.  This Church was the fourth constructed on this particular site, built of stone in 
1851, and has no overhead fans, nor air conditioning.  I don't think that the structure is sound 
enough to install either ceiling fans or air conditioning service at this age. 
 
Within twenty minutes, I suffered with a 'heat headache' and retreated to home where it was 
cooler.  That amount of time in the heat left me drained for the remainder of the day, unable to 
accomplish anything on my task list. 
 
“After all” God was telling me, “it is the Sabbath”. 
 
Despite missing Pastor's sermon, the music that touches my soul and the fellowship, I was 
blessed.  Yes, I was blessed. I had a home with air conditioning to return to, to cool down and to 
rest.  Look around.  What blessings surround you...a home, food, medicine, family, mobility, 
telephone or internet to communicate with friends and loved ones, vehicles to travel in. 
Volunteers at Church who keep your place of worship running smoothly; people who contribute 
to food banks, cook meals for the infirm, sleep overnight with Family Promise guests.  Volunteer 
firefighters and emergency medical personnel. Someone opening the door for you, or a 'thank 
you' offered for your good deed.  Freedom to worship and pray openly without persecution. 
 
Presbyterian Women in Newton Presbytery are blessed to have a Coordinating Team to plan 
the Spring and Fall Gatherings each year.  They work on retreats, write newsletters which keep 
you apprised of global issues of peace and justice, and make things like pillow cases for victims 
in Puerto Rico.  The list continues.  These women attend leadership training and Horizons Bible 
Study 'meet the author' events so that they can in turn, teach you.  They attend National 
Gatherings and are filled with joy and blessings from other sisters in faith. 
 
What blessings surround you? 
 
May the peace and grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ be with you, always, as you 
reflect on your blessings. 
 
Donna Rahmann, Moderator   donnarahmann@comcast.net  
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MODERATOR CONT’D 
As I began my term as Moderator of Presbyterian Women Presbytery, a container was passed 
on to me.  Upon opening it, I located a stole – it has been worn by my predecessors for years 
too innumerable to count.  I glanced through the remainder of the container and located 
something that reminded me of a past Gathering theme: Recycle – Repurpose – Reuse.  So, 
here is something I found and believe is applicable for yesterday, today and tomorrow: 
 
12 Rules for Passing the Course of Life: 
 

1. You have received a body.  It may or not be what you would have wanted, but it is yours, 
so make the best of it. Obviously, you did not make yourself, so there is an overall 
scheme and One who thought up the whole thing. 

2. You are enrolled in a full-time informal school called Life.  Lessons are free, but very 
costly.  Passing this Course is more important than anything else.  Pay attention. 

3. Lessons do not come at a convenient time.  Just when you think you've mastered one 
lesson you will be tested so that any deficiencies will become apparent.  Then you will 
receive additional opportunities to learn.  Keep smiling.  

4. Mistakes you make may be very useful. Realize it takes special skill to identify cause 
and effect, and to acknowledge ownership of the mistake. 

5. You will discover that practically everything is beyond your control. Relax, this is for your 
own good, so that you don't mess it up totally.  

6. Others are also enrolled in the Course of Life.  Keep your eyes open. You may profit 
from considering the outcome of their efforts. They may also be able to give you some 
pointers on the Course of Life, but they cannot live your life for you. 

7. It doesn't matter where you are. Don't worry, there will be sufficient lessons ready and 
tailor made for you. 

8. You have to do it by yourself, alone.  Interspersed with daylight will be a number of hours 
of natural darkness. You are welcome to take advantage of this phenomenon and give 
your body rest.  This frees your eyes from looking around and allows you to look within.  
A still small voice may speak to you at times. Listen up. 

9. Surrounding you is a complete University of Life. There are many interesting things to 
learn, but note that the main point of it is to point you to the Giver of Life. 

10. Since the Giver of Life set the boundaries and rules for the Course of Life, He has a 
vested interest in getting you to pass. He has a way of blotting out your mistakes.  

11. You will never reach perfection, by anyone's definition. That is how it is supposed to be, 
otherwise you would turn aside from your Maker.  His love and grace are free and 
available during your Course of Life, but you must choose if you want them. Not to say 
Yes means you are saying No. (Watch out! This would be an unhealthy thing to do!) 

12. There are no formal examinations to pass at the end. Sooner or later your body will be 
recalled by your Maker.  Hopefully you invited Him into your life before exiting this world. 
Then you will enter a completely new phase of Life and put on a spiffy new body which is 
good forever. 

 

Donna 

 

 
 



CREATIVESCREATIVESCREATIVESCREATIVES    
 
How about we teach each other and the NEXT generation how to knit or crochet?  Then go to 
the  www.knitting4peace.org  website for some patterns.  PW has partnered with this group 
who: One stitch at a time we pray for each other; we pray for the recipients of the items 
we create; and we pray for hope, healing and peace in our world.  We do our work one 
stitch at a time…one day at a time…stitch after stitch and day after day.  The tangible 
items we create are personally delivered to women, teens, children, infants, and families 
in local and global areas of conflict.   MOST NEEDED AT THIS TIME: winter hats (youth & 
adult sizes), warm winter scarves (colors for all genders), mittens (adults & children), baby 
peace pals (with dark brown faces-see website),  Peace pals up to 7” tall (medium & dark brown 
faces). ALL shipments and donations get snail mailed to 2600 Leyden St Denver Co. 80207.  (A 
display of some of the items made for knitting4peace will be at the Fall Gathering) 
 

HORIZONS MAGAZINEHORIZONS MAGAZINEHORIZONS MAGAZINEHORIZONS MAGAZINE 
 
This year’s Bible study is authored by Eugenia Anne Gamble and is titled ‘Love Carved in 
Stone’.  The study is a walk through the Ten Commandments.   
 
To enhance your learning, the Horizons Magazine offers 'helps' for Lessons 1 and 2 in the 
July/August issue; Lessons 3 and 4 in the September/October issue; Lessons 5 and 6 in the 
November/December issue; Lessons 7 and 8 in the following January/February issue; and 
Lesson 9 in the next year’s March/April issue.   

 
Horizons Magazine-Subscriptions 
 
If you are not a current Horizons Magazine subscriber, send $19.95 for an annual subscription, 
which includes the current Horizons Bible Study to Horizons, PO Box 421, Congers, NY 10920-
0421, or visit www.pcusa.org/horizons; www.presbyterianwomen.org; or call toll-free 866-802-
3635. You will receive the Magazine via snail mail, or have access to digital issues of the 
magazine, viewable from your iPad, iPhone, BlackBerry Torch, Playbook, Android, Mac and PC,  
This is a magazine for women, primarily written by women. 
 
Presbyterian Women of Newton Presbytery holds an annual retreat, a Spring Gathering and a 
Fall Gathering.  It has been blessed tradition of this dedicated group of women to hold a drawing 
for one year free subscription to a woman who has never been a subscriber.  Look throughout 
this Newsletter for additional information on the Fall Gathering.  Come and join us. 
 

BBBBOOK GROUPOOK GROUPOOK GROUPOOK GROUP    

THOUGHTS FROM PW Newton’s Book Club 

A few, very faithful and thoughtful women meet monthly at Panera’s, RT 10 E Ledgewood Mall 
(usually the third Friday) to discuss a book we choose by consensus. On August 16 (5 PM 
beforehand for dinner) or at 6 PM for the talks. The novel is A Cup of Water Under My Bed by 
Daisy Hernandez.  



We’d like to invite more of you to join us! Donna Rahmann works close by to Panera’s and 
usually arrives first, so look for her. We try to get a block of tables front, left. 
 
The Second Mountain: The quest for a Moral Life by David Brooks was the bestseller we just 
finished. Here are some of the quotes that were our favorites! 

• Jane: “Throughout this book I’ve been talking about commitments as a series of 
promises we make to the world.  But consider the possibility that a creature of infinite 
love has made a promise to us.  Consider the possibility that we are the ones committed 
to, the objects of an infinite commitment, and that the commitment is to redeem us and 
bring us home. That is why religion is hope.” 

• Betty: In the chapter on needing community: “The suicide epidemic is one manifestation 
of this isolation. The shortened life expectancy is another - the so-called deaths of 
despair. The contagion of mass shootings are a manifestation as well...It’s as if we’re 
witnessing this vast showdown between social rippers and social weavers.” 

• Lisa: On the main reason we come to church: “We’re here not so much to make spiritual 
progress each week, though that’s wonderful when it happens.  Rather, we mostly come 
for the consistency - for what remains the same from week to week: the comfort of the 
liturgy, the solace of the music, the reassuring sight of familiar faces, the enduring 
presence of ancient rites and timeless symbols.  We’re here to remind ourselves of 
values that unite us and commitments that keep us heading in the right direction. We’re 
here to choose again what we chose before.” 

• Donna: I liked the vocation part. 
• Sherrie: A quote from Cynthia Buorgeult  (David quotes from others a lot!): “…the 

kingdom of heaven is not a place you go to, it’s a place you come from.  It’s a 
transformed way of looking at the world, which comes about when you move more 
deeply into God and God moves more deeply into you.” 

 
What would you have said to all of this? 

 

END PAPEREND PAPEREND PAPEREND PAPER (a little before the end) 
 

If you know someone who would like to be added to the E-MAIL list, please E-MAIL me at 
jkmac3536@gmail.com   
 
The more E-MAIL newsletters we send, the faster information will reach you.  
 
I would like to encourage each of you to forward this newsletter to women in your church or 
community.  Dropping a pebble in a pond widens the circle – and may include someone 
unexpected but welcome! 
 
Remember to ‘like’ us on Facebook: 
 
www/Facebook.com/PresbyterianWomeninNewtonPresbytery 
 
Jane MacDonald     973-383-4166  jkmac3536@gmail.com 
 

PEACE AND JUSTICEPEACE AND JUSTICEPEACE AND JUSTICEPEACE AND JUSTICE    The full calendar, with links to resources, can be found 

at www.presbyterianwomen.org 



 
 
 
 
 
August 
6   Hiroshima Day; https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/ 
resource/hiroshima-day-prayer/ 
11   Day of Prayer for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Korean Peninsula; https://www.pcusa.org/resource 
/sunday-prayer-worship-for-peaceful-reunifica-78123/ 
19   World Humanitarian Day; https://www.world 
humanitarianday.org/en 
25   Orange Day; www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ 
ending-violence-against-women/take-action 
25   Public Education Sunday; 
www.presbyterianmission 
.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/ 

September 
Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women; 
www.presbyterian 
women.org/thank 
1   Season of Peace begins; https://www.presbyterian 
mission.org/ministries/peacemaking/season-peace/ 
1   World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation; www. 
creationjustice.org/world-day-of-prayer-for-the-careof- 
creation.html 
2   Labor Day; www.iwj.org/resources/plan-labor-
dayservice; 
also https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wpcontent/ 
uploads/social_creed_bulletin_insert_rev.pdf 
21   International Day of Peace; http://presbyterian 
.typepad.com/peacemaking/2010/08/celebrate-the 
-international-day-of-peace.html; also see 
https://internationaldayofpeace.org/ 
25   Orange Day; www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ 
ending-violence-against-women/take-action 
27   Native American Day; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Native_American_Day (In Tennessee it’s on the 23rd.) 

October 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month; 
https://ncadv.org/take-action; https://nomore.org/ 
Fair Trade Month; www.fairtradecertified.org 
National Bullying Prevention Month; www.pacer.org/ 
bullying/nbpm;www.thethoughtfulchristian.com 
6   World Communion Sunday; 
www.presbyterianmission 
.org/ministries/worship/world-communion-sunday 
6   Domestic Violence Awareness Sunday; 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/justice; https://www 
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/ 

11   International Day of the Girl Child; 
www.dayofthegirl.org; also 
www.un.org/en/events/girlchild  
11   National Coming Out Day; 
www.hrc.org/resources/entry/national-coming-out-day 
14   Indigenous Peoples’ Day; https://en.wikipedia.org/ 
wiki/Indigenous_People's_Day 
16   World Food Day; www.worldfooddayusa.org; 
www.fao.org/world-food-day/home/en also see 
http://www.greeningtheblue.org/event/world-food-day 
20   Children’s Sabbath: Educate a Child, Transform 
the World; 
www.pcusa.org/news/2015/8/14/educatechild- 
transform-world 
24   United Nations Day; www.un.org/en/events/unday 
25   Orange Day; www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-
do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action 
 
November 
Native American Heritage Month; 
https://www.archives 
.gov/news/topics/native-american-heritage-month; 
also see http://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov 
10   Caregiver Sunday; 
https://www.presbyterianmission 
.org/story/november-12-2017/ 
13   World Kindness Day; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
World_Kindness_Day; also see https://www.random 
actsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day 
17   Hunger and Homelessness Sunday; https://www 
.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassionpeace- 
justice/hunger/ 
20   Universal Children's Day; www.un.org/en/events/ 
childrenday 
25   Orange Day; www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ 
ending-violence-against-women/take-action 
25   International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women; www.un.org/en/events/end 
violenceday 
25–D.10 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence; 
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu 
28   Thanksgiving—For the Native perspective, see 
https://americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/educatio 
n/thanksgiving_poster.pdf 
 
December 
5  International Volunteer Day; www.un.org/en/events/ 
volunteerday 
10   International Human Rights Day; 
https://en.wikipedia 
.org/wiki/Human_Rights_Day 
18   International Migrants Day; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/ 
wiki/International_Migrants_Day 
 
  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Working for Justice and Peace 
•01 2019 Calendar 



 
Download this logo from PW – make  
Buttons, T-Shirts, bookmarks, etc.   

Presbyterian Women - United to End Violence 

The Rev. Amy Sandlin of the Presbyterian Church of Delaware and First Oxford, and Morris 
County Park Police Officer, Michael Laver 

Notes from Scotland & Iona 

Women of the Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team, Lisa Gray, Sharon Guthrie, Nancy Lack 
and Jane MacDonald 

Registration 9:00am; program 9:30am; lunch 12:00 (need to register for lunch) 

 

R.S.V.P. to register for lunch: Nancy Lack: nwlack@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
NEWTON PRESBYTERY 

 
FALL GATHERING 

 
OCTOBER 5, 2019 

 
Community Presbyterian Church 

220 Main St, Chester, NJ 

Do you have a gift for leadership?  Do you know a lot of Presbyterian Women?  The 

Coordinating Team is seeking women to fill several positions – Vice-Moderator and Search 

Committee in particular, but other vacancies exist. 

Please prayerfully consider becoming part of the ‘community of women’ called Presbyterian 

Women.  If your heart and mind is moved, Donna Rahmann would appreciate an e-mail: 

donnarahmann@comcast.net.  Self-nominations are welcome. 

Or, if you know of someone who is waiting to be asked to serve, please contact Donna with 

her information – name, e-mail address, phone number. 

Thank you. 



 



 



 
 
 



Women Supporting Women 

Pala Village Market (Guatemala) 

During August of 2018, I attended my first Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women in Louisville, Kentucky. 

During my free time, I walked through the Exhibit Hall and my eyes were attracted to this beautiful, red, black and 

white scarf hanging on a display.  I approached the exhibitor, Barney Hale, who told me the story of the Pala Village 

Market and the women who hand weave these scarves.  Of course, I purchased the scarf that called my name. 

My heart was burdened with the thought that these women of the Pala Village in Guatemala, have to supplement 

their sustenance by doing what I would consider a tedious task.  Some of the women are widows, some are young 

girls who need self-confidence and a place in this world. 

I ordered 25 scarves for my first event, where I was graciously permitted by Lower Valley Presbyterian Church to 

sell them at their Alternative Gift Fair last December.  I sold 19 at the suggested price, and the total proceeds were 

forwarded to these lovely women. 

Thereafter, I contacted Barney Hale and asked for stories from some of the women, and ordered my next 50 

scarves, which will be available at the Fall Gathering (see end of Newsletter for information), and at the Mistletoe 

Market held on November 2, 2019 at the Fairmount Presbyterian Church (fpctoday.org). 

Here are some comments from the women of Pala Village: 

Maria Tzep Mas (one of the older weavers in the group) came to me (Barney Hale) with tears in her eyes.  Through 

our translators, she expressed her gratitude for the weaving program.  Her husband died in August, 2018 and her 

adult children have established their own families.  She feels that she is alone and that the weaving program is her 

only means of support.  She does have a small piece of land and will be able to grow some of her own food.  Still, 

the interaction brought to light just how much the weaving program can mean to some of the women.  

Herlinda - the 13-year old girl whose family said she was stupid and worthless, has now been in the weaving 

program for 2 years.  The encouragement of the women in the group, and the self-confidence she has found 

through her weaving has brought about a 180 degree transformation.  Herlinda is now an impressive young women, 

has taken a daily job of childcare for some of the other women in the village, and is starting to learn Spanish.  But 

the most amazing thing is to see her smile and just happy in general.  

From Barney: “One of you, a pastor, bought a Herlinda scarf for use as a stole.  You wanted me to tell Herlinda that 

she is a "masterpiece of God".  I delivered that message directly to Herlinda.” 

Come see the scarves, purchase one and bless our Sisters in Christ.  

Donna Rahmann 

  



 

Presbyterian Women in the Synod of 
the Northeast Fall Gathering 

Theme: WOMEN MOVE MOUNTAINS - Matthew 17:20 If you have faith as small as a mustard seed 

you can say to this mountain “move from here to there” and it will be done. 

 

OCTOBER 18-19 at Stony Point Center – New York 

Coordinating Team to meet early at 2pm, business meeting 3-4pm Friday, ends 3 pm Sat 

Triennial 2020 Planning Team to meet after the Gathering 

Community building with Workshops and Worship for ALL women at any level 

PWSNE covers room costs for Presbytery Moderators, Coordinating Team and Presenters 

ALL PAY registration: early by 10/4 - $25, regular - $45; registration deadline Oct 11 

Shared room is $150 each (will assign roommate if none requested) solo room $ 210 

Commuters - registration fee (no meals), plus (1/2 day & 1 meal) $32.50, both days $45 

 

REGISTRATION FORM ON NEXT PAGE 
 
 



Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Northeast 
2019 Annual Gathering for All Women 

 
Friday, October 18 to Saturday, October 19 
CT gathers at 2pm Friday, all gather at 3pm 

Stony Point Center 
17 Cricketown Rd. Stony Point, New York 

website: stonypointcenter.org 845-786-5674 
Registration Form 

Please! Register on or before: Oct 11, 2018 (needed for meal count) * 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presbytery _________________________ Church _______________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________________Email ______________________________________ 
 
EmergencyContact____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Special needs (dietary, mobility, etc.) _____________________________________________________ 
 
PWP Moderator or voting rep. ____PWSNE CT member ____ Guest___ Workshop Leader___________ 
 
*All Participants must pay the Program registration Fee $45 
*(Registrations received before Oct 4 will pay only an early registration fee of $25) 
Commuter:registration fee + Friday with meal $32.50, &/or Sat $45 total _____________ 
 

Package Plan is per person and includes program fee, 3 meals (Fri. Dinner, Sat. Breakfast, Sat. Lunch), 
1 night (Fri) overnight 

Option Room Fee 
Program Fee – All pay, non-refundable  $45 or $25 early bird 
Single Occupancy 1 $210 
Double Occupancy 2 $150 ea 
Please indicate roommate below.  If no roommate listed, we will assign you one. 
Roommate  

Total for Package Plan  
 
 
*PWSNE pays room & food (based on double occupancy) for PWP Moderator/voting representative (1) and 
PWSNE CT members currently serving & 2019 nominees & workshop leaders. 
*All others must pay for room & meals even if rooming with a voting representative. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Return this form with check payable to PW Synod of the Northeast and mail to: 
 
Virginia Champlin, 4381 Wabash Road, Geneva, NY 14456.  
 
Any questions regarding registration please contact Virginia Champlin via email danvirginiac@aol.com or 
585-526-5841. All Registrations will be honored when accompanied by payments. 
  



  

 

Weaving Prayers 

Making Crosses 

Fellowship Time 

FROM THE 2019 RETREAT – MAKING A 
SPIRITUALITY CENTER AT HOME, LED BY 

COLLEEN DUFFY 
 

Each station had a Bible verse, a contemplative 

time, and an activity that reinforced the theme of 

the station.  As an example, the forgiveness of sins 

station had a basin of sand.  We wrote with our 

fingers anything that we sought forgiveness for, 

and, after praying, erased the words.   

We met at The Shrine of St. Joseph in Stirling.  The 

setting overlooks the Great Swamp, and the lunch 

is really good!  Plan now to join us next Spring. 


